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PASTA DINNER FUNDRAISER

HELP SUPPORT THE KAMP FAMILY WHO LOST THEIR
GRANDFATHER AND SON IN A TRAGIC HOUSE FIRE ON
NOVEMBER 3, 2025

A Pasta Dinner will take place
on

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 2026

at

St. Therese Church Hall
555 Middletown Ave, North Haven

Tickets are $20.00/per person or
$50.00/per family (up to 2 adults & 3 children)

There are three seatings available:

5:00 pm
6:15 pm
7:30 pm

Take your family out to dinner and support this
community event!

Pasta, Meatballs, Salad, Dessert and Coffee

Sponsored by:

The Saint Ambrose Knights of Columbus Council #6801
in Conjuction with
The Father James F. Donaher Council # 3733

For Tickets and information on sponsorship please email: knights6801@gmail.com
or call 203-684-3074

Tickets will also be available from both Councils, North Haven Fire Fighters and Local Merchants

Council Council
6801 3733
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Vincent J. Mase, Sr.

ATTORNEY AT LAW
The Law Office of 919J9 iolf)on Road
Vincent J. Mase S. LLC ~  B'o-
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR . s
AT LAW Tel: 203-484-4403

Fax 20.3-484-4404
E-MAIL:
Mase_attorney@sbcglobal.net

YOUR LOCAL REAL
ESTATE EXPERT

Season of comfort...

and maybe a new
address.

If life’s shifting a bit, I’ll
help you make a
confident, comfortable
move.

Call or text Kim Dawson
for your next move.

KIM DAWSON

203.481.4605
Kim@CoastalCTHomes.com
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Real Broker CT, LLC
B46.850. 2368
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BOOK YOUR SPECIAL EVENT TOBAY [203]714-4700

1565 MIDDLETOWN AVE., NORTHFORD | MILLPONDGATHERINGS.COM
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hair{designs

Hair Care
for Men & Women!
For extra copies of ' P w
the Totoket Times 1 e
or on the rare occai-
sons when we don’t
mail, you can visit our
neighborhood loca-
tions to pick one up.
NORTH Hours of Operation
BRANFORD Tuesda)i 1-5 PM
TOWN HALL Wednesday - Friday 9AM - SPM
Saturday 9AM - 3PM
1717 Foxon Rd. (Rte 80) -
PATCO North Branford (in The Keybank Plaza)
203-488-6959
NB BARBER
SHOP
MARC GUERTIN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
ATWATER
LIBRARY WILLS & TRUSTS
ASSET PROTECTION
ESTATE PLAMHING
HAIR DESIGNS (i) 203-500-0201
() MARC @ ATTORNEY MARC.COM
(¥) 222 RIMMON ROAD - NORTH HAVEN, CT 06473
POST OFFICE
NORTHFORD Sit & Stay
Dog Grooming, LLC
$5.00 Off -
EDWARD $45. Service
SMITH One per Family
LIBRARY
1387 Middletown Ave. .4
OASIS Northford, Ct 06472
QUICK MART Phone: 203-484-PAWS - (203-484.7207
RECREATION GPM
CENTER HOME SERVICES
QUALITY - HOMESTY - INTEGRITY
POST OFFICE Eesinential REVODELIMNG
ErrcHeNs - Batirooms - Winpows - Doors
3) 410-9261

PORTO
FUNERAL HOME

234 Foxon Road (RT. B20) | East Haven

203-467-3000

i info@portofuneralhomes.net
O wwrw portofuneralhomes. net

Dffering assistance Wwith
Fre-Flannireg = Pra-Fimancing « Burials = Sromation

IMirectores: Clement L, DweLaicia | Allbern A Deloadia

SERVING NEW HAVEN COUNTY SINCE 12931
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State Representative Vincent Candelora
Connecticut Taxpayers Deserve

Answers on Government Accountability

Millions in Medicaid abuse. Housing fund-
ing fraud. Bogus “learning centers.” And state
leaders that fueled it all—asleep at the wheel
at best, complicity at worst. As national media
continues to expose to a wider audience what
may be the largest collection of public fraud
schemes in American history in Minnesota,
citizens in every other state are rightly asking
whether bad actors are abusing their social
services systems fueled by public money.

