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Time to help keep your :
Hometown Newspaper Strong |

l
l
To spend time explain-
| ing all the Totoket Times l
I does for our communityl
would be a waste.. After
| close to 25 years, those |
who know, know and those
l who don’t know will never
| getit. IFYOU FORGOT, THERE IS STILL TIME to help support the |
continuance of “Your Town newspaper by making a voluntary payment.
| The postage is $1,200. per issue and the printing is close to $1,000. |
As you can easily see, our advertising dollars do not support those
Iexpenses and I don’t want to increase advertising rates as our local busi-
nesses are fighting hard enough to keep afloat.
So whatever you can do will greatly help the process. Send you pay-
Iments to:
Totoket Times, PO Box 313, Northford , CT 06472
or VENMO Frank-Mentone-1
Name
Address
Amt

2025-2027 Town Council and BOE Sworn in

On November 18th the newly-elected 2025-27 Town Council(top photo)
was sworn-in to office, taking the oath administered by Town Clerk Lisa
Valenti. Mayor Rose Angeloni, Deputy Mayor Jeff Macmillen and incum-
bent Councilors Thomas Zampano, Ronald Pelliccia, Walter Goad, Craig
C. Miller, and Marie Diamond were re-elected, and new Councilors Robert
Whitworth and Vincent Mase, Sr. were added to the Council.

Board of Education members Carolyn Candelora, Marjorie Bonadies,
Elizabeth Siena and Marcey Onofrio also took the oath of office.

Congratulations to the new Town Council and Board of Education!
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STRENGTHEN. OVERCOME. SUCCEED.

Offering Psychotherapy + LENS Neurofeedback
Most Insurances Accepted
Call for a Free Consultation

Jamie Dynderski, LCSW =] =]
Call/ Text 203-868-8393 = 155 Foxon Road
jdynderski@mftherapy.com E North Branford, CT

TOTOKET TIMES

Table of Contents

Editorial Pages 3-4
School Page 5
Sports Page
Church Page

| =
Deadline Publication Date _ M :
December 12 December 19 W

January January Sporting Arms, LLC

5
January 16 January +* 6
January February i Recreation Page 7
February February 'Enfma o Classified Page 8

February March Amic Willhiee, Chrer (203) 484-7474
March March New and Used Guns » Bought » Sald » Traded

Totoket Times is mailed free to all town residents.
If you wish to discontinue contact 203-410-4254.




2 Totoket Times December 5, 2025

Vincent J. Mase, Sr. A

ATTORNEY AT LAW °
The Law Office of 9%9 ﬁ‘i"o"“ Road ,O N \
Vincent J. Mase Sr. LL.C N :tltllB ford. Ct 8 ]
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR orth branltord,
AT LAW Tel: 203-484-4403 }

Fax 20.3-484-4404
E-MAIL: n
Mase_attorney@sbcglobal.net H alr C ar e
for Men & Women!

YOUR LOCAL REAL
ESTATE EXPERT

Grateful for Home... and
Helping You Find Yours
@&

gratitude, and there’s

of coming home.

Call or text Kim Dawson
for your next move.

KIM DAWSON

203.481.4605

Kim@CoastalCTHomes.com

read
Military

Real Broker CT, LLC
646.859.2368

This season is all about

nothing like the feeling
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MILLPOND

GATHERINGS

GRILL & CHILL

PATIO PARTY EVERY THURSDAY
329 All you can eat Cookout!

1565 MIDOLETOWN AVE., NORTHFORD | MALLPONDGATHERINGS.COM

[BT
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Hours of Operation

Comin g Tuesday 1-5 PM
Wednesday - Friday 9AM - SPM
Soon Saturday 9AM - 3PM
1717 Foxon Rd. (Rte 80) -
Full 2026 North Branford (in The Keybank Plaza)
North Haven 203-488-6959

Sons & Daughters

of Italy Schedule
of events. MARC GUERTIN

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Information on
becoming a
member with
background and
history of the Order.

