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Branford Bible Chapel. 212 Branford Rd., corner of Twin Lakes Rd. 203-488-3586. Sunday 
morning : 10:00 - 10:30 Worship & Lord’s Supper, 10:30 11:00 Announcements and Music Minity, 
11:00 -11:45 Ministering of God’s Word & Sunday School. . Nursery provided. Vacation Bible 
School, missions & outreach programs. www.branfordbiblechapel.org

CHURCH  DIRECTORY

Shoreline Community Church located at 9 Business Park Dr., Units 1-4, Branford, 
CT.  Call us at 203.481.8919.  Sunday Services at 8:30 and 10:00 AM (Children and Jr. 
High activities meet during our 10 AM service).  For more information, check out our 
website www.sccbranford.org.  SCC is a diverse community that is dedicated to Making 
the Invisible God Visible.

St. Ambrose Parish – Roman Catholic Parish with two church buildings, St. Au-
gustine, located at 30 Caputo Rd. North Branford and St. Monica, located at 1321 
Middletown Ave. Northford.

The pastor is Rev. Robert L. Turner. All are welcome and invited to join us for 
Mass! Summer Mass times include: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Sat-
urday at 9:00 AM at St. Augustine. Weekend Masses are celebrated on Saturday at 
4:30 PM at St. Augustine (English Ordinary no incense used), Sunday at 9:00 AM 
at St. Monica (English Ordinary, no incense used) and on Sunday at 11:00 AM at St. 
Augustine (Latin Ordinary with use of incense). The sacrament of Reconciliation is 
offered a half hour before all Masses, excepting Sunday, and on Monday evenings 
from 5-6 PM during Adoration. The parish office is located at St. Augustine Church 
and is open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 9-1. You can access the 
bulletin and staff emails at NBcatholics.org. If you are new to the area and looking 
for a wonderful parish or homeschool co-op to join, please visit us or give us a call!

 

Please join us for worship at St. John’s Episcopal Church at 129 Ledge Hill Road in 
Guilford, CT 06437.  Our services are at 10 am each Sunday with Youth Spiritual 
Foundation for ages 5 and up every first and third Sunday.  Coffee hour after our 
service in our parish hall.  See our Facebook page St. John’s Episcopal Church, 
Guilford CT.  203-457-1094.  check our website at www.saintjohnsguilford.org

Zion Episcopal Church, 326 Notch Hill Road, North Branford. While we are in tran-
sition, we continue to hold services of Morning Prayer following Rite 2 in the Book 
of Common Prayer, and do have services of Holy Eucharist when we are fortunate to 
get a supply priest. At this time, we have a single service at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday morn-
ing. Refreshments and fellowship to follow service in the parish hall. Please visit our 
Facebook page or our website zionepiscopalchurch.org. Zion is an open and affirming 
congregation for those seeking a safe place to worship and grow in Christ. 203-488-7395

Community Baptist Church.  53 Hopson Avenue, Branford, CT.  Pastor Jon Bickel. 
Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m. and Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Nursery is provided.  
Adult bible study and prayer meeting, and children’s clubs on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.  
For more info.:  203-488-8581;  info@cbcbranford.org; www.cbcbranford.org

Hope Christian Church (we are an Assemblies of God affiliated church) 211 Mon-
towese Ave., North Haven C   T  www.hopeag.com. Sunday Service 10:00 AM, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 PM. Follow us on Facebook.    “realpeople realhope 
reallife”  (203) 234-7328

Northford Community Church. Church is located on Old Post Rd. (Corner of Rte 
17 and Rte 22), PO Box 191 Northford. Phone (203)-484-0795, Fax (203)-484-
9916. Email: northfordcc@gmail.com. Office Hours: Tuesday 9am-1pm; Other 
days by appointment. John Vigneri, Pastor. Catherine Klouda, worship leader. 
Worship service 10am. Join us for coffee hour following worship. Holy Communion 
on the first Sunday of each month. Like us on Facebook. Our website is www.
northfordcommunity.church.