Here in Connecticut, that question hits
especially hard. Our state, at just 3.7 million people, runs a $55 billion biennial
budget—and residents feel the weight of that spending every single day. Connecti-
cut is one of the most expensive places in the country to live, and every dollar of
waste, fraud, or inefficiency in state government ultimately lands on the backs of
taxpayers. When public funds aren’t spent wisely, it’s not an abstract problem—
it’s a contributing factor to why your property taxes keep climbing and squeezing
your household budget.

So, will anyone who controls the purse strings in our state government view
what’s happening in the Gopher State as reason to pop open Connecticut’s hood
and see whether things are working the way they’re supposed to?

Even casual observers of state government know the answer: It’s unlikely.

That’s a missed opportunity, because obvious reasons to be skeptical about state
government under Governor Ned Lamont certainly exist. A school construction
scandal involving a high-ranking official in his administration will soon send
that individual to prison. Media coverage of the investigation of bribery tied to
a Medicaid fraud scheme—which has a former Democratic state representative
also heading to prison—picked up steam as the head of the Department of Social
Services decided to retire. There’s also a federal probe into the nexus of the leg-
islature, state agencies, and state funds provided to community groups.

Fire or not, there’s more than enough smoke to warrant a serious look under
the hood.

And we’re not just talking about headline-grabbing scandals. A recent media
report revealed that federal and state officials issued orders to recover more than
$40 million in tax evasion, bogus Medicaid payments, COVID stimulus money,
and other types of fraud committed against Connecticut and national taxpayers.
Imagine what else could be uncovered with a more thorough effort.

Yet instead of demanding greater scrutiny, many beleaguered taxpayers were
frustrated as the state budget once again included millions in funding for organiza-
tions with apparently little to no vetting. In a state where residents already struggle
with high taxes, that lack of scrutiny isn’t just careless—it’s costly.

At this point, too many of my Democrat colleagues in the legislature seem to
have other priorities. They’re more interested in blaming President Trump for
everything imaginable than in scrutinizing what’s happening in our own state
government, including analyzing the impact of policy decisions they’ve made.

Consider the current approach to spending oversight. The legislature’s Appro-
priations Committee, which builds the budget, used to embrace “results-based
accountability,” or RBA, as the backbone of its work. Agency heads would grade
the effectiveness of how money was spent, and legislators would analyze the im-
pact of funding provided to non profits and other recipients. Those RBA efforts
began petering out around 2015, and the subcommittee dedicated to the subject
was eliminated altogether in 2023.

So the money keeps going out, but who is minding the store?

Every dollar misspent is a dollar that didn’t need to be collected from Con-
necticut residents in the first place. In a state where people are already stretched
thin, that matters.

As the year progresses, Governor Lamont will make his case for re-election. Ifhe
wants another term, he cannot hide from this issue. The Governor must recommit
state government to rigorous vetting and real accountability. The same goes for
majority Democrats in the legislature. What are they doing to make state govern-
ment accountable to the people who fund it? It has to be a priority conversation in
the 2026 legislative session, which begins Feb. 4th. Connecticut taxpayers deserve
an answer, and action, now.

Rep. Vincent Candelora

House Republican Leader

86th District

North Branford, Durham, East Haven, Guilford

4 This publication is published bi-weekly by )
Doss Enterprises LL.C
PO Box 313 Northford, CT. 06472
Tel; 203-410-4254
email: totokettimes(@comcast.net
PUBLISHER - FRANK MENTONE JR.
founders - Bert Bunnell Jr. & Antthony Esposito Jr.

The publisher assumes no responsibility for typographical errors. In the event
of an error, the publisher will issue a credit adjustment on only the incorrect
\_ portion of the advertisement, as well as a retraction in the next issue. )

Let’s Be “Frank”

Well brother, I know this is going to surprise you, but this Christ-
mas was the best one I've had in quite some time. If you remember
last year, Christmas was surrounded by a two week episode with a few
kidney stones. This year was OK health wise

It started as it usually does with the Vigil Mass at Saint Anthony’s
Church. Our small choir (which our new pastor refers to as Tony
Orlando and Dawn) sang our traditional “Oh Holy Night” I'm not
bragging, but we did not disappoint. That usually sets the tone for the
rest of the season.

Christmas eve was the usual fish dinner with some variations because
many of the new generation does not eat fish. We would go into the
gluten free and dairy free as well. Erica and the boys made homemade
noodles, I did my usual antipasto with bacala salad as well as scungilli
and calamari salad.