WILLS & TRUSTS
ASSET PROTECTION
ESTATE PLAMHING
I:EI 205 -500-0200
() MARCE@ATTORNCYMARC.COM
(¥) 222 RIMMON ROAD - NORTH HAVEN, CT 06473

Sit & Stay
Dog Grooming, LLC

$5.00 Off
$45. Service
~ One per Family-
Expires 12-31-25

1387 Mi

dletown Ave. 4
Northford, Ct 06472
Phone: 203-484-PAWS - (203-484-7297

GPM
HOME SERVICES

OUALITY - HOMESTY - INTEGRITY

Resinenmiar REMODELING
FrrocHENS - Batarooss - Winnows - Dooes

(203) 410-9261

PORTO
FUNERAL T1OMLE

234 Foxon Road (RT. 80) | East Haven

203-4567-3000 SR
@ infodportofuneralhomes_net f"’ﬂﬁ . 3
< wwvne_portofuneralhomes_net : L--—?F:?E'E? _fa"l
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State Representative Vincent Candelora
Problems in State Government Are Piling Up

It’s been a rough couple of weeks for
Connecticut state government. The steady
drumbeat of scandals, mismanagement,
and accountability failures should make
clear to officials who would like to brush
off what’s transpiring that these issues can
no longer be ignored. Government needs
a hard reset.

Last week, the state’s Department of
Motor Vehicles finally fired an employee who had been using his position
to personally profit from towed vehicles—nearly five years after investiga-
tors uncovered the scheme. The DMV worker traded favors with a towing
company, letting them skip DMV lines in exchange for the ability to buy
towed cars at deeply discounted prices, which he then resold for thousands
of dollars in profit. That it took five years to relieve the individual from his
position is an embarrassment in bureaucracy.

Spending in our state colleges and universities system received more media
coverage recently when state auditors revealed that Eastern Connecticut
State University was missing documentation for more than $100,000 in
expenses and contracts for the 2023-24 fiscal year. Unsurprisingly, purchase
card transactions were also an issue. Thankfully, the legislature has dug into
the issue of lax financial controls at schools—it rose to prominence after the
former $450,000 a year chancellor’s spending abuses—and is scrutinizing
the problem.

Meanwhile, former state Representative Christopher Ziogas pleaded
guilty to bribery charges, admitting he delivered thousands of dollars in
bribes to former state budget official Kosta Diamantis to kill a Medicaid
audit of his fiancée’s optometry practice. It’s been one of the less-heralded
federal corruption stories, though he faces a maximum of 55 years in prison.
Diamantis, already convicted on separate bribery charges related to school
construction contracts, now faces trial in February.

The federal investigation into state nonprofit funding keeps uncover-
ing problems. This week revealed that the Department of Economic and
Community Development was warned in 2023 about a conflict of interest
involving Senator Doug McCrory but failed to inform the Governor or State
Ethics office. A nonprofit director reported “political coercion” over a $5
million grant split with McCrory’s associate—a concern that apparently
didn’t get the attention it deserved at the time.

Adding to the rough week was an embarrassing set of emails obtained
through a Freedom of Information request of the Attorney General’s Of-
fice, which has marketed itself as the paragon of virtue in state government.
Office employees made derogatory comments about a whistleblower who
had filed discrimination complaints against state agencies and searched for
personal information to find liens against him. Aside from being unprofes-
sional, such conduct directed at a whistleblower raises serious questions
about how the office handles sensitive matters.

These aren’t isolated incidents. They reveal a pattern: corruption and
controversy thrives when there’s no transparency, no oversight, and no
consequences. Investigations languish for years. Whistleblowers get mocked
instead of protected. Warnings about conflicts of interest get ignored. Basic
documentation requirements are treated as optional.

I’ve been pushing for comprehensive reforms—demanding transparency
in how tens of millions of dollars in grants are distributed, requiring public
hearings and audits, and insisting on real oversight of state agencies.

When the legislature re-convenes in February, I hope Republican account-
ability proposals—including an expansion of duties for the state’s inspector
general—will get the consideration they deserve. Particularly given what
we’re seeing in the news media.

Connecticut taxpayers deserve better. It’s time for real change.

Rep. Vincent Candelora -House Republican Leader
86th Assembly District
Nort Branford, Durham, East Haven, Guilford

4 This publication is published bi-weekly by )
Doss Enterprises LL.C
PO Box 313 Northford, CT. 06472
Tel; 203-410-4254
email: totokettimes(@comcast.net
PUBLISHER - FRANK MENTONE JR.
founders - Bert Bunnell Jr. & Antthony Esposito Jr.

