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Make Community Your New Year’s Resolution:
 Join the North Branford Rotary Club

As the New Year begins, many people resolve to give back, meet new 
people,	and	make	a	meaningful	diff	erence	close	to	home.	The	North	Branford	
Rotary	Club	off	ers	a	welcoming	way	to	turn	those	intentions	into	action.

Rotary brings together neighbors, professionals, and community leaders 
who	share	a	common	goal:	service	above	self.	From	supporting	local	initia-
tives to contributing to projects that improve lives both nearby and around 
the world, Rotary members are united by a desire to make a positive impact 
while	building	lasting	friendships.
Joining	the	North	Branford	Rotary	Club	is	about	more	than	volunteering—

it’s	about	connection.	Members	collaborate	on	hands-on	service	projects,	
support	community	events,	and	enjoy	opportunities	for	personal	and	profes-
sional	growth,	all	while	having	fun	and	strengthening	ties	within	the	town.

If your New Year’s resolution includes becoming more involved, giving 
back,	or	fi	nding	a	greater	sense	of	purpose	in	your	community,	the	North	
Branford	Rotary	Club	invites	you	to	learn	more.	A	small	commitment	of	
time	can	lead	to	a	big	impact—for	you	and	for	North	Branford.
For	any	questions,	reach	out	to	our	club	at	Northbranfordrotary@gmail.

com!
Looking forward to welcoming you in 2026!

 
North Branford Rotary Seeking Nominations for 2026 Service Above Self Awards 

 

 

 

 

 
Pictured Left to Right 2023, 2024 & 2025 Honorees:  Dave Palumbo, Steve Torino, Al Rose, Mary-Ellen Dilella, Ashley McClain, Kerry Haynes,  

William DellaCamera, Randall Chittendon, Daniel Armin.  

The North Branford Rotary Club is proud to recognize individuals who make a meaningful difference in the 
North Branford community through our Service Above Self Award. 

This award honors individuals who actively help others, demonstrate meaningful humanitarian service, and 
whose efforts have had a positive impact on our community and beyond. 

Nominations are now open. 
Community members may submit individual nominations by visiting NorthBranfordRotary.org or through 
the Service Above Self post on our Facebook page at facebook.com/northbranfordrotaryclub. Nominations 
are submitted online using a form that requests basic information about the nominee, along with detailed 
examples of how the individual exemplifies the Rotary motto, Service Above Self. To be considered, 
nominations should include specific and thorough descriptions of the nomineeʼs service and contributions. 

The deadline to submit a nomination is April 24, 2026, so please act quickly. 

Each year, the Rotary Club receives many strong nominations, making the selection process challenging. If 
you nominated someone in a previous year who was not selected, we encourage you to nominate them 
again for consideration. 

We look forward to learning more about the remarkable individuals in our magnificent town who 
consistently go above and beyond to make the Town of North Branford—and the world—a better place. 

Questions? 
For more information about the award or nomination process, please contact: 

● NorthBranfordRotary@gmail.com 
● Committee Chairperson Melinda Fonda at 203-988-0883 
● Club President Anne Merola at 203-988-2898 

Save the Date: The Service Above Self Award Dinner honoring our 2026 recipients will take place on 
Thursday, June 18, 2026 at 6:00 PM at The Woodwinds. 

Tickets will be available beginning May 5, 2026 through our website, Facebook page, or directly from any 
North Branford Rotarian. 

 

NorthBranfordRotary.Org 

 

North Haven Sons & Daughters of 
Italy Legendary Porchetta Dinner

Friday, February 20, 2026 - 7:00
North Haven Congregational Church
28 Church Street, North Haven, Ct
Members $20.00 Non Mem-

bers $25.00
Become a member and your 

dinner is Free.
Call Frank  at 203-410-4254
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1717 Foxon Rd. (Rte 80) -
North Branford (in The Keybank Plaza)

203-488-6959

Hair Care
for Men & Women!

Hours of Operation
Tuesday 1-5 PM

Wednesday - Friday 9AM - 5PM
Saturday 9AM - 3PM

Expires 4-30-25

   Vincent J. Mase, Sr.
    ATTORNEY AT LAW

	 999 Foxon Road
	   Unit 10
	 North Branford, Ct 
	 Tel:   203-484-4403
	 Fax   20.3-484-4404
	 	 E-MAIL:
    Mase_attorney@sbcglobal.net

The Law Office of
Vincent J. Mase Sr. LLC
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR 
AT LAW
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This publication is published bi-weekly by
Doss Enterprises LLC

PO Box 313 Northford, CT. 06472
Tel; 203-410-4254  

email: totokettimes@comcast.net
PUBLISHER - FRANK  MENTONE JR.

founders - Bert Bunnell Jr. & Antthony Esposito Jr.
The publisher assumes no responsibility for typographical errors.  In the event 
of an error, the publisher will issue a credit adjustment on only the incorrect 

portion of the advertisement, as well as a retraction in the next issue.