Christmas day was hosted by Erica and John and it was a delight-
ful day as we celebrated with the Bozzuto clan. Everyone one made
something and as usual the food was exceptional.

With Frank and Ana home for the holidays we hosted about thirty
family members for another gala event. Your son sent me some old
pictures and we had quite a good time reminiscing about grand par-
ents, aunts and uncles and how cute we were before age kicked the
crap out of some of us.

After everyone left and the dust settled, I started to reminisce a bit
more.

December made thirteen years that I have been at my part time job.
I took it for what was suppose to be two years. When I started, I was
the second youngest on a staff of twelve. Now I am the second oldest.

I also didn’t realized that the Totoket Times has now been my baby
for twenty five years. How did that fly by. I have owned it almost a
third of my life,

Between middle school and the High School, I am celebrating my
twentieth year coaching baseball for the North Branford School Dis-
trict.

The old man has been gone for thirty five years and mom for thirty.
I have now been without my father longer than I was with him.

So now it’s a new year and although I never make resolutions, I did
make one this year. I am happy to say it has already come to fruition.
I went to bed at 10:00PM on New Year’s Eve. It's been a while since I
stayed up to watch the ball drop. I slept in til 9:00AM to start the year
well rested. But the

resolution was to see
at least one day in
2026 and I made it.

Well that’s it for
now. My skepticism
for 2026 remains as
2025 was such a good
year. Our father al-
ways use to say “laugh
in the morning and
cry at night”.

Give my best to the
rest of the crew. Take
care and I'll see you
soon.

Srare of the Arr Dentisory
Emphasizing Cosmetics in a
Thetapeutic Eavirenment -
Don’t wait any longer.
Call for an appoiniment today
Let us show you what our all female
state-of-the-art cosmetic dentistry
can do for you.
- Whitening - Smile Design
- Painless Gentle Dentistry

Come see us at our new location!

185 Maple Ave., North Haven, CT

Varsha Salani, D.M.D., LLC
203) 234-1901

4 Letters to the editor... )

This paper encourages all readers to voice their opinions and comments.
The Totoket Times is not responsible for erroneous information

or sta ments in letters to the editor. Letters should be as brief as possible.
: Allletters must be signed. A telephone number should
be included and no personal attacks.

This paper reserves the right to edit all letters.
All letters should be addressed to :

The Editor

P.O. Box 313, Northford, CT 06472
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EDITORIAL

For the Health of it...
New Year Myths That Set You Up to Fail

Ef 2026 has arrived! Are you feeling “motivated” or
even pressured to make new year resolutions that
stick? There is something magical about the promise
of a new beginning but the truth is, the magic isn’t
sparked by a date. On January 1st my husband joked
that it seemed like only yesterday it was 2025. We
laughed yet, there is much hope to be found in the
fact that one flip of a calendar page does not make
the difference.

Each year, January Ist returns with empty prom-
ises of a fresh start, a clean slate, a new you. The ball drops and we’re expected
(or expecting) to wake up motivated, and dive into our goals with unwavering
discipline that will lead to a permanent transformation. But here’s the truth we
rarely say out loud: NOTHING MAGICAL HAPPENS ON JANUARY 1st.

Habits don’t reset overnight. Hormones don’t check the calendar. The nervous
system doesn’t know it’s a new year. And life—beautiful, messy, complicated
life—doesn’t suddenly become easier because the date changed. And honestly?
That’s not failure. It’s freedom; freedom that you hold the key to change, on
any given day and at any given moment.

The idea that change must start with the onset of the new year can quietly
set us up for disappointment. When motivation dips (because it always does),
we assume something is wrong with us instead of recognizing that change was
never meant to be instant or perfect. Think about the number of times you have
vowed to eat healthier, exercise more, drink more water, manage stress, or cut
back on screen time, counting on that “magic “ date to be the difference maker.
When things didn’t work out as planned you likely blamed yourself, threw in
the towel and reluctantly went back to your usual routine feeling worse off
than you did before.

Real change happens on ordinary days. (If you’ve chosen January 1st as that
ordinary day — great. Just be prepared to move forward with intent and cut
yourself some slack.)

Real change occurs when you go to bed 30 minutes earlie—because you're tired
of being tired. It happens when you add protein to breakfast instead of skipping it.
It happens when you pause before saying yes out of obligation.
It happens when you notice patterns instead of judging them.

These are not resolutions. They’re actions based on your decision to make_
adjustments.The restrictive “all or nothing”” mindset when replaced with small
changes consistently over time creates sustainable solutions.