The publisher assumes no responsibility for typographical errors. In the event
of an error, the publisher will issue a credit adjustment on only the incorrect
\_ portion of the advertisement, as well as a retraction in the next issue. )

Let’s Be “Frank”

Well brother, as the old man would say, “Another Thanksgiving shot to:
hell”. As is always the case, this one had it’s ups and down. From tables
filled with many family members, plenty of laughter, tons on food, wine,
lemon cello, sambuca and football games, this one was quite different

There was no alcohol, the menu was limited and football was silenced.
Gina’s game was on Tuesday, because Fairfield Prep is in the tournament
and they wanted to stretch the games out so the kids got proper rest between:
games. Frankie would up going to his brother-in- law’s in California, so [
opted to not watch football without my favorite eating and game day part-
ner. When we sat down to the dinner table, there were only three of us. A
far cry form the crowds of the past.

SueAnn made the full compliment for the traditional menu with a few
items left out. We literally went from soup to nuts (chestnuts). Only pumpkin,
pie for dessert and a few gluten free items for when Erica and her family:
came for leftovers on day two.

Some of the traditions did remain. I started the day with my usual trip to
the cemetery to visit with the people who graced my table for many years.
While there (as I do every year), I did a welfare check with a few elderly.
friends to wish them a Happy Thanksgiving. Our friend Cathy is 92 and.
she still is able to have a glass of wine a day and as she put it, “once a week,
two fingers of scotch with one ice cube.

The ways of the church still baffle me. Although not a Holy Day of Ob-
ligation, when we were kids one church had two or three Masses to give
the people an opportunity to properly thank the Lord for our gifts. Now:
with more than four or five churches in a single parish, most parishes only,
had one Mass for the family of parishioners. Some of us adjust. I relax and
reflect at the cemetery but many do not. Another discouragement with no
formal means of gathering together to express thanks and worship with our
parish family. As one priest casually explained to me, “It’s not about the
convenience of the people”. I was told the look on my face was priceless.
when I realized he was serious. ,

The day was very relaxing. It actually gave more time than usual to re-
flect on the great life (even with its bad times) that we really have. Out of
memories to mon and Mary, we watch for the gazillenth time, the Sound
of Music. I also watched bits and pieces of It’s a Wonderful Life. I usually.
watch it in its entirety on the anniversary of mom’s death, the day after
Christmas.

Although quieter than most, it was a good day and I still wonder why I
am still here and you and Mary are gone.

Now it’s on the Christmas. Feeling better this year I will be having the
usual house full for Christmas Eve. Erica and John for the first time will
be hosting a multi family event on Christmas Day. On Saturday we will be
having a party with a few
close friends who don’t
get to see Frank and Ana
too often.

On Sunday I will be
resting because watch-
ing SueAnn do all this
work is often very tiring.

Well that’s it for now. |
miss all of you and obvi-
ously you at my dinner
table was much better
than visiting you at All
Saints. [ must say it is a
lot quieter.

My best to everyone.
Let them know I’m still
doing my best to keep up
traditions and the family
togetherness.

Take care and I'll see
you soon,.

Seare of the Art Dentistry

Emphasizing Cosmetics in 4
Therapeutic Eavirsnment

Don't wait an:; longer.

Call for an appoiniment today
Let us show you what our all female
state-of-the-art cosmetic dentistry
can do for you.

- Whitening - Smile Design
- Painless Gentle Dentistry

Come see us at our new location!
185 Maple Ave., North Haven, CT

Varsha Salani, D.M.D.,, LLC
203) 234-1901

4 Letters to the editor... b

This paper encourages all readers to voice their opinions and comments.
The Totoket Times is not responsible for erroneous information

or statements in letters to the editor. Letters should be as brief as possible.
) All letters must be signed. A telephone number should

be included and no personal attacks.

This paper reserves the right to edit all letters.
Allletters should be addressed to :

The Editor

P.O. Box 313, Northford, CT 06472 )
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For the Health of it...
Stress Less and Enjoy More this Holiday Season

For many people, the holiday season arrives
wrapped in lights, music, and traditions that are
tied with a not-so-festive bow of stress. Between
social obligations, family dynamics, financial
pressure, travel, and the simple expectation to feel
joyful, it’s no wonder this time of year can feel
overwhelming. The good news is that a calmer,
and even more meaningful holiday is entirely pos-
sible. It begins with giving yourself permission
to slow down, simplify, and approach the season
with intention rather than pressure.

How can I possibly do that you might ask, since the expectations of others
are based on past traditions or standards I myself have set? The ultimate
goal isn’t to eliminate stress, that isn’t realistic. It is, however, possible to

ease that stress. Read on for tips and tools that can help you to assess, adjust,
and possibly eliminate things from your Holiday “To-Do” list.

