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Giovanni’s Pizzeria & Ristorante is a “Northford Original” and hits a milestone this month as
the popular eatery on Forest Road in Northford, CT observes its 30th anniversary.

 
Brothers Frank and Joe Bevilacqua opened the doors in May of 1991, naming the restaurant
after their late father, Giovanni. In 1993 Joe left the business to pursue other interests and
Frank remained in the business alone. Jeff O’Connor was hired as a driver in 1994 and over
the next few years learned all about the business. In 1997 Frank asked Jeff to join him as a

partner. 
Giovanni’s has an extensive menu and is committed to making as many entrees homemade

as possible and offering classic New Haven Style Pizza to the community.
Throughout the years, Giovanni's has become the go to for locals and a great find for visitors

in town for a sporting event at the local ice rink or baseball complex.
Congratulations on their 30 years in business and wish them continued success!

 

To all of our customers for
your support and continued
patronage, especially in the

last year.  
 

You are the reason we are
able to keep our doors open
and continue doing what we

love everyday! 
 

Best,
Frank and Jeff

& 
The Giovanni's Crew
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Enjoy The Beautiful Weather - Get Out and Meet Your Neighbors!
The May 28th 

issue of the Toto-
ket Times will 
not be mailed. It 
will be dropped 
off  in our local 
businesses.

Northford
Northford Post Offi  ce 

Town Line Wines
Patco Service Station 

T & J Launderette
Smith Library 

NB Recreation Department
Northford Coff ee & Ice Cream

Visit 
www.totokettimes.

com. for the 
complete issue!
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 We urge you to get out and meet your neigh-
bors. Stop in and pick up your free issue and 
maybe make a purchase or just say hello to these 
business owners.

Enjoy your visit with the community and we 
will resume your mail delivery with the 6-11 
issue.
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1717 Foxon Rd. (Rte 80) -
North Branford (in The Keybank Plaza)

203-488-6959

Hair Care
for Men & Women!

Hours of Operation
Tuesday 1-5 PM

Wednesday - Friday 9AM - 5PM
Saturday 9AM - 3PM

Expires 5-30-21

1715 Foxon Road, North Branford,  203-481-2323
Like us on instagram & Facebook @goodvibesnutritionct

Honor our Military with a Flag
The Northford-North Branford Women’s Club, GFWC is sponsoring 

Honor Them with a Flag, a salute to our country’s military personnel and 
veterans. The public is invited to participate by purchasing a U.S. fl ag 
dedicated to a member of our military or anyone else close to your heart. 
The fl ags will go on display on the front lawn at the North Branford Town 
Hall from Flag Day, June 14th to July 4th. Each fl ag, 12” x 18”, will have a 
white ribbon attached to it inscribed with the name and rank of the soldier 
or loved one. Due to Covid concerns, there will not be a ceremony this year. 
Flags will be available for collection for one week after July 4th from the 
lawn of the North Branford Town Hall. Proceeds will benefi t local veterans’ 
projects. To order, fi ll out a form and mail a check made out to the Northford 
Women’s Club for $10 per fl ag to: The Northford-North Branford Women’s 
Club, P.O. Box 264, Northford, CT 06472. Information is also available 
online at www.northfordwomensclub.org. There is no limit on purchases, 
but all forms must be received by June 11th. For more information, contact 
Mary Ellen Collett at 203-484-9079.

Please fi ll out the following information and make a check to 
The Northford Women’s Club

Mail to: Northford-North Branford Women’s Club
PO Box 264, Northford, CT 06472
Deadline is Friday, June 11, 2021.

Name & Rank___________________________________________
(as you would have it appear on the fl ag’s ribbon. Please print)
Service Branch_________________________________________
Dates of Service_________________________________________
Name of Purchaser______________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
Phone #_______________________________________________
Email_________________________________________________
Number of Flags_______ x $10 per fl ag = Total Donation______
Photo copies or similar copies of this form are acceptable

MARK McELRATH
YOUR LOCAL 

NORTH BRANFORD 
REAL ESTATE 

PROFESSIONAL

Let’s Talk!
c 860.951.4918

 mmcelrath@williampitt.com
Guilford Brokerage
102B Broad Street  

  Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.    data per ctmls 5.6.21

Average Days on Market
April 2021
79 Days

    26.4% April, 2020

Average Price per SqFt
April 2021

$171
         0.4% April, 2020

Year-to-Date Homes Sold
January- April 2021

44
     18.9% (37) from YTD, 2020

New Listings
April 2021

15
       87.5% (8) from April, 2020

Percentage of Asking Price
April 2021

103%
     6.0% from April, 2020

N O RT H  B R A N FO R D
M A R K E T WATC H
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Letters to the editor...
This paper encourages all readers to voice their opinions and comments. 

The Totoket Times is not responsible for erroneous information  
or statements in letters to the editor.  Letters should be as brief as possible.

 All letters must be signed.  A telephone number should 
be included and no personal attacks.

This paper reserves the right to edit  all letters.
All letters should be addressed to :

The Editor
P.O. Box 313, Northford, CT 06472

This publication is published bi-weekly by
Doss Enterprises LLC

PO Box 313 Northford, CT. 06472
Tel; 203-410-4254   Fax 203-484-4729

email: totokettimes@comcast.net
PUBLISHER - FRANK  MENTONE JR.

founders - Bert Bunnell Jr. & Antthony Esposito Jr.
The publisher assumes no responsibility for typographical errors.  In the event 
of an error, the publisher will issue a credit adjustment on only the incorrect 

portion of the advertisement, as well as a retraction in the next issue.