Perhaps the biggest myth of new year resolutions is that willpower drives
success. Sleep, stress, blood sugar, hormones, and nervous system balance
all influence motivation, energy, and follow-through. When we ignore those
foundations and dig in our heels to rely solely on “trying harder,” we burn out
fast. Relying on willpower alone is the reason why so many resolutions don’t
last past February. Not because people don’t care—but because the approach
is actually backwards.

Instead of asking, “What should I do differently this year?” try asking things
like:

Why do I want to make changes?

What is something I do out of habit that no longer serves me well?
What’s draining my energy?

Am [ satisfied with my current health?

What’s one thing that would make my days feel more productive?

Regardless of the questions, the answers don’t require a calendar change.
They can only be answered through awareness.

Another overlooked reality is that growth isn’t linear. If you’ve ever given
up on your goals because you slipped up, this is an important truth to embrace.
One step forward, two steps back, two steps forward, one step back doesn’t
matter. We are always free to start again. If the past year taught you anything,
it’s probably that life doesn’t operate in neat monthly chapters. Stressful events
don’t wait for a specific date, so why should your well-being?

When habits are aligned with real life, not an idealized version of it, lasting
change can truly follow. It comes from choosing solutions that are flexible, not
perfect, sustainable, not temporary, and kind to both body and mind. And, it
comes from letting go of the mindset that says you’ve either “nailed it” or failed.

The best news is you don’t need a new year to start something new. You can
choose when to move forward with clarity, self-compassion, and consistency.
January 1st is just a date but today is up to you. It just might be the day you
decide to exercise the power you’ve had a along.

Have questions, comments or feedback? Please reach out at joann@well-
nessfusion.net.

The push-up challenge continues and it’s you vs you! That’s right, you are
the only person you are competing against while others cheer you on. Wall
push-ups, modified push-ups and full push-ups all count. Post your progress
daily via a private WhatsApp group. Reply “I’m in” to be added to the group.
Remember this monthly article is here for you- For the Health of it!

The Officers and Members of the North Branford
Fire Department, wish to extend our Best Wishes
for a Safe and Happy Holiday Season to all.

North Branford Fire Department 2025 Statistics

North Branford Fire Department continues to provide the highest qual-
ity of emergency and non-emergency life safety services to the citizens
and visitors in our community. Through the department’s commitment to
continuous improvement, staff development and implementing new and
innovative programs to create greater economic efficiencies and improve
emergency service effectiveness to North Branford residents. In compliance
with National Fire Protection Standards (NFPA) 1720, Standards for the
Organization and Deployment of Fire Suppression Operations, Emergency
Medical Operations and Special Operations to the Public by Volunteer Fire
Departments, the North Branford Fire Department exceeds the national
consensus standard, on scene within 8 minutes after dispatch.

During 2025 North Branford Fire Department personnel answered 2332
calls for service. The dollar loss related to fire damaged property during this
period was $350,000. Property saved was more than 15 million dollars.

Types of Calls:

Fire 48
Emergency Medical 1690
Motor Vehicle Accidents 121
Hazardous Conditions 76
Public Service/Good Intent 198
False Alarms 140
Weather/Other 59

As a cooperative and collaborative partner with our contiguous jurisdic-
tions, North Branford Fire Department provided and or received mutual aid
for 132 Fire/EMS incidents during the year, including the towns of East
Haven, Branford, Guilford, North Haven, Durham, Wallingford, Madison,
and the City of New Haven.
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Saturday 8:30 - 2:00
- WALK - INS ONLY -

OWMNER- ROBERT VIGLIOMNE
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Connecticut Sportsplex:
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

Branford Bible Chapel. 212 Branford Rd., corner of Twin Lakes Rd. 203-488-3586. Sunday
morning : 10:00 - 10:30 Worship & Lord’s Supper, 10:30 11:00 Announcements and Music Minity,
11:00 -11:45 Ministering of God’s Word & Sunday School. . Nursery provided. Vacation Bible
School, missions & outreach programs. www.branfordbiblechapel.org

St. Ambrose Parish — Roman Catholic Parish with two church buildings, St. Au-
gustine, located at 30 Caputo Rd. North Branford and St. Monica, located at 1321
Middletown Ave. Northford.