Adjust expectations

One of the biggest sources of holiday stress is the quiet belief that every-
thing needs to be perfect: the perfect meal, perfect gifts, the perfect family
gathering (Really??). When perfection becomes the standard, the season
shifts from enjoyable to exhausting. Instead, try setting realistic, compas-
sionate expectations for yourself. Ask, “What really matters to me this
year?” Maybe it’s creating a cozy atmosphere at home, spending time with
someone important, or carving out a few peaceful days for rest.

Simplify

It’s easy to overcommit—holiday cards, baking, decorating, hosting, vol-
unteering, attending events. Choose the few activities that genuinely bring
you joy and cut back on the rest. Delegating tasks can be just as powerful;
if someone offers help, accept it. And if no one offers, ask. Most people
appreciate being included, and shared responsibilities can create deeper
connections. Remember, busy doesn’t equal festive. Slowing down allows
you to be more present and actually enjoy the moments you work so hard
to create.

Reconsider

Financial strain is one of the most common holiday stressors. Instead of
stretching your budget thin or hunting for the “perfect” item, think in terms
of meaningful simplicity. Set spending limits. Offer experiences instead
of objects. Suggest a family gift exchange instead of buying for everyone.
And if money is tight, heartfelt letters, group donations, baked treats, or
handmade gifts can be just as thoughtful. Gifts are meant to express love
and that’s something we can’t put a price tag on.

@) uniTEL AW

Personal Injury | Real Estate
Employment | Estate Planning

E 203-375-0201
\ | SCHOOMNER LANE. #1C

WY LIMITELACT. COM

LRI TELAWCT

Include moments of rest and routine

During the holidays, regular habits often disappear; sleep becomes ir-
regular, exercise gets skipped, meals get rushed. But keeping a few simple
routines in place can make an enormous difference in your stress level.
Prioritize sleep the best you can. Take short walks, even ten minutes at a
time. Drink water. Eat something balanced and nourishing before you dive
into holiday treats. None of this has to be rigid or perfect—just enough
to help your body stay balanced while life feels a bit less predictable. (At
holiday time or anytime).

Prepare for emotional triggers.

Not everyone experiences the holidays as joyful. This time of year can
highlight loneliness, grief, complicated family relationships, or memories
of past losses. If certain gatherings are stressful, consider setting boundar-
ies around the time you spend there or the topics you’re willing to discuss.
You are not obligated to attend every event or engage in conversations that
drain you. If this season stirs up difficult emotions, acknowledge them with
compassion. Reach out to a friend, therapist, or support group if you need
a space to talk. Feeling what you feel is not a failure of holiday spirit—it’s
part of being human.

Are past traditions and rituals still serving you well?

Find out with the assessment tool below: “To Toss or Not to Toss” where
you will be encouraged to ask yourself just that! It’s my Holiday gift to you!

Guide to Easing Holidav Stress~ To Toss or Not to Toss

Simply put a “K” next to the things you’d like to keep and a “T” next
to those you’d like to toss in order to ease your stress this holiday season.
Before you answer, here are some things to think about.

Would the holidays be the same without it? Is it something I can do dif-
ferently? Do I do it out of habit, tradition, free choice, or obligation? Can
I ask someone else to do this task? Do I LIKE doing it?

Decorating

Making donations

Making long lists of what need to be done

Making homemade holiday gifts

Sending cards

Buying something special to wear

Doing your holiday shopping

Seeing people you never see any other time of the year
Having the house clean

It’s my hope that this has offered some guidance that will lead to a holi-
day filled with the right amount of what’s meaningful to you. Even if in
the long run that means keeping it all, remember stress is definitely not the
reason for the season!

Nothing magical happens on January Ist, so why wait? Join in on my
push-up challenge where the only person you compete against is YOU.
Wall push-ups, modified push-ups and full push-ups all count. Report-in
daily via WhatsApp. Contact me to join in the fun at Joann@wellnessfu-
sion.net.

Remember this monthly article is here for you- For the Health of it!

DANIEL J. SEIDEN, ESQ

MILFORD



SPORTS/SCHOOL

Totoket Times December 5, 2025 5

THEY MAKE US PROUD

Natalie Luangsay was incorrectly posted as achieving honors from grade
ten at NBHS. Natalie was actually a high honors student for the first mark-
ing period.