United Methodist Church, Branford 811 East Main St, Branford (Route 1, 
across from Bill Miller’s Castle). www.umcbranford.org or (203) 488-0549. 
Sunday service 9:30am - both in-person and live on our website.  “The Church 
on the Rock,” led by Pastor . We invite you to discover the power of faith in 
Jesus Christ bringing God’s love to the world. Join us to worship, experience 
God’s word, and stay connected.  

The North Branford Congregational Church, NACCC, 1680 Foxon Road, North 
Branford CT.  Join us for meaningful worship and Bible based teaching every Sunday 
at 10 am. Sunday School for children during service.  Communion on the first Sunday 
of the month.  We offer Bible study, choir, lunch bunch, 2nd Sunday brunch, charity 
work, book club, praise team, men’s fellowship and more.  Our pastor is the Rev. 
Wendy Tarry.  To contact our church: Office hours are Wednesday to Friday from 9:00 
AM to 1:00 PM. Phone: 203.488.8456, email: nobdcong@sbcglobal.net, website: www.
northbranfordcongregational. org  Come grow in faith with us!

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, the White Church on the Hill in the Heart of North-
ford, has been an integral part of Northford since 1763! Worship services are held 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Refreshments and fellowship always follow. Please join us - we’d 
love to get to know you! All are always welcome!! The church is also open to all in the 
community for individual prayer, Tuesdays from noon to 2 p.m. St. Andrew’s supports 
many community programs, and contributes regularly to the North Branford Scholar-
ship Program; North Branford Social Services (NBSS) Thanksgiving Basket Share and 
Christmas gift and food basket share programs; NBSS Back-To-School Backpacks; 
clothing donations (donation shed located at the back of the church parking lot); and 
more. A number of fundraising events are held throughout the year to help us help our 
neighbors, such as an Annual Rhubarb Fest, summertime Ice Cream Socials, and the 
annual Harvest Supper. Please join us for the events, and help us help our neighbors! 
Additionally, the church’s Parish Hall is available for rent for birthday parties, showers, 
receptions, etc. The Rev. Bryan Spinks is St. Andrew’s priest; Nan Monde is Sr. Warden. 
For more information please contact Nan at 203-710-7005

CHURCH

��    NBCC Holly Fair
The North Branford Congregational Church will be holding it’s annual 

Holly Fair on Saturday, November 22nd from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.  The 
church is located at 1680 Foxon Rd (Rt 80), North Branford.  This year the 
raffle prizes are a $500 Stop & Shop Gift Card, A Tree of Fortune and a 
Toaster Oven/ Air Fryer Combo.  The fair will also feature a White Elephant 
Room, Jewelry, The Cookie Walk, A Pie Path, Better Treasures, Basket 
Raffles, The Country Kitchen, Handmade Crafts and our Cafe’ Noel for 
breakfast and Lunch.  The church provides free parking and is handicapped 
accessible.  Call the church office at 203-488-8456 for more information.

 

Totoket Times November 21, 2025 HOLIDAYS

SEND YOUR HOLDAY SCHEDULES TO
TOTOKETTIMES@COMCAST.NET



9

Thanksgiving is a national holiday celebrated on various dates in October 
and November in the United States, Canada, Saint Lucia, Liberia, and un-
officially in countries like Brazil and Germany. It is also observed in the 
Australian territory of Norfolk Island. It began as a day of giving thanks 
for the blessings of the harvest and of the preceding year. Various similarly 
named harvest festival holidays occur throughout the world during autumn. 
Although Thanksgiving has historical roots in religious and cultural 
traditions, it has long been celebrated as a secular holiday as well.

History
Prayers of thanks and special thanksgiving ceremonies are common among 

most religions after harvests and at other times of the year. The Thanksgiving 
holiday history in North America is rooted in English traditions dating from 
the Protestant Reformation. It also has aspects of a harvest festival, even 
though the harvest in New England occurs well before the late-November 
date on which the modern Thanksgiving holiday is celebrated.