EDITORIAL

State Representative Vincent Candelora
I’ve got to tell you brother, I’m fed up. First, let’s start with this pandemic 

thing. Yes, I am petrified. If I get it I’m am at a very high risk for death and 
although I kid, I’m not ready yet. The media is running recklessly wild with 
this, creating a larger panic than mihht be necessarry.  Many avenues go out 
of their way to make this a political issue and quite frankly I’m sick of it.

Whatever happenned to responsible journalism? Being responsible doesn’t 
mean you only print the stuff that makes your point of view stronger. Once 
I realized I couldn’t be a professional athlete, I always wanted to  go into 
journalism. I proudly boast that I am in the first journalism graduating class 
at Southern Connecticut State College, before it ever became a university. 
But we were taught nothing but the truth. A news story is just what it says, 
“news”. 

The different slants are despicable. But even with all this varying news, 
don’t tell me this is a political hoax. More than half a million people have 
died. So respect me when I wear my mask and stay at least six feet away. 
And forgive me if I don’t respect you for making light of the issue. I’ve 
already lost two cousins to this killer and I don’t want to add to that number. 

As we continue with the disservices the media is presenting, they should 
be responsible and go easy on the fuel to the fire they add in covering black 
lives matter. I was brought up in a predominantly black neighborhood with 
a sparse sprinkle of Italians. My parents taught me that all lives matter. My 
grand parents suffered when they cam e to the United States. A fisherman 
and a abutchte my two grandfathers weeee laborers who sufferred dis-
crimination. Their lives were tough because of that. My life was not tough 
because of that. I remain a person who tries to meantain my heritage and 
my history, but theybsuffered not me.

That’s why it this racist stuff is making me sick to my stomach. We’re 
erasing history to fix a problem we are having today and that does, not 
fix the problem. Pls.ying the “ black National anthem” (whatever the hell 
that is) bore a football game is satisfying all the wrong people. We are the 
United States of America. We have one anthem for everyone. Tearing down 
or taking down statues who represent men who were morally wrong does 
not erase what they did. Let’s get better at history and teach why they did 
it and why it was wrong and why they didn’t know it was wrong.

Finally I always thought aubnt Jeremiah was tremendous. Never looked 
at her products as a racist thing but as a quality thing.

 
 
Sent from my iPad 

EDITORIAL

Nice Work for the First 100 Days 

The  Legislature, Sweating the Small Stuff (too)
The House of Representatives passed legisla-

tion recently benefitting consumers, a bill that 
would create additional protections for those who 
choose to get their electricity from a third-party 
supplier in the state’s retail energy market rather 
than Eversource or United Illuminating. 

Among the provisions of H.B. 6526 is an elimi-
nation of early termination fees for residential 

customers who choose to leave their relationship with a third-party electric 
supplier, and another that prohibits those suppliers from reassigning customers 
to another supplier without first asking state regulators. 

I figured that I’d mention this bill to remind everyone that the legislature, 
of course, does much more than what makes the nightly news. For every 
conversation about internet gaming or commercializing marijuana, there’s 
commensurate talk about smaller topics that have big impact people’s lives. 
For example, House members voted unanimously (H.B. 5596) last week to 
authorize expanded use of telehealth services for another two years. The 
Telehealth model isn’t perfect, but it’s been a useful tool for many people 
over the last year. 

Other recent topics tackled in the House include creating a chronic kidney 
disease advisory committee (H.B. 6387) that would help raise awareness to 
the issue and develop research-based education and wellness campaigns. 
We passed H.B. 6121, which requires state economic development officials 
to make a plan establishing a workforce development pipeline program for 
people with disabilities. Due by Nov. 1, the plan must incentivize businesses 
to provide training programs, offer modified interviews, and reserve market-
rate full time jobs.  

In ordinary times, the legislature would be accomplishing much more. 
COVID-19 concerns have slowed the process. With capacity restrictions in 
the House chamber, communication has been more difficult with legislators 
splitting time between their desks inside the capitol and the Legislative Office 
Building. The House and Senate have conducted business on different days 
to reduce the number of people inside the capitol at one time, adding a new 
if not challenging wrinkle to getting bills over the finish line and onto the 
governor’s desk. 

I remain disappointed that the capitol is closed to the public. Unfortunately, 
that’s unlikely to change before the legislative session ends June 9.  By mid-
May, the last remnants of the governor’s business capacity restrictions will 
have been lifted—businesses will be open, yet the people’s building closed. 

Republicans and majority Democrats who control building access haven’t 
let our opposing stance on that issue or other contentious topics—a new gas 
tax, and taxes in general—become a barrier to getting work done, however. 
We produce our best work when we work together. 

We did just that in late March, when our state’s pandemic-hit restaurant 
industry signaled the need for legislation that would preserve the relaxed 
restriction on outdoor dining permitting. 

Another small, yet consequential bipartisan achievement. 
There’s a lot of work to do between now and the end of the session. Yes, 

conversation about big ticket items will steal the headlines: Government-run 
healthcare, transportation infrastructure, elections oversight. Just remember, 
though, that we’re working on that seemingly small stuff too.