North Branford Soccer Club
Annual Board Meeting

North Branford Soccer Club is holding its annual board meeting at 7:00pm
on December 17, 2025. Changes to the club bylaws and voting on board
members will occur at this meeting. All may attend. See our facebook
page or email info@nbsoccer.com for the link to the virtual meeting.

N
i . P‘Jﬂ 1A

ues, 8:30-5:00 Wed 8:30-5:00 ¢
Thur 8:30 - 5:00 Fri, 8:30 - 5:00 ¢ 48

Saturday 8:30 - 2:00
- WALK - INS ONLY -

OWNER- ROBERT VIGLIONE
1179 FOXON RD, NORTH BRANFORD | (203) 484-6789

Gift Cartificates Auatlable

= Gallery Gift Shop
= Stained Glass Qasces

= Restorations

= Repairs
= Custorn Work

Glass Dance Studio
1999 Foxon Road, Morth Branford
plassdancestudio.com
Bo0-614-4816

Connecticut Sportsplex-:
FIELDHOUSE FAMILY FUN CENTER

LASER TAG BIRTHDAY PARTIES
LASER TAG GROUP OUTINGS

WALK-IN LASER TAG OFFERED
FRIDAY 5PM—OPM
SATURDAY 11 AM—PM
SUNDAY 11AM—4PM

203-4R4-4383
wwwLClsportsplex.com

i i e Ll gl

At a recent Town Council meeting, Bruce Abelson was recognized for
his service on the North Branford Town Council from 2021-2025.

During his time on the Council, Bruce was an advocate for the town’s
children, and served as liaison to the Board of Fire Commissioners. Bruce
is committed to remaining involved in our community.

Mayor Rose Angeloni presented Bruce a plaque on behalf of the town
honoring his four years of service on the Council. Thank you Bruce!

FOOD &
FUNDS DRIVE

Make afood or cash

donation and take
a FREE professional
photo with Santa!

Sponsored by:Kim Dawson 2034814605

SAT. DEC 6T
NBPD 11AM - 1PM
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

Branford Bible Chapel. 212 Branford Rd., corner of Twin Lakes Rd. 203-488-3586. Sunday
morning : 10:00 - 10:30 Worship & Lord’s Supper, 10:30 11:00 Announcements and Music Minity,
11:00 -11:45 Ministering of God’s Word & Sunday School. . Nursery provided. Vacation Bible
School, missions & outreach programs. www.branfordbiblechapel.org

St. Ambrose Parish — Roman Catholic Parish with two church buildings, St. Au-
gustine, located at 30 Caputo Rd. North Branford and St. Monica, located at 1321
Middletown Ave. Northford.

The pastor is Rev. Robert L. Turner. All are welcome and invited to join us for
Mass! Summer Mass times include: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Sat-
urday at 9:00 AM at St. Augustine. Weekend Masses are celebrated on Saturday at
4:30 PM at St. Augustine (English Ordinary no incense used), Sunday at 9:00 AM
at St. Monica (English Ordinary, no incense used) and on Sunday at 11:00 AM at St.
Augustine (Latin Ordinary with use of incense). The sacrament of Reconciliation is
offered a half hour before all Masses, excepting Sunday, and on Monday evenings
from 5-6 PM during Adoration. The parish office is located at St. Augustine Church
and is open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 9-1. You can access the
bulletin and staff emails at NBcatholics.org. If you are new to the area and looking
for a wonderful parish or homeschool co-op to join, please visit us or give us a call!

Hope Christian Church (we are an Assemblies of God affiliated church) 211 Mon-
towese Ave., North Haven C T www.hopeag.com. Sunday Service 10:00 AM,
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 PM. Follow us on Facebook. “realpeople realhope
reallife” (203) 234-7328

Community Baptist Church. 53 Hopson Avenue, Branford, CT. Pastor Jon Bickel.
Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m. and Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Nursery is provided.
Adult bible study and prayer meeting, and children’s clubs on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
For more info.: 203-488-8581; info@cbcbranford.org; www.cbcbranford.org

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, the White Church on the Hill in the Heart of North-
ford, has been an integral part of Northford since 1763! Worship services are held
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Refreshments and fellowship always follow. Please join us - we'd
love to get to know you! All are always welcome!! The church is also open to all in the
community for individual prayer, Tuesdays from noon to 2 p.m. St. Andrew’s supports
many community programs, and contributes regularly to the North Branford Scholar-
ship Program; North Branford Social Services (NBSS) Thanksgiving Basket Share and
Christmas gift and food basket share programs; NBSS Back-To-School Backpacks;
clothing donations (donation shed located at the back of the church parking lot); and
more. A number of fundraising events are held throughout the year to help us help our
neighbors, such as an Annual Rhubarb Fest, summertime Ice Cream Socials, and the
annual Harvest Supper. Please join us for the events, and help us help our neighbors!
Additionally, the church’s Parish Hall is available for rent for birthday parties, showers,
receptions, etc. The Rev. Bryan Spinks is St. Andrew’s priest; Nan Monde is Sr. Warden.
For more information please contact Nan at 203-710-7005