In the English tradition, days of thanksgiving and special thanksgiving 
religious services became important during the  English Reformation  in 
the reign of Henry VIII. Before 1536 there were 95 Church holidays, plus 
every Sunday, when people were required to attend church and forego work. 
Though the 1536 reforms in the Church of England reduced the number of 
holidays in the liturgical calendar to 27, the Puritan party in the Anglican 
Church wished to eliminate all Church holidays apart from the weekly Lord’s 
Day, including the evangelical feasts of Christmas and Easter (cf. Puritan 
Sabbatarianism). The holidays were to be replaced by specially called Days 
of Fasting and Days of Thanksgiving, in response to events that the Puritans 
viewed as acts of special providence. Unexpected disasters or threats of 
judgement from on high called for Days of Fasting.

Special blessings, viewed as coming from God, called for Days of Thanks-
giving, which were observed through Christian church services and other 
gatherings. For example, Days of Thanksgiving were called following the 
victory over the Spanish Armada in 1588 and following the deliverance 
of Queen Anne in 1605. An unusual annual Day of Thanksgiving began in 
1606 following the failure of the Gunpowder Plot in 1605 and developed 
into  Guy Fawkes Day  on November 5. Days of Fasting were called on 
account of plagues in 1604 and 1622, drought in 1611, and floods in 1613. 
Annual Thanksgiving prayers were dictated by the charter of English settlers 
upon their safe landing in America in 1619 at Berkeley Hundred in Virginia.

In Canada
According to some historians, the first celebration of Thanksgiving in 

North America occurred during the 1578 voyage of Martin Frobisher from 
England in search of the Northwest Passage. Other researchers, however, 
state that «there is no compelling narrative of the origins of the Canadian 
Thanksgiving day.

Antecedents for Canadian Thanksgiving are also sometimes traced to the 
French settlers who came to New France in the 17th century, who celebrated 
their successful harvests. The French settlers in the area typically had feasts 
at the end of the harvest season. They continued throughout the winter 
season, even sharing food with the indigenous peoples of the area.

As settlers arrived in Nova Scotia from New England after 1700, late 
autumn Thanksgiving celebrations became commonplace. New immigrants 
into the country—such as the Irish, Scottish, and Germans—also added 
their own traditions to the harvest celebrations. Most of the U.S. aspects of 
Thanksgiving (such as the turkey) were incorporated when United Empire 
Loyalists began to flee from the United States during and after the American 
Revolution and settled in Canada.

In 1859, the government of the provinces of Canada declared a Thanks-
giving Day in which “all Canadians [were asked] to spend the holiday in 
‘public and solemn’ recognition of God’s mercies. On 9 October 1879, 
Canada›s Governor General, the Marquis of Lorne, declared November 
6 as “a day of General Thanksgiving to Almighty God for the bountiful 
harvest with which Canada has been blessed.”[9] The Canadian Parliament 
on 31 January 1957 applied the same language in its proclamation for the 
modern holiday: «A Day of General Thanksgiving to Almighty God for the 
bountiful harvest with which Canada has been blessed—to be observed on 
the second Monday in October.
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In the United States
Jennie Augusta Brownscombe’s 1914 portrait, The First Thanksgiving 

at Plymouth, now on display at Pilgrim Hall Museum in Plymouth, Mas-
sachusettsJennie Augusta Brownscombe’s 1925 portrait, Thanksgiving 
at Plymouth, now on display at the National Museum of Women in the 
Arts in Washington, D.C.

An annual thanksgiving holiday tradition in North American colonies 
is documented for the first time in 1619, in what is now called the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. Thirty-eight English settlers aboard the ship Mar-
garet arrived by way of the James River at Berkeley Hundred in Charles 
City County, Virginia on December 4, 1619. The landing was immediately 
followed by a religious celebration, specifically dictated by the group›s 
charter from the London Company. The charter declared, “that the day of 
our ships arrival at the place assigned for plantation in the land of Virginia 
shall be yearly and perpetually kept holy as a day of thanksgiving to Al-
mighty God  Since the mid 20th century, the original celebration has been 
commemorated there annually at present-day Berkeley Plantation, ancestral 
home of the Harrison family of Virginia.