I’ve got to tell you brother, I’m fed up. First, let’s start with this pandemic 
thing. Yes, I am petrified. If I get it I’m am at a very high risk for death and 
although I kid, I’m not ready yet. The media is running recklessly wild with 
this, creating a larger panic than mihht be necessarry.  Many avenues go out 
of their way to make this a political issue and quite frankly I’m sick of it.

Whatever happenned to responsible journalism? Being responsible doesn’t 
mean you only print the stuff that makes your point of view stronger. Once 
I realized I couldn’t be a professional athlete, I always wanted to  go into 
journalism. I proudly boast that I am in the first journalism graduating class 
at Southern Connecticut State College, before it ever became a university. 
But we were taught nothing but the truth. A news story is just what it says, 
“news”. 

The different slants are despicable. But even with all this varying news, 
don’t tell me this is a political hoax. More than half a million people have 
died. So respect me when I wear my mask and stay at least six feet away. And 
forgive me if I don’t respect you for making light of the issue. I’ve already 
lost two cousins to this killer and I don’t want to add to that number. 

As we continue with the disservices the media is presenting, they should 
be responsible and go easy on the fuel to the fire they add in covering black 
lives matter. I was brought up in a predominantly black neighborhood with 
a sparse sprinkle of Italians. My parents taught me that all lives matter. My 
grand parents suffered when they cam e to the United States. A fisherman 
and a abutchte my two grandfathers weeee laborers who sufferred discrimi-
nation. Their lives were tough because of that. My life was not tough because 
of that. I remain a person who tries to meantain my heritage and my history, 
but theybsuffered not me.

That’s why it this racist stuff is making me sick to my stomach. We’re eras-
ing history to fix a problem we are having today and that does, not fix the 
problem. Pls.ying the “ black National anthem” (whatever the hell that is) 
bore a football game is satisfying all the wrong people. We are the United 
States of America. We have one anthem for everyone. Tearing down or taking 
down statues who represent men who were morally wrong does not erase 
what they did. Let’s get better at history and teach why they did it and why 
it was wrong and why they didn’t know it was wrong.

Finally I always thought aubnt Jeremiah was tremendous. Never looked 
at her products as a racist thing but as a quality thing.

 
 
Sent from my iPad 

State Representative Vincent Candelora Let’s Be “Frank”
Totoket Times January 23, 2026EDITORIAL EDITORIAL

Letters to the editor...
This paper encourages all readers to voice their opinions and comments. 

The Totoket Times is not responsible for erroneous information  
or statements in letters to the editor.  Letters should be as brief as possible.

 All letters must be signed.  A telephone number should 
be included and no personal attacks.

This paper reserves the right to edit  all letters.
All letters should be addressed to :

The Editor
P.O. Box 313, Northford, CT 06472

A New Session Begins—

And I Want to Hear From You
In just a few weeks, state representatives 

and senators will be heading back to Hart-
ford for the start of the 2026 legislative ses-
sion. It’s a date that might not mean much 
on most calendars, but for those of us who 
represent you at the State Capitol, February 
4th marks the start of three months of de-
bates, decisions, and votes that will shape 
life here in Connecticut for years to come.

 Before any of that begins, though, I want to take a moment to say some-
thing important: I need to hear from you. The truth is, no matter how many 
hours I spend reading bills, watching committee hearings, or talking with 
colleagues, nothing replaces hearing directly from the people I actually 
represent. You’re the ones living with the consequences of the decisions 
made in Hartford. You see what’s working and what isn’t.
 So, I’m asking—please visit my website (repcandelora.com) and take a 

few minutes to share your thoughts. There’s a brief survey there, and space 
to tell me what matters most to you heading into this session. You can also 
access the survey by using your smartphone to scan the QR code that ac-
companies this article. Whether it’s something you’d like to see change, a 
problem you’re dealing with, or just a general sense of where you think the 
General Assembly should be focusing its energy, I want to know.
 On that front, the nonpartisan Office of Legislative Research recently 

released its 2026 Major Issues report—a document that outlines the big 
policy questions likely to color this session. It’s worth a read if you’re curi-
ous about what lawmakers will see as the baseline session agenda. Among 
the items included:

•	 DCF child welfare oversight

•	 No excuse absentee voting

•	 Police officer and firefighter retention and recruitment

 I’ve also posted that Major Issues report on my website.