Northford Community Church. Church is located on Old Post Rd. (Corner of Rte

17 and Rte 22), PO Box 191 Northford. Phone (203)-484-0795, Fax (203)-484-

9916. Email: northfordcc@gmail.com. Office Hours: Tuesday 9am-1pm; Other

days by appointment. John Vigneri, Pastor. Catherine Klouda, worship leader.

Worship service 10am. Join us for coffee hour following worship. Holy Communion

on the first Sunday of each month. Like us on Facebook. Our website is www.

northfordcommunity.church.
The North Branford Congregational Church, NACCC, 1680 Foxon Road, North
Branford CT. Join us for meaningful worship and Bible based teaching every Sunday
at 10 am. Sunday School for children during service. Communion on the first Sunday
of the month. We offer Bible study, choir, lunch bunch, 2" Sunday brunch, charity
work, book club, praise team, men’s fellowship and more. To contact our church:
Office hours are Wednesday to Friday from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Phone: 203.488.8456,
email: nobdcong@sbcglobal.net, website: www.northbranfordcongregational. org
Come grow in faith with us!
Shoreline Community Church located at 9 Business Park Dr., Units 1-4, Branford,
CT. Call us at 203.481.8919. Sunday Services at 8:30 and 10:00 AM (Children and Jr.
High activities meet during our 10 AM service). For more information, check out our
website www.sccbranford.org. SCC is a diverse community that is dedicated to Making
the Invisible God Visible.
Please join us for worship at St. John’s Episcopal Church at 129 Ledge Hill Road in
Guilford, CT 06437. Our services are at 10 am each Sunday with Youth Spiritual
Foundation for ages 5 and up every first and third Sunday. Coffee hour after our
service in our parish hall. See our Facebook page St. John’s Episcopal Church,
Guilford CT. 203-457-1094. check our website at www.saintjohnsguilford.org

United Methodist Church, Branford 811 East Main St, Branford (Route 1,
across from Bill Miller’s Castle). www.umcbranford.org or (203) 488-0549.
Sunday service 9:30am - both in-person and live on our website. “The Church
on the Rock;” led by Pastor . We invite you to discover the power of faith in
Jesus Christ bringing God’s love to the world. Join us to worship, experience
God’s word, and stay connected.

Zion Episcopal Church, 326 Notch Hill Road, North Branford. While we are in tran-
sition, we continue to hold services of Morning Prayer following Rite 2 in the Book
of Common Prayer, and do have services of Holy Eucharist when we are fortunate to
get a supply priest. At this time, we have a single service at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday morn-
ing. Refreshments and fellowship to follow service in the parish hall. Please visit our
Facebook page or our website zionepiscopalchurch.org. Zion is an open and affirming
congregation for those seeking a safe place to worship and grow in Christ. 203-488-7395

DEATH NOTICE

John Joseph Dwyer.

- Born 10/27/1944 New Haven, CT
- Died 11/13/2025 Lompoc CA

Son of John Peter Dwyer and Emma
Juhasz Dwyer. John Joseph Dwyer was
an Air Force Sergeant, was a Deputy

Recycling News

Christmas Day and New Year’s Day are Trash Holidays
Pickups will be delayed 1 day after the holiday for these 2
weeks.

There will be a curbside pickup of leaves in untapped
biodegradable paper bags (no tape please), the weeks of
December 1 — 12.

Here are some tips for this holiday season.
Meal Planning
e Single-use paper plates, cups, napkins and utensils all
belong in the trash.

e Shop smart to avoid throwing away excess food.
e Compost your food scraps.
Gift Giving

e Think outside the box — purchase experiences, member-
ships or donating to a non-profit on behalf of a friend or
family.

e Check out local thrift and consignments stores for holi-
day gifts.

e Shop local to support your local economy.