The more familiar but historically inaccurate explanation of the origins of 
the Thanksgiving holiday involves the Pilgrims and Puritans who emigrated 
from England in the 1620s and 1630s. They brought their previous tradition 
of days of humiliation and thanksgiving (both of which involved fasting) 
with them to  New England. A multi-day festival in 1621 in  Plymouth 
Colony was prompted by a good harvest, though it was not at the time 
described as a thanksgiving. The Wampanoag, who had a mutual defense 
treaty with the colonists, responded in alarm to sounds of ceremonial gunfire, 
and were welcomed to join the feast. Along with the last surviving Patuxet, 
the Wampanoag had helped them get through the previous winter by giving 
them food in that time of scarcity, in exchange for an alliance and protection 
against the rival Narragansett tribe.

Several celebrations were held in early New England history that have 
been identified as the “First Thanksgiving”, including Pilgrim festivals in 
Plymouth in 1621 and 1623, and a Puritan holiday in Boston in 1631.[14]

[15] Now called 3 Oktoberfeest, Leiden›s autumn thanksgiving celebration 
in 1617 was the occasion for sectarian disturbance that appears to have 
accelerated the Pilgrims› plans to emigrate to America.[16]  The 1621 
Plymouth celebration was largely forgotten for hundreds of years and did not 
contribute to the development of the American holiday. It was retroactively 
termed «the first Thanksgiving» in a footnote added to an 1841 book by 
Alexander Young, and the Pilgrim story was then later incorporated into 
celebrations of the holiday.

Later in New England, religious thanksgiving services were declared 
by civil leaders such as Governor Bradford, who planned the Plymouth 
colony’s thanksgiving celebration and feast in 1623.The practice of holding 
an annual harvest festival did not become a regular affair in New England 
until the late 1660s.

Thanksgiving proclamations were made mostly by church leaders in New 
England up until 1682, and then by both state and church leaders until after 
the American Revolution. During the revolutionary period, political influ-
ences affected the issuance of Thanksgiving proclamations. Various procla-
mations were made by royal governors, and conversely by patriot leaders, 
such as John Hancock, General George Washington, and the Continental 
Congress,[22] each giving thanks to God for events favorable to their causes.
[23] As the first President of the United States, George Washington proclaimed 
the first nationwide thanksgiving celebration in America marking November 
26, 1789, «as a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by 
acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and signal favours of Almighty 
God”,[24] and calling on Americans to «unite in most humbly offering our 
prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech 
him to pardon our national and other transgressions

On October 31, 1939, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed a presi-
dential proclamation changing the holiday to the next to last Thursday in 
November in an effort to boost the economy.The earlier date created an extra 
seven days for Christmas shopping since at that time retailers never began 
promoting the Christmas season until after Thanksgiving. But making the 
proclamation so close to the change wreaked havoc on the holiday schedules 
of many people, schools, and businesses, and most Americans were not in 
favor of the change. Some of those who opposed the change dubbed the 
holiday Franksgiving that year. 

Edited from Wikipedia

SOME TIDBITS ABOUT THANKSGIVING

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
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				    Final Results			 
	
			   MUNICIPAL ELECTION  			

	
			          November 4, 2025		  	

	
Total Number of Electors -  9621  						    

	
   District 1 -   5121							     
   District 2 -   2564							     
   District 3 -   1936							     
							     
Total Number Voting -  3271    (34%)						   

	
   District 1 - 1710    (33.4%)						    

	
   District 2 -  902     (35%)						    

	
   District 3 -  659     (34%)						    

	
Town Council	 District 1	 District 2	 District 3	 Total	
Marie E. Diamond*	 D	 811	 367	 323	 1501	
Vincent J. Mase, Sr.*	 D	 824	 367	 316	 1507	
Craig C. Miller*		  D	 860	 380	 302	 1542	
Christopher N. Heon	 D	 748	 341	 271	 1360	
Daniel J. Seiden		  D	 775	 371	 278	 1424	
Bruce E. Abelson		 D	 782	 353	 277	 1412	
Rose Angeloni*		  R	 1010	 568	 382	 1960	
Thomas P. Zampano*	 R	 943	 517	 359	 1819	
Jeffrey Macmillen*	 R	 923	 563	 367	 1853	
Walter L. Goad, Jr.*	 R	 880	 507	 344	 1731	
Ronald Pelliccia, Jr.*	 R	 884	 499	 356	 1739	
Robert H. Whitworth, Jr.*R	 872	 519	 355	 1746	
							     