The pastor is Rev. Robert L. Turner. All are welcome and invited to join us for
Mass! Summer Mass times include: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Sat-
urday at 9:00 AM at St. Augustine. Weekend Masses are celebrated on Saturday at
4:30 PM at St. Augustine (English Ordinary no incense used), Sunday at 9:00 AM
at St. Monica (English Ordinary, no incense used) and on Sunday at 11:00 AM at St.
Augustine (Latin Ordinary with use of incense). The sacrament of Reconciliation is
offered a half hour before all Masses, excepting Sunday, and on Monday evenings
from 5-6 PM during Adoration. The parish office is located at St. Augustine Church
and is open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 9-1. You can access the
bulletin and staff emails at NBcatholics.org. If you are new to the area and looking
for a wonderful parish or homeschool co-op to join, please visit us or give us a call!

Hope Christian Church (we are an Assemblies of God affiliated church) 211 Mon-
towese Ave., North Haven C T www.hopeag.com. Sunday Service 10:00 AM,
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 PM. Follow us on Facebook. “realpeople realhope
reallife” (203) 234-7328

Community Baptist Church. 53 Hopson Avenue, Branford, CT. Pastor Jon Bickel.
Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m. and Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Nursery is provided.
Adult bible study and prayer meeting, and children’s clubs on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
For more info.: 203-488-8581; info@cbcbranford.org; www.cbcbranford.org

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, the White Church on the Hill in the Heart of North-
ford, has been an integral part of Northford since 1763! Worship services are held
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Refreshments and fellowship always follow. Please join us - we'd
love to get to know you! All are always welcome!! The church is also open to all in the
community for individual prayer, Tuesdays from noon to 2 p.m. St. Andrew’s supports
many community programs, and contributes regularly to the North Branford Scholar-
ship Program; North Branford Social Services (NBSS) Thanksgiving Basket Share and
Christmas gift and food basket share programs; NBSS Back-To-School Backpacks;
clothing donations (donation shed located at the back of the church parking lot); and
more. A number of fundraising events are held throughout the year to help us help our
neighbors, such as an Annual Rhubarb Fest, summertime Ice Cream Socials, and the
annual Harvest Supper. Please join us for the events, and help us help our neighbors!
Additionally, the church’s Parish Hall is available for rent for birthday parties, showers,
receptions, etc. The Rev. Bryan Spinks is St. Andrew’s priest; Nan Monde is Sr. Warden.
For more information please contact Nan at 203-710-7005

Northford Community Church. Church is located on Old Post Rd. (Corner of Rte
17 and Rte 22), PO Box 191 Northford. Phone (203)-484-0795, Fax (203)-484-
9916. Email: northfordcc@gmail.com. Office Hours: Tuesday 9am-1pm; Other
days by appointment. John Vigneri, Pastor. Catherine Klouda, worship leader.
Worship service 10am. Join us for coffee hour following worship. Holy Communion
on the first Sunday of each month. Like us on Facebook. Our website is www.
northfordcommunity.church.
The North Branford Congregational Church, NACCC, 1680 Foxon Road, North
Branford CT. Join us for meaningful worship and Bible based teaching every Sunday
at 10 am. Sunday School for children during service. Communion on the first Sunday
of the month. We offer Bible study, choir, lunch bunch, 2" Sunday brunch, charity
work, book club, praise team, men’s fellowship and more. To contact our church:
Office hours are Wednesday to Friday from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Phone: 203.488.8456,
email: nobdcong@sbcglobal.net, website: www.northbranfordcongregational. org
Come grow in faith with us!
Shoreline Community Church located at 9 Business Park Dr., Units 1-4, Branford,
CT. Call us at 203.481.8919. Sunday Services at 8:30 and 10:00 AM (Children and Jr.
High activities meet during our 10 AM service). For more information, check out our

website www.sccbranford.org. SCC is a diverse community that is dedicated to Making

the Invisible God Visible.

Please join us for worship at St. John’s Episcopal Church at 129 Ledge Hill Road in
Guilford, CT 06437. Our services are at 10 am each Sunday with Youth Spiritual
Foundation for ages 5 and up every first and third Sunday. Coffee hour after our
service in our parish hall. See our Facebook page St. John’s Episcopal Church,
Guilford CT. 203-457-1094. check our website at www.saintjohnsguilford.org

United Methodist Church, Branford 811 East Main St, Branford (Route 1,
across from Bill Miller’s Castle). www.umcbranford.org or (203) 488-0549.
Sunday service 9:30am - both in-person and live on our website. “The Church
on the Rock;” led by Pastor . We invite you to discover the power of faith in
Jesus Christ bringing God’s love to the world. Join us to worship, experience
God’s word, and stay connected.