This session, as in the last few years, I’ll be focused on issues tied to af-
fordability:

•	 Increase the state’s property tax credit

•	 Increase state aid for local education costs to ease the property tax 
burden

•	 Reduce or eliminate state fees, such as the Passport to Parks levy 
on our motor vehicle registrations

•	 Eliminate the state’s 1 percent tax on prepared meals
 These aren’t abstract goals to me. They are achievable, and they’re about 

making sure people can afford to stay in the communities they love, save 
for their kids’ futures, sock away money for retirement, and not dread see-
ing their property tax bills.

    The next few months will be busy because the time frame is compressed. 
While there is room to tackle a variety of 
other issues such as those described in the 
report, it is the “short” session—ending 
May 6—where the legislature’s primary 
mission is to keep the second year of the 
two-year budget in balance. Expect to hear 
a lot of debate about how to use surplus 
dollars, whether paying down pension 
debt, expanding the state’s social services 
programming, or delivering tax relief.
 So, please reach out. Take the survey. 

Send me an email.
 This is your government. Let’s make 

sure it works for you. 

Well brother, this past weekend I took a couple of more trips. No it wasn’t 
Europe. It wasn’t  Canada. It wasn’t even Rhode Island. The first trip was 
from my family room into the dining room. I missed the step and crashed 
into the dining room hardwood floor.

I was able to get up with the help of SueAnn, get over to the chair and even 
get to the bathroom. But when  I sat back down in the chair, my knee and 
my thigh blew up like a beach ball. Unable to walk we were forced to call 
911. The gentleman they sent in the ambulance were first class and with a 
little sweat they were able to get me into the ambulance and to the hospital.
At the hospital, the ordeal started. First thing was “let’s take x-rays to see 

if anything’s broken”. Fortunately, I drank a lot of milk as youngster, so 
my bones are pretty good and I have a lot of padding that also protects my 
bones. With nothing broken the next test were scans to check the vessels. 
Fortunately, the large vessels were intact, but the small vessels were bleed-
ing, and added to the trauma, the swelling was not a good thing.

After two days of blood test every four hours, it was decided that the 
bleeding had stopped and I could start doing some  exercises on the legs 
and with the help of a walker try to walk.
The nurses is at the hospital are A1. Those ladies and gentlemen are angels. 

They take grief all day and most of them do it with a smile. I try to joke 
with them and let them know how appreciated they are.
The food service on the other hand, is a complete joke and should be an 

embarrassment.  A hospital with as much money as Yale should be ashamed 
of themselves. My first day it was to late to order lunch so they came up 
with a “diabetic lunch tray”. The diabetic diet consisted of penne with red 
sauce, which was ice cold, lemonade, a brownie, and a roll. Are you fol-
lowing my drift yet?
The next day, I ordered a Caprese wrap with hot tea an a salad. The wrap 

came up on a bun, the salad was a Caesar salad with two soggy croutons 
and  they gave me a fruit cup and a sugar-free lemon ice that wasn’t sugar-
free. I also was in the mood for tomato basil soup. The cup was only half 
filled, and the soup was cold.
On Sunday morning, I ordered from the dietitian who came in the room. 

I didn’t want breakfast so for lunch I ordered a grilled chicken with a gin-
ger, lemon tea and another one of those wonderful Caesars salad. When it 
didn’t come at 1:30 and everybody on the floor had gotten theirs, I called 
and was told they deliver by floor.  I said I know I’m on the floor. I know 
everybody got their dinner but me. She then told me it was in the  nurses 
office, I already checked. It’s not OK I’ll send it up. She sent it up and then 
15 minutes later she sent it up again. One was with cheese. One was without 
cheese. My tea was a black coffee. I didn’t eat that meal either. 
Finally, for dinner, I ordered pot roast. The pot roast was cold. The car-

rots were cold. The mashed potatoes were cold and powdered and for some 
reason she sent me up a container of low-fat milk which I didn’t order and 
an apple juice which I didn’t order she did get the banana right.