Yes, that’s right—those headache-inducing variable rate contracts from 
third-party energy suppliers could be a thing of the past if H.B. 6526 goes 
the distance. 

Dear Editor,
After the previous administration failed to acknowledge the more than a half 

million Americans dead from the novel Coronavirus, President Biden has been 
busy addressing the problem with increased testing for Coronavirus, following 
scientific guidance for slowing infection rates, and assisting State governments 
with funding for testing, vaccination outreach and logistics. He should get credit 
for getting 230 million vaccinations into American arms all across the country.

Enhanced relief checks have been issued to families, many of whom were 
unemployed due to the pandemic, at risk of eviction, hunger, and homelessness. 
Economic growth for this quarter is at 6%, which reflects the improving conditions.

Gas prices, oil prices and grocery prices are commodities.  As the pandemic 
subsides, travel and transportation increase demand. Basic capitalist principles 
state that higher prices follow an increase in demand when supplies are low. Prices 

were low when there was no demand. There was no 
demand because the economy was in recession and 
unemployment rates were at historic highs.

Now, we might at last emerge from the pandemic 
with an opportunity to invest in our country by re-
building our failing infrastructure, promised for four 
long years, but never delivered. Of course, that would 
require that Congress and the Senate actually do work 
and that Republicans get over the idea that cutting 
taxes can build bridges.
Sincerely,
Susan DeSilver

The month of May was always a special month for my mom. Not only did we 
celebrate Mother’s Day but also her birthday. 

My mother was a  terrible person who in today’s society would have been sent 
to jail. When I did something wrong, she wasn’t afraid to hit first and ask ques-
tions later

In my home, low grades in school were not accepted. It wasn’t enough to just 
try. Work without results was just a waste of time. If you studied for four hours 
and did not get an “A”, then you should have studied for six. When I told her 
about the things all the other kids had that I did not, she was not sympathetic. She 
pointed out the things I had that others did not.

When I complained about working full time and going to high school and later 
college, she didn’t tell me to lighten up my load, she taught me to manage it.

When I used foul language, she never rationalized that it was “the language of 
the times”. She washed my mouth out with soap and that was the lesser of the 
penalties for bad language.

When I misbehaved in school or disrespected my elders, she didn’t tell me how 
stupid those people were or make a scene at the school because her “baby boy” 
was being abused. She told me that in life you had to figure out how to overcome 
hurdles and deal with and  repsect all types of people.

We could only stay home from school when we were sick. There was no allow-
ance made for mental health days. If you stayed home from school, you stayed 
home from everything. That included friends coming over after school (except 
to bring you your homework assignments) and even talking on the phone. If you 
were too sick for school, you were too sick for anything else.

When it was time for the talk on sex education there were no diagrams or books 
to read. She simply told me to keep my hands to myself and if she found out I was 
“doing something wrong”, she would cut off a part of my body that I really loved.

There were no large screen TV’s or gym memberships. If you wanted exercise, 
run around the block, take out the trash or wash the kitchen floor. Speaking about 
the trash, we didn’t take it out when we were ready, but when my mother was ready.

Yes, my mother was terrible. She would never cut me slack and never let me 
get away with anything. She taught me to fend for myself,  knowing that she was 
always there to set me on the straight path should I stray. She taught me that good 
values and morals could not be compromised. She taught me that tough love was 
a very difficult task (which often hurt her more than me) but in the long run the 
results would be better. 

My mother took the books on parenting and used them to prop up the windows 
that were broken or raise the youngster’s seats on a chair. She used common sense 
and love for a parenting philosophy. She just didn’t do it the way she was supposed 
and I’m so glad of that.

I’ll see you soon brother. Say hi to mom for me.
Reprinted in part from a past issue.

Let’s Be “Frank”



Wee Care of North Branford, Inc. 
Daycare and Preschool

               At Wee Care of North Branford, Inc. all day preschool is
       available for children ages 3-6 from 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. Monday through              
       Friday.  Some of the highlights of the program are:
 -Two licensed Preschool Teachers
 -Curriculum and disciplinary procedures aligned with local    
              kindergarten classes
 -Teacher directed learning centers
 -Morning lessons reinforced by afternoon activities
 -Extracurricular activities at no extra cost including Yoga,    
   Music, Library visits, and Science classes
    Openings currently

available.
     1680 Foxon Road (Rt. 80)
            North Branford, CT
                203-481-3909       
         www.weecarenb.com
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NBIS PERIOD III HONORS
Grade 8 High Honors  
Allen, Noah Patrick  
Amendola, Ashley  
Anderson, Kyle Walter  
Ardito, Lily  
Artaiz, Mercedes  
Cahill, Olivia  
Colantonio, Cassidy  
Danner, Nathan  
DeLucia, Ryan  
Dion, Gabrielle Marie  
Durkin, Kaleigh Rae  
Esposito, Benjamin  
Esposito, Shane  
Falcioni, Alexa Jai  
Ferraro, Samantha  
Frost, Kevin Charles  
Graver, Kara Ellen  
Hannan, Catherine  
Higgins, Joshua  
Hills, Adriana Marie  
Hoskins, Mallory  
Kamienski, Daytona  
Krebs, Marley Mae  
Lamot, Joanna  
Manske, Griffin  
McCullough, Giana  
McMillen, Erin Shea  
Melillo, Karma Angel  
Melillo, Samantha  
Mercuriano, Edmund  
Montesanto, John  
Nuzzo, Megan  
Onofrio, Juliann  
Patel, Preet Chirag  
Rizzuti, Aaliyah Dana  