Zion Episcopal Church, 326 Notch Hill Road, North Branford. While we are in tran-
sition, we continue to hold services of Morning Prayer following Rite 2 in the Book
of Common Prayer, and do have services of Holy Eucharist when we are fortunate to
get a supply priest. At this time, we have a single service at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday morn-
ing. Refreshments and fellowship to follow service in the parish hall. Please visit our
Facebook page or our website zionepiscopalchurch.org. Zion is an open and affirming
congregation for those seeking a safe place to worship and grow in Christ. 203-488-7395

Recycling News

Christmas Tree Pickup continues — January 12-16, 2026
On your scheduled pickup day.

The 2026 Recycling/Trash Information Card will be in
your January Totoket Times. Please look for it and save
it for a reference to all the trash/recycling events all year

long.
If the card is missing or you misplace yours, there will be copies at both
libraries and Town Hall. You can also download a copy from the town
website.

Reduce — Reuse - Recycle

For the New Year it is a good time to re-evaluate your waste footprint.

Donating = Reuse

For items that still have some life in them, consider posting them on the
Facebook page: North Branford & Northford Free Items.
Help someone else out, unclutter your house and help the environment at
the same time.

There are also a few North Branford and/or Northford Tag Sale Facebook
pages.
For a larger audience check out Freecycle.org in East Haven or New
Haven.

You can also look up your item in the New Haven Downsizing Donation
Guide. It lists multiple organizations that want your stuff! Just search for
‘New Haven Downsizing Donation Guide”.

Try the One-A-Day Declutter Method. Every day, commit to purge ONE
item from you home.

Try to donate your items so someone else can use them.

Plastic Film Reminder

The town’s drop off locations are:
The Northford Store. The Food Pantry of NB. Country
Paint and Hardware, T.J.’s Launderette and
our new Recycling Station at Public Works.

i
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Can I recycle it?
Connecticut has a website to help with recycling questions: www.

recyclect.com.
They also have an app.

For more information about recycling in North Branford you can check
out North Branford’s Recycling Committee’s website: https://www.
northbranfordct.gov/245/SolidHazardous-Waste-Recycling-Committee
or our Facebook page: North Branford CT Hazardous Waste & Recycling
Committee

Thank You for Your Participation
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North Haven Sons & Dughter of Italy
Lodge #2805 began on January 11,
2004. The Order of the Sons of Italy in
America (OSIA) have a total of nine fil-
1al lodges in Connecticut and hundreds
more throughout the United States and
Canada with

more than 600,000 members.

Some of our activiites are:

. Dinner dances

. Bocce League

. Annual Golf Tournament
. Annual Car Show

. Annual Fashion Shows

. Movie Nights

. Game Nights

. Supper Nights

. Guest Speakers
. and much more!

One of the fundamental ideals of the Or-
der of the Sons of Italy in America is the
celebration and sharing of our rich cultural
heritage. We believe in the North Haven Sons
& Daughters of Italy Lodge # 2805 that the
best way to proclaim this is by our active and
charitable involvement in our local commu-
nities.

Our Lodge bylaws require that we donate a
minimum of 50% of all profits to charitable
causes each year.

Tentative 2026 Events

Dominoes
Friday 1-16-26
Valentine Porchetta Dinner
2-20-26
Corned Beef & Cabbage
Saturday 3-21-26
Movie Night
Friday 4-10-25
Distinguised Citizen Dinner
Wednesday, 5-20-26
Memorial Day Parade
Saturday, 5-23-26
Bocce League
Begins Fridays 6-19-26
Horse Racing
Saturday 6-13-26
Music & Game Night
Saturday 6-20-26
Car Show
Saturday 8-8-26
Golf Outing
Sunday 9-20-26
Fashion Show
Sunday 10-4-26
Christmas Party
Sunday 12-6-26
October is Heritage Month
with various activities

7

~ Horpy
Valenties

Doy

Happy Valentine’s Day
Join your friends at a

Valentine Porchetta Dinner,
Friday February 20, 2026, 7:00
North Haven

\

First Name:

Start the New Year Off Right!