I hope when I get home, I weigh myself and I’ve lost weight cause I 
haven’t eaten in four days number one because the food stinks number two 
because me and my size does not want to use a bad pan
 My sugar which I have kept under control for the last two months is 300 

every day when I’m not eating. They are giving me less than a 10th of the 
insulin that I take at home and they eliminated the two pills I take to go 
with that insulin when I’m home. 
All in all, it wasn’t a bad week to get hurt. There were a lot of football 

games on, and UCONN  men’s basketball game. There’s a lot of snow out 
there which would have  would probably caused a fall anyway.
I did get to help a nurse out with our language. As she was trying to draw 

blood, before she put the needle in my arm, she warned “little prick”. I told 
her she shouldn’t have called me that. It took her a few minute to get it but 
she will now be warning with the words, “a little pinch”.
 So that’s it for now. Take care and I’ll see you soon.
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KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

Scott Schoonmaker, Superintendent of North Branford Public Schools, announces that Kindergar-
ten registration for North Branford residents with children eligible to enter school in the fall of 2026 
will be as follows:
All school registrations are completed solely online.  Registration will be open from February 2 – 

February 6, 2026.   
PLEASE NOTE: Registrations will not be considered complete until all required documents are 

provided and verified including proof of residency, original birth certificate, immunization and health 
assessment records (HAR-3).  You may be required to bring in your child’s original birth certificate 
as well as your proof of residency documents.
On February 2nd please visit our website https://jerome.northbranfordschools.org/  and click on 

the “New Registrations” button.  Here you will see detailed directions on the registration process. 

In order for a child to be registered in Kindergarten, the following requirements must be met:

1.	 The child must be five (5) years of age on or before September 1, 2026. 
2.	 The original birth certificate, with seal, has been uploaded and examined by the 

principal or designee.
3.	 Your child must have a current physical exam and immunizations; one that was 

completed after September 1st, 2025.  The physician and the parent must complete the 
State of CT Health Assessment Record.  The form must be on file with the school nurse 
prior to the first day of Kindergarten unless alternative arrangements have been made 
with the building principal.

4.	 The child must physically reside in North Branford/Northford.

5.	 Proofs of residence have been uploaded, examined and approved by principal or 
designee such as: deed to home or current dated rental agreement, escrow papers or 
signed mortgage commitment, current utility or telephone bill, and/or notarized letter 
from landlord or owner acknowledging parent/guardian’s and student’s residence.

If you have any questions, concerns or problems during the registration process, please call 
203.484.1235.
In addition, if you have specific concerns about your preschool child’s development, please call 

203.484.1235 for information.
The North Branford Board of Education policies prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, religion, color, national 

origin, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, age, disability (including pregnancy), or gender identity or expression or 
against homeless chillden and youth.
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The Northford-North Branford 
Women’s Club, GFWC

Is Accepting Scholarship 
Applications

The Connecticut Federation of Women’s Clubs 
has announced two scholarships that are available 
to Connecticut women pursuing advanced courses 
of study at Institutions of higher learning. Awards 
are granted based on future promises, scholastic 
ability, and financial need. 
The Dorothy E. Schoelzel memorial scholarship 

has a maximum award of $2,000. Candidates must 
have completed three or more years of under-
graduate work in an accredited institution with 
a 3.0 average or higher in the field of Education. 
The Phipps scholarship has a maximum award 

of $1,000. Candidates must have completed two or 
more years of undergraduate work in an accredited 
institution with a 3.0 average or higher toward a 
bachelor’s or post graduate degree. 

Completed applications, including general 
and personal information, a financial statement, 
instructor/employer references, and official tran-
script of at least the most recent two years of 
undergraduate or graduate work must be received 
by February 10, 2026. 
The application may be obtained by visiting the 

Northford-North Branford Women’s Club website 
at www.northfordnbwomensclubgfwc.org. 
For further information, contact Rose Lynch at 

203-483-8395.

SCHOOL4
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Branford Bible Chapel. 212 Branford Rd., corner of Twin Lakes Rd. 203-488-3586. Sunday 
morning : 10:00 - 10:30 Worship & Lord’s Supper, 10:30 11:00 Announcements and Music Minity, 
11:00 -11:45 Ministering of God’s Word & Sunday School. . Nursery provided. Vacation Bible 
School, missions & outreach programs. www.branfordbiblechapel.org

CHURCH  DIRECTORY

Shoreline Community Church located at 9 Business Park Dr., Units 1-4, Branford, 
CT.  Call us at 203.481.8919.  Sunday Services at 8:30 and 10:00 AM (Children and Jr. 
High activities meet during our 10 AM service).  For more information, check out our 
website www.sccbranford.org.  SCC is a diverse community that is dedicated to Making 
the Invisible God Visible.