Sadlon, Ana Carol  
Segui, Gioia Cipriana  
Spanier, Sofia Bean  
VanDerMaelen, Sophia  
Vongher, Miles  
Grade 7 High Honors  
Aiken, Bree Addyson  
Beecher, Zachary  
Bliven, Alyssa Jean  
Bliven, Gary Taylor  
Brustman, Leah  
Budd, Michael Gabriel  
Carusone, Justin  
Cioffi-Smith, Riley  
Connelly, Tyler John  
Cucchiarelli, Jack  
DePino, Payton Hope  
Dodge, Tyler Daniel  
Evans, Ariana Ann  
Falcigno, Nico Matteo  
Falconi, Jair Alexander  
Foley, Caden Joseph  
Haeckel, Jason  
Heffernan, Tyler John  
Intravia, Luca  
Kuczynski, Madison  
Lacroix, Cameron  
Landino, Luca Joseph  
Longo, Brandon John  
Marino, Alyssa Charla  
O’Brien, Charles  
Papa, Samantha Marie  
Pienkosz, Olivia  
Poston, Jacob Logan  
Raymond Caleb  
Riordan, Zachary  

Ryszczyk, Ava Diana  
Saulino, Luca Aniello  
Sherman, Aiden Heath  
Sigel, Anthony Joseph  
Sorrell, Sophia Marie  
Traill, Gavin Ian  
Venturini, Leo Patrick  
Vitarisi, Lauren  
Westefeld, John David  
Grade 6 High Honors  
Anderson, Matteo  
Angiollo, Luca Anthony  
Aucapina, Isabella  
Blotney, Cole Hunter  
Carbone, Armani  
Chasanoff, Ella Rose  
Cinquegrana, Jonathan  
Dolzani, Steven Natale  
Dowson, Marina  
Esposito, Mason Walker  
Francisco, Connor  
Frost, Adrienne Olivia  
Fusco-Cuneo, Aden  
Gauvin, Cameron  
Gierla, Gavin  
Graham, James  
Guerrero, Gabriel  
Havens, Myles  
Jerew, Abigail Luz  
Johnson, Samantha  
Juniver, Tyler Wayne  
Keil, Brianna Rae  
Kleckner, Kayla  
Kundrath, Brianna  
LeBeau, Autumn Rae  
LeMay, Peyton  

Macauley, Kate Joan  
Magazzi, Marcus  
Maher, Lillian  
Martone, Alia Jo-Ann  
McCullough, Joseph  
Meizies, Tyler James  
Miller, Craig Clyde  
Montero, Justin Joel  
Page, Ava Leigh  
Paolini, Natalia Faith  
Park, Adam Jong  
Patel, Vedi Nilesh  
Pearson, Luciano   
Pereira, Alexander  
Peterson, Leif Morgan  
Podzikowski, Siena  
Ramage, Mae Callahan  
Sharkey, Robert Jude  
Sheridan, Evan  
Sigal, Alexandra  
Sigal, Michael  
Stewart, Savanah Rae  
Trudeau, Camden  
Urbano, Mario  
Wang, Natalee T  
Weld, Aubrey Drew  

Wojciechowski, Emma 
Carly Wright, Evaline  
Zulawski, Katheryn  
Grade 8 Honors  
Albrecht, Noelle  
Aneiro, Christina  
Battista, Isabella  
Brezicki, Adrianna  
Chopus, Justin Blake  
Cosgrove, Jason Daniel  

DeFrancesco, Alexa  
Dell’Aquila, Vincent  
Galasso, Gregory  
Godoy, Noah Tomas  
Guerrero, Aleksander  
Hannan, Mary Susan  
Izzo, Tanner James  
Keil, Jordan Paul  
Kundrath, Kyle Mark  
LaCerva, Giuseppe  
Mann, Julia Rose  
Minnocci, Brody  
Monde, Jack Robert  
Onofrio, Isabella  
Papa, Anthony  
Proto, Natalia Grace  
Salani-Bathija, Sameer  
Schmidt, Alivia Gina  
Sullivan, Anthony  
Tropiano, Dante  
Grade 7 Honors  
Apuzzo, Joseph Frank  
Brezicki, Jayden Cody  
Brittell, Avery  
Brockett, Jack  
Cantore, Taylor Lynn  
Crane, Abigail Keep  
DeFelice, Madelyn  
DiStefano, Madison  
Ferrucci, Gianni  
Fowles, Kaelyn Jean  
Gwiazda, Austin  
Kowalewski, Kaylee  
Leone, Gavin Philip  
Ludington, Sofia  
Nastri, Jamie Love  

Navarrete, Cassidy  
Page, Alden Patrick  
Schreiner, Jakub  
Tang, Meghan  
Grade 6 Honors  
Angiollo, Ava Sarah  
Biehler, Aiden Louis  
Brown, William  
Caffalette, Talan  
Cameron, Peyton  
Cassella, Anthony  
Delfino, Laila  
Duffy, Alana Rose  
Duggan, Finn Padraig  
Forgione, Matthew  
Harper, Mallory James  
Harper, Mia Katherine  
Hoskins, Jacob Noel  
Ianniello, William  
Jacobs, Jonathan Paul  
Kwalek, Mia Rose  
Landau, Brian  
Martin, Jake Tyler  
Meneo, Makayla  
Nargi, Joseph Michael  
Pancak Skye  
Plano, Matteo  
Romano, Emmarose  
Seward, Madelynn  
Stakaj, Daniella  
Trammel, Cole Boone  
Troche, Gian Josee  
Wright, Christian  
Yarnall, Dylan Parker  

Teacher’s Recognized at Jerome Harrison
PTO Board members of Jerome Harrison School, recently organized a 

chalk  the teachers lot event for teacher’s appreciation week.
It was a huge success and really showed so much community pride! JHS 

families were inspired by how amazing our teachers are they came out in 
droves all weekend to create  hundreds of drawings and messages of grati-
tude to the staff all over the front and back lots as well as the sidewalks. 