Please recycle the packaging that your holiday shipments
arrive in.

e (Cardboard shipping box - recycle bin
e Styrofoam — trash bin
e Bubble wrap — plastic film drop-off location

e Shipping envelopes (plastic in and out) — plastic
film drop-off location

e Shipping envelopes (mixed materials) — trash bin
e Plain cardboard gift box - recycle bin
e Plain wrapping paper — recycle bin

If you aren’t sure if it should go into the recycling or trash, put
it in the trash.

Don’t put your recyclables inside a cardboard box or plastic
bag.
Recycling should always stay separated and loose.
Can I recycle it?
Connecticut has a website to help with recycling questions:
www.recyclect.com.
They also have an app.

For more information about recycling in North Branford
you can check out North Branford’s Recycling Committee’s
website: https://www.northbranfordct.gov/245/
SolidHazardous-Waste-Recycling-Committee
or our Facebook page: North Branford CT Hazardous Waste
& Recycling Committee

Thank You for Your Participation

Sheriff for Santa Barbara, CA, He was a long haul truck driver, Elks
Club, Knights of Pytheas, NRA member, and a member of many local
California gun clubs.Predeceased by Betty Carr Dwyer, Pamela Jackson

Survived by his son John Dwyer, daughter Leslie Ann Johnson, James
Jackson, and brothers Richard Paul Dwyer north Branford, CT, and Dennis
Mark Dwyer Guilford, CT.
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PARKS AND STW COMMUNITY CENTER « 1332 MIDDLETOWN AVE NORTHFORD

RECREATION WW\W.NBRECREATION.COM * CALL (203) 484-6017
& SENIUR GENTER FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK! @NBPARKSANDRECREATION AND INSTAGRAM! @NBPARK.REC.SENIOR
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Year after year, our Gifting Tree

¥ 7]

& y & f‘i

Friday, December 5t
Town-owned Augur Property 290 Forest Road, Northford - 6:30 - 8:00pm

Snow o r Shine!
s
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NORTH BRANFORD ROTARY CLUB {Lo-}:
B

G SENIOR CENTER

Ice Sculpting Hay Rides Hot Chocqlate h .
Mail a letter to Santa, Mrs. enior ItlzenS In our Communlty. 1q] y

Marshmallow FOOD TRUCKS: fs oo remove an ornament tag from the tree and
provided by: : % it tho DY e Ol purchase a gift card to either Big Y,
§ SMORSTIXT website nbrecreation.com Walmart, Walgreens, or Dollar General and return the

tag with the gift card to one of our Gifting Tree locations by 12/12/25.
Recommended denominations, $20-$40

2 m' s ““°;~
: roi e R 1 By NS ¢
b4 » Find our Gifting Trees at:
. 5« l—l[ l.P gﬂN Tﬂ STW Community Center -1332 Middletown Ave. Northford
b ;k x\ Atwater Memorial Library -1720 Foxon Rd. North Branford
S 4)". l.l(;HT ‘I'H[ Edward Smith Library - 3 0ld Post Rd. Northford
HepLpet ( —SENIOR CENTER—
eLp HRISTMAS

RAFTAL TREE!
Purchase a raffle ticket for a chance to light the town tree at the Annual lo,, “ EALTH &
cos;, WELLNESS CLINIC

Tree Lighting on Friday, December 5th!
10AM -1 PM Register by Dec 9th

% Tickets can be purchased for $1 per ticket (cash only) at the STW

m ) Community Center during regular hours until end of day on 12/3.
& The drawing will be held on 12/4 and the winner will be notified.

i«\\_ng@ Dec Stanley T. Williams to Reserve Your Spot
HE AN 12th Community Center (Limited to 25)
1332 Middletown Ave.

Northford, CT 06472 (Cash/Check Only)
PRE-REGISTRATION REOUIRED

$100 per pet for all others INCLUDED
SERVICES:

Register at: 4+ Wellness check

=+ Rabies vaccines

VetCareEverywhere.org + Basic deworming

4+ Heartworm testing

5 203-484-6017 (dogs only)

<¢:¢'+ Distemper combo
< vaccines

Saturday November 22, 2025
North Branford High School

Details on nbrecreation.com!

ATTENTION -

x
= = onal services such as nall
- All cats must be in carrier trims and non-core vaccines
and all dogs must be leashed fLymoctepto; Kennal Cough)

available for added fee

- No litters of puppies or kittens

o
I]“I" I.Is FI]R - Prior proof of rabies required Q,'ZFV. C E
D ©

for 3 year rabies certificate

AQUA TURF

VETCAREEVERYWHERE.ORG

o 3

Share Good Food, Holiday Classics with the Cartells!
W @aw Qnd ‘Connection At Aqua Turf Club
g ® December 9, 2025- $58res/$63nr
Lhesesond. Eusayar exenmmonth,8ial-Z40 th Featuring a sing-a-long with The Glamour Girls, Santa & Mrs. Claus!