St. Ambrose Parish – Roman Catholic Parish with two church buildings, St. Au-
gustine, located at 30 Caputo Rd. North Branford and St. Monica, located at 1321 
Middletown Ave. Northford.
The pastor is Rev. Robert L. Turner. All are welcome and invited to join us for 

Mass! Summer Mass times include: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Sat-
urday at 9:00 AM at St. Augustine. Weekend Masses are celebrated on Saturday at 
4:30 PM at St. Augustine (English Ordinary no incense used), Sunday at 9:00 AM 
at St. Monica (English Ordinary, no incense used) and on Sunday at 11:00 AM at St. 
Augustine (Latin Ordinary with use of incense). The sacrament of Reconciliation is 
offered a half hour before all Masses, excepting Sunday, and on Monday evenings 
from 5-6 PM during Adoration. The parish office is located at St. Augustine Church 
and is open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 9-1. You can access the 
bulletin and staff emails at NBcatholics.org. If you are new to the area and looking 
for a wonderful parish or homeschool co-op to join, please visit us or give us a call!

 

Please join us for worship at St. John’s Episcopal Church at 129 Ledge Hill Road in 
Guilford, CT 06437.  Our services are at 10 am each Sunday with Youth Spiritual 
Foundation for ages 5 and up every first and third Sunday.  Coffee hour after our 
service in our parish hall.  See our Facebook page St. John’s Episcopal Church, 
Guilford CT.  203-457-1094.  check our website at www.saintjohnsguilford.org

Zion Episcopal Church, 326 Notch Hill Road, North Branford. While we are in tran-
sition, we continue to hold services of Morning Prayer following Rite 2 in the Book 
of Common Prayer, and do have services of Holy Eucharist when we are fortunate to 
get a supply priest. At this time, we have a single service at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday morn-
ing. Refreshments and fellowship to follow service in the parish hall. Please visit our 
Facebook page or our website zionepiscopalchurch.org. Zion is an open and affirming 
congregation for those seeking a safe place to worship and grow in Christ. 203-488-7395

Community Baptist Church.  53 Hopson Avenue, Branford, CT.  Pastor Jon Bickel. 
Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m. and Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Nursery is provided.  
Adult bible study and prayer meeting, and children’s clubs on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.  
For more info.:  203-488-8581;  info@cbcbranford.org; www.cbcbranford.org

Hope Christian Church (we are an Assemblies of God affiliated church) 211 Mon-
towese Ave., North Haven C   T www.hopeag.com. Sunday Service 10:00 AM, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 PM. Follow us on Facebook.    “realpeople realhope 
reallife”  (203) 234-7328

Northford Community Church. Church is located on Old Post Rd. (Corner of Rte 
17 and Rte 22), PO Box 191 Northford. Phone (203)-484-0795, Fax (203)-484-
9916. Email: northfordcc@gmail.com. Office Hours: Tuesday 9am-1pm; Other 
days by appointment. John Vigneri, Pastor. Catherine Klouda, worship leader. 
Worship service 10am. Join us for coffee hour following worship. Holy Communion 
on the first Sunday of each month. Like us on Facebook. Our website is www.
northfordcommunity.church.

United Methodist Church, Branford 811 East Main St, Branford (Route 1, 
across from Bill Miller’s Castle). www.umcbranford.org or (203) 488-0549. 
Sunday service 9:30am - both in-person and live on our website.  “The Church 
on the Rock,” led by Pastor . We invite you to discover the power of faith in 
Jesus Christ bringing God’s love to the world. Join us to worship, experience 
God’s word, and stay connected.  

The North Branford Congregational Church, NACCC, 1680 Foxon Road, North 
Branford CT.  Join us for meaningful worship and Bible based teaching every Sunday 
at 10 am. Sunday School for children during service.  Communion on the first Sunday 
of the month.  We offer Bible study, choir, lunch bunch, 2nd Sunday brunch, charity 
work, book club, praise team, men’s fellowship and more. To contact our church: 
Office hours are Wednesday to Friday from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Phone: 203.488.8456, 
email: nobdcong@sbcglobal.net, website: www.northbranfordcongregational. org  
Come grow in faith with us!