Board of Education  							     
Marcey Onofrio*		 D	 896	 431	 342	 1669	
Stephanie L. Byrd	 D	 821	 361	 296	 1478	
Marjorie Bonadies*	 R	 845	 491	 329	 1665	
Carolyn Candelora*	 R	 997	 542	 372	 1911	
Elizabeth Hintz Siena*	 R	 902	 532	 365	 1799	
Kara L.C. Papa	 Pet. Cand.	 405	 178	 163	 746	
							     
* denotes those elected		

Recycling News
---------------------------

Thanksgiving is a trash holiday. Pickups is delayed one day 
following trash holidays.

==========
Saturday November 22nd is the last day that the leaf drop-

off is open.
North Branford residents can bring their leaves to the leaf drop off 

center located to the left of the police station, near the Public Works 
Facility on Route 22 from 9:00am to 3:00pm. Just follow the signs. No 

brush or grass clippings. No commercial vehicles. Please place leaves in 
biodegradable leaf bags (no tape please) or empty them loose onto the 

ground.
There will be a curbside pickup of leaves in biodegradable leaf bags (no 

tape please), the weeks of December 1st -12th on your normal trash pickup 
day.

Reminder of the items to put into your Recycling Tote.

Glass Containers.

Metal containers – tin, aluminum, steel

Plastic Containers and Trays with numbers 1-7 on them

Paperboard Boxes and Cartons

Milk and OJ cartons and juice boxes

Paper, newspapers, mail envelopes, magazines, paperback books, paper 
bags and cards

Corrugated Cardboard

Items to put into your Trash Tote.

Light bulbs, plate glass, Pyrex, pottery, ceramics

Empty paint cans, coat hangers

Plastic smaller than 2”,     Black plastic containers.

Styrofoam

Anything contaminated with residue (food, oil)

Bubble lined paper mailers

Fancy wrapping paper (no metallic, foil, plastic coatings)

Shredded paper

Plastic Film Recycling

Plastic Film – bring to town or retailer drop off location

Grocery bags, bread bags, wood pellet bags, salt bags, zipper bags,

Plastic wrap from water bottle cases, diapers, bathroom tissue, and paper 
towels, as well as bubble wrap, shipping pillows and all plastic mailers. 

Items to Recycle at other Locations

Household Batteries – Office supply store

Electronics and Tech– Electronics or office supply store

Paint – Paint drop-off location (paintcare.org/drop-off-sites)

Small cosmetic containers – Beauty supply store (pactcollective.org)

Medications – Collection bin at NB Police Dept, some drug stores

Waste Oil – Auto Supply Store

Printer Cartridges – Office supply store
==========

For more information about recycling in North Branford you can check 
out North Branford’s Recycling Committee’s website: https://www.

northbranfordct.gov/245/SolidHazardous-Waste-Recycling-Committee
or our Facebook page: North Branford CT Hazardous Waste & Recycling 

Committee
Thank You for Your Participation

DEATH NOTICE
Calvin Beck 92 of Northford passed away peace-

fully on Monday, October 27th, 2025, at the Midstate 
Medical Center, Meriden. A man of quiet strength, 
warmth, and great skill, he lived a long fulfilling life 
rooted in family, hard work, and a deep appreciation 
of nature.  He was the beloved husband of 69 years to 
the late Audrey M. Belcher Beck.  Calvin was born 
in New Haven on April 22nd, 1927, and was the son 
of the late Sigmond F. and Lydia E. Gherlone Beck. 
Calvin devoted his career to his craft as a skilled 
tool maker, known for his precision, dedication and 