 One of the dads  Michael Horn, had an ariel photography bussiness and  
rushed to school with little sunlight left on super short notice to get these 
amazing shots. 

Here is a video so you can see just how amazing this was 
https://youtu.be/93KUVr_pSrA

PFC Ryan Meehan 19 years old is a U.S. Army 
baisc Training graduate in Benning, Georgia. 
He is currently in Army Advanced Infantry 
Training also in Benning.
Jack Meehan received honors at North 
Branford High School.
John Pellegrino was inducted into Lambda Pi 
Eta National Honor Society for communication. 
John is a student at Eastern Connecticut State 
University in Wllilamntic, CT.

Joseph Cappello, Kristen Pagano, Stephanie Sager, Amanda Croce, 
Shelley Kwalek, Kaitlyn Morris and Cassandra Stegina were named to 
the Dean’s List at Goodwin University in East Hartford, CT.
Jessica Cirivello was inducted into the Phi Theta Delta, in the Department 
of Health Sciences at Eastern Connecticut State University in Willimantic.
Ryan Stephens was named to the Political Science Honor Society at 
Eastern Connecticut State College in Willimantic.
Meagan Hanratty was induted into the Sigma Tau Delta honor society at 
Eastern Conencticut State University.

THEY MAKE US PROUD
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SCHOOLSCHOOL
Matt in the Minors NBHS Baseball Team Goes on 5-2 Run

The North Branford baseball team went on a 5-2 run capping it off  with 
a walk off  victory over perennial rival Haddam Killingworth. The walkoff  
victory came on Senior Night to give the boys a 9-4 record at presstime. 
Photos by Dina Mingione Falcioni.

Well. Even though I warned myself not to; I played 
GM. 

Two weeks ago I assumed I would be on the Low A 
affi  liate in Palm Beach and to my surprise I was moved 
up to High A in Peoria, IL. It doesn’t matter how you 
get there, as long as you do. It was a bit emotional to 
be moved up on such short notice. It takes some guys 
years in the organization to get to High A so it’s a little 
intimidating. 

Imagine your fi rst month on the job and you get a 
promotion. I’m sure your coworkers would not be 

happy with that. 
There are four fi rst year players on my team in High A. Two of which are 

top 5 round draft picks from 2020. Another is a free agent signee like myself. 
The second round draft pick is a corner outfi elder so I get to talk with him 
and learn everyday. It’s amazing that you think you know so much, but there 
is always more to learn. We play Tuesday-Saturday at 6:35 central time, 
Sundays in the early afternoon, and Mondays are our off  day. Although our 
team plays every day that does not mean that I play every day. I would love 
to play 120 games in a row but I think the organization has diff erent plans. 

So far I’ve played every other day. Two games total. My professional 
debut I struck out twice and grounded out to fi rst. I did not have a chance 
to catch a fl y ball or throw anyone out in centerfi eld. Game two I was able 
to work a few walks and put the ball in play but still no hits yet. It’s a big 
adjustment and I’m overwhelmed with the love and support of everyone.

The minor league grind is real. 
More to come next time. -Matt
Matthew Chamberlain

The outfi eld has been profi ciently covered by junior Dom Scalia and 
seniors Trevor (Hollywood)Holtzer and PJ Mullins.

Freshman pitcher Caleb 
Allen  got the win against 
H-K and was backed up by 
some clutch play by third 
baseman Cameron Garrett.

Busy Schedule for Boys LaCrosse
The Thunderbirds boys lacrosse team had a busy schedule recently 

with two home games and a road game. that took t. The TBirds started their 
stretch with a home game against rival Morgan. They defeated the Hus-
kies 10-5. Next up were the Valley Regional Warriors who have the Birds 
number this year with their second win 13-7 at George Colafati Field. The 
Warriors won the opener against NB on April 10 with a 10-6 to sweep the 
two game series. The Birds fi nished out the stretch by traveling to Stamford 
to take on Westhills. The Vikings are a LL school and play in the tough 
FCIAC. Their enrollment is 2400 students versus NB which has 577. The 
boys played hard before losing 13-6. 

Matt Pederson, Eric Izzo and 
Nick Poulin gang up on a 

Valley player.

LaCrosse photos 
and information 

courtesy of 
Bill O’Brien.

Colby Martinik heads up fi eld against Morgan Dylan Dimeo fi ghts for the ball.

Ethan Raymond gets around defender.
Nick Poulin and Ryan Vaspasiano play defense.