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, the White Church on the Hill in the Heart of North-
ford, has been an integral part of Northford since 1763! Worship services are held 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Refreshments and fellowship always follow. Please join us - we’d 
love to get to know you! All are always welcome!! The church is also open to all in the 
community for individual prayer, Tuesdays from noon to 2 p.m. St. Andrew’s supports 
many community programs, and contributes regularly to the North Branford Scholar-
ship Program; North Branford Social Services (NBSS) Thanksgiving Basket Share and 
Christmas gift and food basket share programs; NBSS Back-To-School Backpacks; 
clothing donations (donation shed located at the back of the church parking lot); and 
more. A number of fundraising events are held throughout the year to help us help our 
neighbors, such as an Annual Rhubarb Fest, summertime Ice Cream Socials, and the 
annual Harvest Supper. Please join us for the events, and help us help our neighbors! 
Additionally, the church’s Parish Hall is available for rent for birthday parties, showers, 
receptions, etc. The Rev. Bryan Spinks is St. Andrew’s priest; Nan Monde is Sr. Warden. 
For more information please contact Nan at 203-710-7005
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BASKET RAFFLES & 
50/50 DRAWINGS 

PASTA DINNER FUNDRAISER 
HELP SUPPORT THE KAMP FAMILY WHO LOST THEIR 

GRANDFATHER AND SON IN A TRAGIC HOUSE FIRE ON 
NOVEMBER 3, 2025 

 
A Pasta Dinner will take place  

on 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 2026 
at  

St. Therese Church Hall 
555 Middletown Ave, North Haven 

 
Tickets are $20.00/per person or 

$50.00/per family (up to 2 adults & 3 children) 
 

There are three seatings available: 
 

5:00 pm 
   6:15 pm 
   7:30 pm 

Take your family out to dinner and support this 
community event! 

 
Pasta, Meatballs, Salad, Dessert and Coffee 

 
Sponsored by: 

 

The Saint Ambrose Knights of Columbus Council #6801 
in Conjuction with  

The Father James F. Donaher Council # 3733 
 

For Tickets and information on sponsorship please email:  knights6801@gmail.com  
or call 203-684-3074 

 
Tickets will also be available from both Councils, North Haven Fire Fighters and Local Merchants 

 
                                             

  
 
       Council                   Council 
         6801                     3733 

Town of North Branford 
Office of Social Servicees

The Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays are now behind us, but the 
spirit of community generosity and thoughtfulness remains. There are 
many things in life we must do, things that we are required to do but the 
sincerity to care for our neighbors is not required although it is prevalent 
within this community.
Thank you to all the people that reached out without being solicited. People 

that called sincerely wishing to help another family. People that had the 
patience and endurance to work with me through voicemails, emails, busy 
signals, weekend and night calls, and the juggle. 
Thank you for your kindness, generosity, and warm hearts. Truly a com-

munity composed of integrity and compassion. May you have a spectacular 
New Year! Stay well, stay safe.
North Branford Public Works staff, Fran Merola, Director of Public Works, 

Dan Celetano,Ass’t Director of Public Works, Ken Ash, Darren Peterson, Reese 
Gagne, Jennifer and Ken Ash, North Branford FD Ambulance Co.4, Family 
Resource Center Staff, North Branford Library Staff, Lauren Davis, Director of 
Library Services, Carly Limere, Asst. Library Director, Lynn Gomez-Adams, 
Nancy Sciliopote, John Della Ventura Family, Wishing Wheels Bike Drive, Roots 
4 Relief, Henry Fernandez, Gale Mayhan, Honeywell Northford  CT 13  staff, 
Shawna Gilson, Bill and Phyllis Peterson, A Sullo, Reitman Personnel staff, Lisa 
Kagel, NBPD Toy for Tots Program, Libbys MotoWorld, North Branford Rotary, 
Fran Beaumont, Tracy McAvoy, Nina Burhardt, Beth Casanova Family, Rhonda 
Gallo, Barbara Amato,St. Andrew’s Church, Leslie Williams, Sara and Scott 
Monde,Dee and William Fee .Pat and Dennis Owens,Kim Muravnick, Courtney 
Cleary,Girl Scout Troops 60121, 60136, 6014.60193, 60311, 60336,60471,61191, 
Knights of Columbus Council #6801, Wayne Humphrey Knights of Columbus, 
Grand Knight, Gary Johnson, Knights of Columbus, Recorder, Damian DeNegre 
Knights of Columbus, Past Grand Knight,Tim Wee and children, Anthony Celotto, 
Debra Bowler, Ann DePalma, Mrs. Ferrigno, Dave and Lynn Clark,  David and 
Angela Lavorgna, Melinda Fonda, Marybeth and Jim Clark, Geri Moyer, Chris 
Bush, Victoria Lanza, Debbie Newell, Jim Shea, Lisa and Rich Phillips, Nicole 
and Rene Carrasquillo, Tracy Bureau, Wayne and Maureen Stevens, Branford 
Bible Chapel and Kathy Malone.
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Recycling News
---------------------------