pride and a job well done. His hands built not only tools but a lifetime of 
memories for those fortunate enough to know him. Outside work, Calvin 
found joy in life’s simple pleasures, cooking gourmet meals from his gar-
den’s bounty, caring for animals, spending time outdoors camping, fishing, 
hiking and tending to his plants.  He shared his love for nature with others 
as a boy scout leader for many years. He was an avid reader and seeker of 
knowledge.  Calvin will be deeply missed and fondly remembered for his 
love of the earth, his craftsmanship, and his kind and steady presence in 
the lives of all who knew him. Father of Calvin D. Beck, Todd E. Beck and 
Allison Rogge (Scott). Proud grandfather of Patricia Gordon (Al), Thomas 
Beck, Rachel Caswell (John), Jack Rogge, and Ryan Rogge.  Brother of 
Susan Beck and the late Lois Phillips, Nancy Woghan and Collis Herman 
Beck. Also survived by many nieces and nephews.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association www.alz.org or to Disabled American Veterans day.org/donate/

www.northhavenfuneral.com
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      CLASSIFIED AD RATES
Personal, For Sale, Help Wanted, Tag Sale, and all  non-business classifi ed
 1 issue $9.00 2 issues $12.00 3 issues $15.00
 20 words or less, not including phone #. $.05 per word, per run,  

 after 20 words
Lost and Found ...................................   FREE
Business Classifi ed Ads & Real Estate
3 issues $35.00, 6 issues $60.00,  12 issues $100.00  
$.10 per word, per run, after 20 words
Payment MUST accompany all ads.  The advertiser must notify this 

newspaper of any errors.  
Send ad along with your check to:
Totoket Times P.O. Box 313 Northford, CT 06472
For more information call 203-410-4254

John DiMaggio Plumbing - Residential/Commercial repairs/remodeling. 
Big or small. Water Heater Specials! Licensed & Insured. 
Call 203 - 627 - 6826. References available.

PLUMBING

CLASSIFIED

ELECTRICIAN
TJC Electrical Services - No Job too small or big. Service upgrade & 
Generator Specials. Call Tom Cassella at 203-619-2823. Licensed & 
Insured.

2025 THANKSGIVING DAY MENU
9” Pies
(All our pies are made from scratch with real fruit, butter & no preservatives)
Pumpkin Pie  $17.50  Apple Pie  $18.00  
Coconut Custard Pie    $17.00  Apple Crumb Pie $18.00  
Chocolate Cream Pie    $18.00  Chocolate Lemon Pie $18.00

Cheesecakes   (8” $45.00         10” $45.00)
Pumpkin Cheesecake
New York Style Cheesecake plain or with Strawberries

Breads
Snowfl ake Dinner Rolls    $7.50 Doz.
Assorted Stuff ed Breads
Antipasta  $17.50  Buff alo Chicken $16.00
Pepperoni & Cheese $16.00  Broccoli & Cheese $16.00
Eggplant Parmesan $16.00  Spin, Saus.& Cheese $17.50
Full Stuff ed Bread Menu is also available.
Desserts
Assorted Italian Pastry
Holiday Cookie Platters   $19.25 per pound.
Dessert Cakes available from our menu
NEW THIS YEAR
Ciabatta Antipasto - A stunning Holiday centerpiece with an 
assortment of cheeses, meats marinated vegetables and olives all 
served on fresh baked ciabatta bread. $100.
Store Made Lasagna - Layers of fresh pasta, ricotta cheese, 
mozzarella and house made meat sauce. Full pan $95. Half pan $65.
Stoe Made Manicotti - Fresh pasta stuff ed with ricotta cheese and 
mozzarella then topped with house made tomato sauce Full pan $75, 
Half pan $55.
To ensure availability place order by Sunday, November 23rd.
Holiday Store Hours:
Tuesday  November 25th 7:30 - 3:00, Wednesday,  - 7:30 - 4:30
Thursday, November 27th  & Friday, November 28th - Closed. 
Saturday, November 29th 8:00 - 3:00. Sunday, November 30th  8 - 12.

999 Foxon Road, North Branford
203-484-0330 www.pastryfusions.com

CLASSIFIED

“Security Systems are best when installed by
a Professional not the Internet”

203-288-1000
355 Sacket Point Rd. North Haven, Ct 06473

The amount of energy Americans use
 doubles every twenty years

Taking orders now through November 21st
Assorted Cupcakes decorated as Thanksgiving Dinner!

www.j-cakes.com 203-488-2800
Foxon Road, North Branford, Farm River Plaza