Zac Abbaganaro picks up opponent.
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Bereavement Support Group
 North Branford Congregational Church will again be offering a bereavement 

support group for anyone struggling with the loss of a loved one. The group will 
meet on Thursdays, 7:00 to 8:30 PM, from May 13 until June 17, in the chapel 
adjacent to the sanctuary, 1680 Foxon Road (Route 80), North Branford. “Sorrow 
Into The Light: A Place to Grieve and to Heal” will be led by Gerry Borgerson, 
a retired Marriage and Family Therapist and Tracy Kennedy. “Our church fam-
ily recognizes the pain and sorrow felt by the loss of a loved one, and wanted to 
again give folks a safe place to share their feelings,” according to Borgerson and 
Kennedy. “Sharing your struggles is a way that can help begin the healing process. 
As you interact with those in our group, all can benefit from the experience, not 
only helping you through this difficult time, but also bringing comfort to others 
as well. For we must always remember that no matter what our struggles we are 
never alone!” Grief is the natural response to the death of a loved one, displayed 
in different ways based on the person grieving and that person’s circumstances. 
As such, grief and mourning are unique in the characteristics and course for each 
individual. The relationship with the person who died and the quality of that rela-
tionship will significantly impact how a child or adult will grieve. Each member 
of the same family will grieve the death differently because of his or her unique 
relationship with the person who died and his or her own personality structure. 
When grief goes unresolved, the impact and aftereffects are likely to be devastating. 
Unattended grief often results in chronic depression, withdrawal, aggression, social 
anxiety, failing relationships, declining job/school performance, eating disorders, 
substance abuse, suicidal thoughts, and much more. “Despite the uniqueness of 
every situation, we can nevertheless find comfort and support from others who 
have recently experienced loss, simply by being there and listening, and together 
can help each other heal. We invite and encourage you to begin this journey with 
us,” Borgerson and Kennedy concluded. 

For more information and to register, please feel free to call Gerry at 203-483-
1116 or Tracy at 203-500-0104. 

CIAC Scholar Athletes
NBHS Seniors Ethan Sabetta &  Catherine Dow have been named CIAC 

Scholar Athletes for their accomplishments in the classroom and during 
their athletic careers at NBHS.  CIAC hosted a virtual event on Sunday 
May 2 that honored student-athletes throughout the state of Connecticut.  
Pictured center, NBHS Athletic Director Lori Connelly 

Merit Program
Semi finalist

NBHS Junior Blake Pearson has 
been recognized by the National 
Merit Scholarship Program for his 
performance on the Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Qualifying 
Test (PSAT).  From the 50,000 high 
scorers nationwide, approximately 
16,000 will be named National 
Merit Scholarship Program Semi-
finalists with the opportunity to 
continue in the competition to earn 
scholarship awards during 2022.  
Students and families will be noti-
fied this fall by the organization.  

Photos compliments  NBHS Princpal Todd Stoeffler

Outdoor Sunday School
North Branford Congregational Church is happy to welcome children into its 

Sunday School.Weather permitting will will hold classes outdoors on Sunday 
morning during the 10AM service (after the children’s message in the service). In 
case of rain we will meet in the chapel with covid safety precautions in place. All 
children and teachers are reqiured to wear a mask whether indoors or outdoors. 

Come learn about Jesus, make friends and grow in faith with us.

The Food Pantry of North Branford, Inc.
1382 Middletown Ave., Northford 

EFFECTIVE WEDNESDAY JUNE 2, 2021, WE HAVE
NEW HOURS OF OPERATION:

WEDNESDAYS 4-7 PM
FRIDAYS 10AM-1 PM

COVID-19 guidelines per East Shore Health Department 
will be followed and masks are required.  Guests will be al-
lowed in the building one at a time to shop.  Specific guide-

lines may be found at:
www.foodpantrynb.org or 

call us at (203)208-2581

NBLCT Annual Meeting
Please join the NBLCT via Zoom for their 2021 Annual Meeting on 

Wednesday, June 2 at 7 pm.
            A short business meeting will be followed by a presentation: 
There’s More to a Forest Than the Trees 

Connecticut appears as a sea of hills cloaked with a never-changing forest.  In 
fact, our forested landscape is always changing.  At times the changes are too 
slow for most people to notice.  But at other times its changes are faster and more 
dramatic.  Now in Connecticut forests, we are at the beginning of a second major 
change in forest composition that has taken place during the past 100 years. What 
was once farmland is now forest.  Dr. Jeffrey Ward will help us see the invisible 
in our woods. 

Since the loss of American chestnut in the early 1900s, the Connecticut forest 
has been dominated by oak. Today, our forest is gradually converting from oak to 
other species, especially maple, birch, and beech. As with the shift from chestnut 
to oak forests at the beginning of the century, the emergence of a forest dominated 
by northern hardwoods will alter the economic, ecological, and aesthetic values of 
our forest. The consequences of these changes will last well into the 21st century.

The mission of the NBLCT is to acquire and maintain open space and to promote 
the conservation and enjoyment of land and natural resources within the Town 
of North Branford.  

Dr. Jeffrey Ward will help you see things that you previously missed when 
walking through our forests. It is a unique opportunity, not to be missed.  For 
additional information, visit the NBLCT) website at http://nblandtrust.org or our 
Facebook page. 
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Recycling News
Plastic Film Drop Off  Program Restarted April 5th 

4 convenient drop off  sites: 
Town Hall, Atwater and Smith Libraries and Park & Rec

*******************************************************
HazWaste Central opening May 22nd for the 2021 

season 
Located right behind the Regional Water Authority’s headquarters, 

90 Sargent Drive, New Haven

Hours are 9am to noon - Saturdays through October 30th, 
Note: Center is closed for the Memorial Day, Independence Day and 

Labor Day holiday weekends.