You should have received a Light Blue 2026 Recycling/Trash Card 
in your last issue of the Totoket Times. Please keep this card handy all 
year. It has important dates and information that you will need con-
cerning your trash pickups and what can be recycled. If the card was 
missing or you misplace yours, there will be copies at both libraries, 
public works, STW Community Center and Town Hall. You can also 
download a copy from the town website or from the North Branford 
Community Pride Facebook page.

==========
Scrap Metal Pickup will be the week of April 6th.

The Electronic Waste Drop-Off will be on April 18th where we 
will be taking most electronics, mattresses and propane tanks, 

all for free.
Bulky Waste pick up will be the week of April 20th.

==========
Are you interested in getting involved on a town committee?

 Does it upset you when you see littering?
Do you wonder where the trash goes and how recycling works.

The Solid/Hazardous Waste and Recycling Committee is looking for new 
members. 

The new year is full of possibilities and we could use some fresh ideas.
Please contact the Town Manager’s office if you are interested. 

==========

Reduce – Reuse - Recycle
For the New Year it is a good time to re-evaluate your waste footprint. 

Donating = Reuse
For items that still have some life in them, consider posting them on the 

Facebook page:    North Branford & Northford Free Items.
Help someone else out, unclutter your house and help the environment at 

the same time.
There are also a few North Branford and/or Northford Tag Sale Facebook 

pages.
For a larger audience check out Freecycle.org in East Haven or New 

Haven. 
You can also look up your item in the New Haven Downsizing Donation 
Guide. It lists multiple organizations that want your stuff! Just search for 

‘New Haven Downsizing Donation Guide”.

Try the One-A-Day Declutter Method. Every day, commit to purge ONE 
item from you home.

Try to donate your items so someone else can use them.

Plastic Film Reminder
The town’s drop off locations are:

The Northford Store, The Food Pantry of NB, Country Paint and 
Hardware, T.J.’s Launderette and …

our new Recycling Station at Public Works
which takes Plastic Film, printer ink cartridges, eye glasses, used cell 

phones and used clothing and shoes.

For more information about recycling in North Branford you can check out 
North Branford’s Recycling Committee’s website: https://www.northbran-
fordct.gov/245/SolidHazardous-Waste-Recycling-Committee or our Face-
book page: North Branford CT Hazardous Waste & Recycling Committee

Thank You for Your Participation

Tues, 8:30 - 5:00 Wed 8:30 - 5:00
Thur 8:30 - 5:00 Fri, 8:30 - 5:00

Saturday 8:30 - 2:00
- WALK - INS ONLY -

HAIR CUTS
MEN $16.00
SENIORS &

KIDS UNDER 10
$14.00

SCHOOL/SPORTS
  Madison Hoop Dreams 

February Vacation days (Feb 16 & 17  
asketball Camps

Madison Hoop Dreams has arranged for use of the Robert H Brown School 
(890 Durham Rd Madison) for the Feb vacation days of Feb 16 and 17. The 
objective is to help every camper improve their skills and their enjoyment 
of basketball.  They also see it as a service to parents who are working and 
want a structured, well supervised, fun camp that will promote good sports-
manship and positive social interaction. The camp is for players in grades 
3 - 8 and is from 9 AM to 3 PM. Players are encouraged to register early 
to ensure a spot. Their limit is 60 campers and they will draw from over 15 
towns.  All of their programs are co-ed.