Make new friends and enjoy your heritage
Join the North Haven Sons & Daughters of Italy

Our Lodge makes donations to many

charitable organizations both locally and

nationally. Below is a list of
some of the organiations
we have supported.

* Our own Lodge scholarship
* Order of the Sons & Daughters
« of Italy National Programs
* North Haven Education Foundation
* Alzheimer’s Research Associaton
* Cooleys Anemia Foundation
* Doug Floutie Jr.
Foundation for Autisim
» Epilepsy Foundation of CT
* Ronald McDonald House
« M.AD.D
* Fisher House
* American Cancer Society
* Make a Wish Foundation
* Local food Banks
* QGaribaldi Meucci Museum
* Yale Hospital Toy Closet

For more information contact
Susan Velleca snoozie321@outlook.com
or
Frank Mentone Fmentonejr@comcast.net

Postal Mailing Address:
City

Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America Membership Application
CHECK ONE BOX: DNew Member DTransfer fromlodge# _ to#
DReinstatement DNew Information
MEMBER TYPE: DRegular' DSocial DStudent DAt Large
Local Lodge Name and Number : NcNorth Haven Sons and Daughters of Italy Lodge 2805
M.l.; _ Last Name:
State Zip, Phone; Home )

Email:

Cell ()

Congregational Church

Porchetta, Pasta, Vegetables, Salad,
Desserts & Cotfee or Tea,

Entertainment
§20 for Members, $25 for Non-Members
For Tickefs call Frank ot
203-410- 4254 or fmentonejcomeast.net

Italian Family Name:

Date of Birth Marital Status: Married __ or Single _ Sex:

Occupation

| certify that the above information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief
Date Applicants Signature

| certify that the applicant is fully eligible for the above membership and recommend membership approval

Date Sponsor Signature

Date Accepted By Local Lodge

Join for just $45.00 per year

Send check to:

North Haven Sons & Daughters of Italy #2805
PO Box 193, North Havne, CT 06473
Attention : SueAnn
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PARKS AND
RECREATION

§ SENIOR CENTER
JOIN US FOR

The second Friday of every month, 5:30-7:00 PM
STW COMMUNITY CENTER - 1332 Middletown Ave. Northford

FRIDAY JANUARY 3, 2026
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 13, 2026

You are warmly invited to join us for a
delicious home-cooked meal
Suggested donation: $5/per person

(or whatever feels right to you, just reach out to us)
All proceeds go toward food and future dinners.

Kindly RSVP!
nbrecreation.com or call the office (203)484-6017

SNOW TUBING

Spend a Thursday night snow tubing

with friends at Powder Ridge! Dress

for fun in the snow with snow pants,
jacket, gloves and hat.

Transportation, tubes, and helmets
are provided. Grades 6-8

January 29, 2026 - $45res/S$50nr
Register by: 1/23

February 26, 2026 - $45res/S50nr
Register by: 2/20

Departs from STW: 4:15 pm
Returns appx: 8:30 pm
Chaperoned by Parks & Recreation staff

Waivers for snow tubing are required and must be
filled out and signed by a parent or guardian in
order to participate. The waiver can be found under
the program information.

REC & READ

Join our Parks and Rec staff for a monthly story time and activity
geared towatrds children ages 0-4 years. This 45 minute program
will include a short story read out loud and an activity tied to
the story. Each child-will get to take home a copy of the book.

January 21,2026 - 10:15 - 11:00am - $5
STW Art Room - Ages 4 and.under

HOME SCHOOL OPEN GYM

In an effort to support our home schooled children and families, we
will be offering two separate open gym times weekly.

We invite you to use our space for fitness, games and social time with
peers while engaging in basketball, dodgeball, wiffle ball and other
indoor activities. Families must provide supervision. Registration and

sneakers required!
January 2026
STW Gym/Cafe

Ages 9 and under - Tuesdays 1:00-2:30pm
(does not occur on 1/6)

Ages 10+ - Thursdays 1:00 - 2:30pm

NORTH BRANFORD

PARKS, RECREATION, AND SENIOR CENTER
STWW COMMUNITY CENTER « 1332 MIDDLETOWN AVE NORTHFORD

WWW.NBRECREATION.COM - CALL (203) 484-6017
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK! @NBPARKSANDRECREATION AND INSTAGRAM! @NBPARK.REC.SENIOR

—SENIOR CENTER —

BREAKFAST AT STW *NEW*

Our new Breakfast Bar offers a healthy, welcoming
start to the day with a variety of nutritious options.
Come start your day with friends!