Not Accepted at HazWaste Central

Asbestos, Commercial Waste, Electronics, Fire Extinguishers, 

Gas-Grill Size Propane Tanks, Medicine, Needles, Smoke Detectors, 
Pharmaceuticals

Call 203-401-2712 or email ask.hazwaste@rwater.com for 
more information

*********************************************************
Can’t Remember the Last Time You Used a Phone 

Book? Then It’s Time to Opt Out
Unwanted phone books are waste of resources. 

Phone books in the US use an estimated 4.68 million trees worth of 
wood fi ber annually.

That equals a forest the size of 14 football fi elds every single day!

Here’s how to opt out:

1. Visit yellowpagesoptout.com
2. Enter your zip code and create an account
3. After completing registration, click “opt out of or order 
directories”
4. Choose “opt out of all” option, then “save changes” and 
hit CONFIRM

*********************************************************
Next Electronics Recycling 

     Saturday July 10, 2021         9:00 AM - Noon 

North Branford Recycling Center (Public Works - Rte 22)
290 Forest Road

*********************************************************

Reduce Contamination 
Help our town reduce the contamination of our recycling to avoid fi nes 

and increased taxes!  
Recent contaminations included: wood, paint, construction debris, auto 

parts, dog waste, plastic bags 

• Do not mix designated recyclables with trash
• Leave metal caps and lids on glass jars and bottles
• Empty and rinse all containers
• Do not shred, box, bag or bundle recyclables (recyclables 

in plastic bags are treated as trash)
• Reduce the single-use items you bring into your home 

and try to reuse or donate them where they can be used.
• Learn what can and cannot be recycled.

• If in doubt, “check before you chuck” using the Recy-
cleCT Wizard: https://www.recyclect.com

Type in the name of an item to learn how to recycle or dispose of 
it properly. 

• To fi nd additional recycling locations using zip code and 
radius, use Recycler Finder at recyclerfi nder.com

Please put these common non-recyclable items in the trash:
garden hoses, black plastic containers (TV dinner trays, outdoor plant 

trays), plastic utensils, pots & pans
Thank you for recycling responsibly 

North Branford
Parks, Recreation, and Senior Center
STW Community Center 1332 Middletown Ave Northford

www.nbrecreation.com • call (203) 484-6017
Follow us on Facebook! @NBParksandRecreation

FEELING LIKE YOU NEED 
A GETAWAY?

Check out the great opportunities
On our website!

Europe, Bahamas, we have it all! 
nbrecreation.com

Mary's Culinary Classes
Join Mary Amter in this unique, hands on Culinary experience that will 

engage children in creating delicious creations. They will explore, create, 
and learn basic cooking techniques! 

Ages 5-14
STW Community Center •  5:30 - 7:30 pm

Cost $40 res/ $45 non res per class

MAY 25, 2021
BBQ Chicken Quesadilla &

Cookie Dough Cones

Space is limited, must register in advance! And don’t forget to 
pack your own snacks, water bottle, and a jacket!

OUTDOOR BINGOOUTDOOR BINGO
Ages 55+ — STW Community Center

Fridays: 5/21, 6/11, 6/25 - 10:00am -  .25 per card

FOR ALL PROGRAMS PLEASE BRING APPROPRITE EQUIPMENT AND YOUR  WATER BOTTLE

Enrollment is now open
for camp, grades 1-6!

MINI CAMPS:JUNE 21—JUNE 25
Skyhawks Sports & Games Camp

$165/res, $170/non-res
Ages 8-12 — 9-3:00pm • STW Multi-purpose court

Mini-Hawks Sports Camp - $139/res, $144/non-res
Ages 4-7— 9-12:00pm • STW Multi-purpose court

Food Explorers Cooking Camp - $135
Ages 5-11 — 2-5:00pm • STW Kitchen

For full program details visit nbrecreation.com

       Virtual Camps by Kidscapades - $65 per week
July 12 - July 15 at 9:00-9:30 • Virtual Princess Days: ages 3-6 

July 19- 22 at 9:00-9:30 • Adventureland Camp: ages 3-6  
  July 26-29 at 9:00-9:30 • Summer Sizzling Science ages 5-8  

Visit nbrecreation.com for full details and descriptions! And please do 
not hesitate to reach out with any questions!

Annual Senior Picnic
Featuring: 

The Muddy Rudders
Co-sponsored with North Branford Rotary Club

Thursday, June 24, 4:30-6:00pm
STW Community Center Parking Lot

FREE for town senior residents, 
$5 for non residents

Nothing says summer like live music, friends and food! 
Music begins at 4:30pm | Meal served at 5:00pm

Bring your lawn chair and enjoy! 
Please register by June 15th

Instructor: Pat Velleca. 
Chair Yoga is an excellent way to loosen and stretch muscles, 
reduce stress, and improve circulation. This well rounded 
program includes flexibility and balance exercises.