Each day starts with an hour of skill development. Then, campers will 
have fun participating in 
competitive basketball 
games for the remain-
der  of the  day. During 
the games, the coaches 
give instruction to help 
each player improve 
their knowledge and un-
derstanding of the game. 
This is an excellent op-
portunity for all players 
to Improve their skills 
for the basketball season. 
In addition, they  usu-
ally have an outstanding 
guest speaker to moti-
vate the campers.
The cost is $60/day for 

the 6 hour camp. How-
ever, to encourage teams 
to attend, if there are 3 or 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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      CLASSIFIED AD RATES
Personal, For Sale, Help Wanted, Tag Sale, and all  non-business classified
	 1 issue $9.00 2 issues $12.00 3 issues $15.00
	 20 words or less, not including phone #. $.05 per word, per run, 	

	 after 20 words
Lost and Found ...................................   FREE
Business Classified Ads & Real Estate
3 issues $35.00, 6 issues $60.00,  12 issues $100.00  
$.10 per word, per run, after 20 words
Payment MUST accompany all ads.  The advertiser must notify this 

newspaper of any errors.  
Send ad along with your check to:
Totoket Times P.O. Box 313 Northford, CT 06472
For more information call 203-410-4254

John DiMaggio Plumbing - Residential/Commercial repairs/remodeling. 
Big or small. Water Heater Specials! Licensed & Insured. 
Call 203 - 627 - 6826. References available.

PLUMBING

CLASSIFIED

ELECTRICIAN
TJC Electrical Services - No Job too small or big. Service upgrade & 
Generator Specials. Call Tom Cassella at 203-619-2823. Licensed & 
Insured.

CLASSIFIED

United States Power Squadrons® 
For Boaters, By Boaters

NEW HAVEN SAIL & POWER SQUADRON

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:
Squadron Education Officer Peter DePascale 203-671-2420
Membership Nancy Miller 203-815-9385

AMERICA’S BOATING COURSE
New Haven Sail & Power Squadron, part of America’s Boating 
Club, will hold an eight-hour America’s Boating Course in two 
4-hour sessions on Sat., Mar. 7 and Sat.,  Mar. 14 at Essex Veterans 
Memorial Hall, 3 Westbrook Rd., Centerbrook.  Class runs from 
9 a.m. to1 p.m.  In addition to basic boating, the course will also 
include personal watercraft operation.  Successful completion of this 
course and the proctored exam satisfies Connecticut’s state licensing 
requirements and allows students to buy the $50 license.

All students must go to the Connecticut Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection website and Online Sportsmen Licensing 
to obtain their free Connecticut Conservation ID number in advance 
of the class.  Go to https://ct.aspirafocus.com/internetsales to obtain 
the number unless you already have a number from a fishing or 
hunting license.

All students must register by March 1.  The class will cost $60 
per person.  Prospective students should pay and register at www.
zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/americas-boating-course or text Peter 
DePascale at 203-671-2420. 

New Haven Sail & Power Squadron (NHSPS), is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit educational organization dedicated to making boating 
safer and more enjoyable by teaching classes in boat handling, 
navigation, and related subjects.    For information on NHSPS, go 
to: www.nhsps.org.         

GENERAL   CONTRACTORS
 Home Improvements - Ceiling & wall repairs. Water damage repairs. 
Drywall - Doors - Trim - Windows - Winter Rates. Free Estimates. 
Insured. Call Bill at 203-901-2136.
Deck & Porch Work - Decks - Porches - Railings - Stairs - Columns 
- Concrete Piers - New or repairs. Wood or composite decking. Winter 
rates. Insured. Call Bill at 203-901-2136.. 

FOR SALE
Large Oak Hutch. Glass front. $100.
Old Magazines 1950 UP-1960. 
National Geo’s. 1935 Free. Call 203-484-0761

PAINTING
WINTER SAVINGS - Best prices and availability are now. Get a 
freshly painted room or two. Sole proprietor so NO worries about a 
house full of strangers. Small jobs our specialty. Celebrating 40 years. 
BBB A+ rated. Trimworks Painting Lic. #0619599. Call 203-484-9181.

Madison Hoops continued
4 teammates attending, they offer a discounted price of $55/player 

each day. If there are 5 or more teammates, the cost is $50/player/day. 
Please have one of the parents text Coach Bill Barker with the names of 
the teammates attending (203-494-6905). If possible, they will put team-
mates on the same team. However, trades may be necessary to balance the 
competition. In addition, they are combining the 3 days to offer a discount 
to families who have a total of 4 or more days of camp. Examples:  2 sib-
lings attending 2 or 3 days would pay $55/player/day; 3 or more siblings 
attending 2 or 3 days would pay $50/player/day. (Family friendly pricing). 
Please select the discount that is of greatest benefit to you (team or family 
discount). We also offer financial assistance where needed.

For more information and to register, please go to www.madisonhoop-
dreams.com. If you have any questions, or need financial assistance, please 
call or text Coach Barker at 203-494-6905 or email him at wab6933@
gmail.com.