Yogurt Parfaits - January 21, 2026 - $3
8:30 - 10:00 am - STW Gym/Cafe
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Glenwood Drive In and Whitney Donuts
January 14, 2026
Departs STW at 10:00am Returns 2:00pm
Come for a meal on your own at the Glenwood Drive In,
then we will head up the street to Whitney Donuts! Please
register by 1/12.

Cracker Barrel and Trader Joe's
January 21, 2026
Departs STW at 10:00am Returns 2:00pm
Come for a meal on your own at Cracker Barrel then we
will head over to Trader Joe's! Please register by 1/19.

Colony Diner and Neil's Donuts Wallingford
February 4, 2026
Departs STW at 10:00am Returns 2:00pm
Come for a meal on your own at the Colony Diner then
we will head over to Neil's Donuts in Wallingford! . Please
register by 1/26.

with East Shore

January.
STW Seéenior Room

12:45-2:00pm Register by 1/16

SENIOR CENTER
VALENTINE’S DAY DANCE
FEBRUARY 11, 2026
1:30 - 3:30PM - $5
Departs STW at 12:30pm
Approximate return 4:30pm.

Lauralton Hall Key Club Valentine’s Day
Dance for the senior center community!
Featuring lively music entertainment by DJ
Buddha, light refreshments, and an oppor-
tunity to tour Lauralton’s Victorian Gothic
Pond- Taylor mansion. A student choreogra-
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CLASSIFIED AD RATES e

Personal, For Sale, Help Wanted, Tag Sale, and all non-business classified
1 issue $9.00 2 issues $12.00 3 issues $15.00
20 words or less, not including phone #. $.05 per word, per run,

after 20 words .
Lost and Found .......cccoooeeueeeeeeeerrereeeeen FREE E . By | d0NowhlillRd
Business Classified Ads & Real Estate T . L : 4 Norih |1I":||.1i|.'|1'd. C I.HM 7l
3 issues $35.00, 6 issues $60.00, 12 issues $100.00 =" e m——— =1 Fvery life is unique.

$.10 per word, per run, after 20 words Every __;_p::::r.il}]_.]v., special.

Payment MUST accompany all ads. The advertiser must notify this
newspaper of any errors.

Send ad along with your check to:

Totoket Times P.O. Box 313 Northford, CT 06472

For more information call 203-410-4254

PREPLAN AND SAVE!! ¢

* * * * * Scoan below to visit
our website!!

"Keenan Funeral Home was truly amoazing and very
attentive to all of our needs. Thaonk youn Keenon, for
being there in our most painful time.”

and I are to Keenon for their exceptional service
the momse
actual service, they we LS 0 1|r|r|r|-. il

pressures, our lmits e respected, ond everything
ELECTRICIAN wns soid outright,”

TJC Electrical Services - No Job too small or big. Service upgrade & Tt e e VT L e
Generator Specials. Call Tom Cassella at 203-619-2823. Licensed & b s e b bt
Insured.

PLUMBING

John DiMaggio Plumbing - Residential/Commercial repairs/remodeling.
Big or small. Water Heater Specials! Licensed & Insured.
Call 203 - 627 - 6826. References available.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Home Improvements - Ceiling & wall repairs. Water damage repairs.
Drywall - Doors - Trim - Windows - Winter Rates. Free Estimates.
Insured. Call Bill at 203-901-2126.

Deck & Porch Work - Decks - Porches - Railings - Stairs - Columns
- Concrete Piers - New or repairs. Wood or composite decking. Winter
rates. Insured. Call Bill at 203-901-2126..

PAINTING

WINTER SAVINGS - Best prices and availability are now. Get a
freshly painted room or two. Sole proprietor so NO worries about a
house full of strangers. Small jobs our specialty. Celebrating 40 years.
BBB A+ rated. Trimworks Painting Lic. #0619599. Call 203-484-9181.

FOR SALE

Large Oak Hutch. Glass front. $100.
Old Magazines 1950 UP-1960.
National Geo’s. 1935 Free. Call 203-484-0761

NORTH BRANFORD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT

“Security Systems are best when installed by
a Professional not the Internet”

203-288-1000
355 Sacket Point Rd. North Haven, Ct 06473 TO ORDER SEND

Did you know; US A MESSAGE

Antarctica is covered
in a sheet of ice that’s 7000 feet thick!