CHAIR YOGACHAIR YOGA
Ages 55+ — STW Community Center
Monday, June 7– June 28, 1:00-2:00pm

$30 res/ $35 nr

HARRISON FARM PRESERHARRISON FARM PRESERVEVEHARRISON FARM PRESER
SCAVE

HARRISON FARM PRESERHARRISON FARM PRESER
SCAVESCAVENGER HUNT

HARRISON FARM PRESERVEHARRISON FARM PRESERHARRISON FARM PRESER
NGER HUNTNGER HUNT

Come and enjoy the beautiful trails and participate in our Family 
Scavenger Hunt in collaboration with the North Branford Land 

Trust at Harrison Farm Preserve located at
95 North St, North Branford, CT 06471 

Scavenger Hunt forms can be found at nbrecreation.com
General Info tab -> Department Info -> Scroll down to “Recreation” and click 

the link to the pdf that you can print.  
After you complete the scavenger hunt, stop by Atwater Library  

(Monday - Friday, 10 - 5 & Saturday 9 - 12) to enter our Nature Raffle!

Our camp runs from
Monday June 28 - Friday August 20

8:30am - 4:30pm
Register online at www.nbrecreation.com

HARRISON FARM PRESERHARRISON FARM PRESER

Food Explorers Cooking Camp Food Explorers Cooking Camp 
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      CLASSIFIED AD RATES
Personal, For Sale, Help Wanted, Tag Sale, and all  non-business classifi ed

1 issue $9.00 2 issues $12.00 3 issues $15.00
 20 words or less, not including phone #. $.05 per word, per run,  

 after 20 words
Lost and Found ...................................   FREE
Business Classifi ed Ads & Real Estate
3 issues $35.00, 6 issues $60.00,  12 issues $100.00  
$.10 per word, per run, after 20 words
Payment MUST accompany all ads.  The advertiser must notify this 

newspaper of any errors.  
Send ad along with your check to:
Totoket Times P.O. Box 313 Northford, CT 06472
For more information call 203-410-4254

CONSTRUCTION  SERVICES

John DiMaggio Plumbing - Residential/Commercial repairs/remodeling. Big 
or small. Water Heater Specials! Licensed & Insured. 
Call 203 - 627 - 6826. References available.

TJC Electrical Services - No Job too small or big. Service upgrade & 
Generator Specials. Call Tom Cassella at 203-619-2823. Licensed & Insured.

ELECTRICIANS

Southern CT Restoration. Insurance restoration and general contracting 
services. New construction, remodeling, kitchens, baths, roofi ng, siding, 
windows, doors, decks and painting. Call Pat Zichichi @ 203-239-9600.

Tree Service - A Better Cut, Tree Service - Local, full service tree 
company - we provide tree removal and trimming, chipping, and 
grinding.  Please call for a free estimate -  Contact Pat Zichichi  203-
945-1808

LANDSCAPING
J & M Landscapes LLC.Complete Lawn Care  {  Mowing , Edging , Weed 
whacking & Blow off  }Tree, hedge & shrub Pruning  -  Property cleaning & 
debris removal - Landscape Design { Mulch, shrubs &  fl ower beds}  - Stone, 
Gravel & Mulch delivery –Install  Stone shed foundations  - Small Backho { 
excavation work } – Driveway sealing – Power washing – Spring & Fall Yard 
clean –ups.  Gutter Cleaning. Winter Snow plowing.   
Vet & Senior discount. For a free quote call John ( 860 ) 349-8135.
Mone Landscaping LLC. we are now accepting new accounts for landscaping. 
Including but not limited to Lawn Mowing, Mulch, Trimming, Edging, etc. We 
are licensed and fully insured. Morethan 25 years in business. Call Mike at 203-
640-5317 for a free estimate.

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

TREE SERVICES

PLUMBING

ANF Construction. residential or commercial remodeling and new construction 
kitchens, baths, decks and more. Call for free estimate. Artie, 203-927-5275.

CASH IN ON OLD JEWELRY
Wanted Gold, Silver scrap jewelry. Fair Prices off ered. 
Call 203-627-6826 or 203-376-1249

FOR SALE
Dining room table. . 63L, 42W, 28 1/2 H.WITH LEAF, 81”. Hutch 76 
H., 25 1/2 W and 22D. 6 Chairs. $500. Must pick up. Call Pat at 203-
514-8592.

HELP WANTED
Accepting Applications for Nursery School Director
Zion Episcopal Church in North Branford CT is looking to hire a part-time 
director for the Nursery on Notch Hill. Nursery on Notch Hill is a well 
established school with wonderful and caring teachers and small class sizes. 
This is a 15 hour per week position. Candidates must have certifi cation from 
the State of CT, have a strong understanding of child development, and have 
excellent communication and interpersonal skills.  Candidates may send letters 
of interest and any questions to the Rev. Lucy LaRocca at zionvicar@att.net.
Part time Experienced Pizza Maker. Carmine’s  in Durham. Apply in person 
or call. 16 Main Street in Durham. 860-349-5411

May 20, 1873 is the birth of Blue Jeans!

Accounting & Bookkeeping Services
Computer Consulting, Training & Support

Tax Planning & Preparation for
Individuals & All Business Entitites

Estate & Trust Tax Preparations 

54 Deforest Drive North Branford, Ct 06471
email - selzholz@snet.net

203-488-8649   (FAX) 203-488-1970

STEVEN J. ELZHOLZ
Certifi ed Public Accountant

Certifi ed Information Systems Auditor
More than 45 Years Experience

54 Deforest Drive, North Branford, CT 06471
email selzholz@snet.net

203-488-8649   (FAX) 203-488-1970