STW COMMUNITY CENTER - 1332 Middletown Ave. Northford Menu: Roasted Turkey & Baked Cod

FI!II]IW n[c["BER 12, 2“25 Departs 10:15 am Returns: appx. 5:00 pm

FRIDAY JANURRY ﬂ, 2026 Register by: 8/22 Payment is due at time of registration
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 13, 2026 e Y W W o e N M

You are warmly invited to join us for a Ivo Ry To N p LAy HOU s E

delicious home-cooked meal i
Playhouse Holiday Jamboree

Suggested donation: $5/per person
(or whatever feels right to you, just reach out to us) At lvoryton Playhouse
All proceeds go toward food and future dinners. December 17, 2025- $581’CS/$63H1’

Lunch (on your own) at Lenny & Joe's then we're off to the theater to

Kind Iy RSV celebrate the holiday season at the Playhouse Holiday Jamboree!

nbrecreation.com or call the office (203)484-6017
- Celebrate the holiday season with a lively, festive evening of music and storytelling!
o “e,

% - This joyous show, features a captivating selection of classic and contemporary

PARKS AND . . ,
RECREATION (903) 484-6017 « www.nbrecreation.com holiday favorites performed by world-class entertainers.
Departs 10:30 am Returns: appx. 5:00 pm

Payment is due at time of registration

“
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CLASSIFIED AD RATES

Personal, For Sale, Help Wanted, Tag Sale, and all non-business classified
1 issue $9.00 2 issues $12.00 3 issues $15.00
20 words or less, not including phone #. $.05 per word, per run,
after 20 words

Lost and Found ..........ccccoevvvevevernnnee. FREE

Business Classified Ads & Real Estate

3 issues $35.00, 6 issues $60.00, 12 issues $100.00

$.10 per word, per run, after 20 words

Payment MUST accompany all ads. The advertiser must notify this

newspaper of any errors.

Send ad along with your check to:

Totoket Times P.O. Box 313 Northford, CT 06472

For more information call 203-410-4254

ELECTRICIAN

TJC Electrical Services - No Job too small or big. Service upgrade &
Generator Specials. Call Tom Cassella at 203-619-2823. Licensed &
Insured.

PLUMBING

John DiMaggio Plumbing - Residential/Commercial repairs/remodeling.
Big or small. Water Heater Specials! Licensed & Insured.
Call 203 - 627 - 6826. References available.

Holiday Gookie Sale & Gift Fair

December 13, 2025
11:00 am to 2:00 pm

American Legim Hall
241 arth Main Street
Branford, CT 06403

Bomemade conkes - maks pour own dee

Weher babed zonds
Ceatls, G, Maschoanai s o7 Sale
[F3 13
Spin the roulete wheal ta win 2 res

Proceeds hanlit Eranford Compassion s Faina Rescas & dopfion Cantr
W ek pitoh

238 Elm Street

West Haven, CT Oa316

330 Motch Hill Rd
rMorth Branford, ©F o471

Fvery life is unique.

Fvery goodbye, special.

PREPLAN AND SAVE!! CALLNC

AN A A

and very

Scan below to visit
our website!!
"Keenan Funeral Home was truly amozing
attentive to all of our needs. Thaonk youn Keenon, for
being there in our most painful time.”

Keenon for their exceptional service. From
o the

ond I are to
the moment we met
actual service, they v s no financial
pressures, our limits e respected, ond everything
waos soid outright.”

"Reantiful ond peaeeful spocee, seafT mos very kind oo
sympithetic... Their kindness will not be forgotten,”

r N
“Security Systems are best when installed by

a Professional not the Internet”

203-288-1000
355 Sacket Point Rd. North Haven, Ct 06473

Did you knos;

The Statue of Liberty was once a functioning lighthouse.
In 1886 the famous statue was a working lighthouse for

years. You could see its light from 24 miles away.
. Y,

Order Christmas Desserts Early!
Featuring Our Rudolph Cake!

www.j-cakes.com = 203-488-2800

jF!.l:l.l.l:l Road, Morith Branford (Farm Kiver H:aa}




