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Sunset in South Carolina

NBPD CELEBRATES HISTORIC EXPANSION 
WITH TWO NEW OFFICERS

North Branford, CT – The North Branford Police Department is proud to 
announce the addition of two recruit officers, Anthony Perrotti (left), and 
Nicolas Trivino-Martinez (right), marking the first expansion of the force in 
over 22 years. This milestone was celebrated in a swearing-in ceremony at 
the department, attended by members of the North Branford Board of Po-
lice Commissioners, Police Chief Kevin Halloran, Deputy Chief Lovelace, 
Mayor Rose Angeloni, Town Manager Michael Downes, Town Council 
Members Diamond, and Miller, along with family and fellow officers.

Mayor Angeloni administered the oath to the recruits, marking a pivotal 
moment in their careers and a historic milestone for the department. An-
thony Perrotti, hailing from East Haven, CT, is not only versed in the field 
of education but also actively involved in coaching high school sports. 
Nicolas Trivino-Martinez, who originally immigrated from Columbia and 
is a Wallingford, Connecticut resident, brings a unique bilingual capability 
to the department, which is essential for serving the diverse community of 
North Branford.

The hiring of these recruits, made possible by the COPS hiring grant ap-
proved by the Town Council, signifies the town’s dedication to enhancing 
public safety and community-oriented policing. Both recruits are set to start 
their journey at the Connecticut Police Officers Standards and Training 
Council Police Academy on January 4, 2024.

Chief Kevin Halloran expressed his gratitude and excitement, stating, “To-
day is a historic day for the North Branford Police Department. Welcoming 
Officers Perrotti and Trivino-Martinez not only strengthens our department 
but also reinforces our commitment to the community. I would like to ex-
tend my heartfelt thanks to Mayor Angeloni and the Town Council for their 
unwavering support of the Police Department. Their continued backing has 
been instrumental in reaching this milestone, allowing us to better serve 
and protect the citizens of North Branford. This expansion signifies a new 
era for the North Branford Police Department, reflecting its dedication to 
evolving in alignment with the needs of the community it serves.”

Live 
Music

  
1/13: The Mediums
1/26:  Grateful Dead 
Night w/RGB 
2/9: Bernie Gagliardi
2/23:	Mark	Rabuffo

Knights of Columbus spent the holidays helping out the community. In 
the top photo, with  their newest member Rob Mullins, the Knights put 
together 23 dinners and delivered them to the North Branford Community 
Center for Christmas dinner.

 K of C Helping Hands

In the photo below, the Knights gathered together to serve breakfast at 
the St, Ambrose Parish Christmas Bazaar.

Voluntary payments can be sent in at any time to:
Totoket Times,  

PO Box 313, 
Northford, Ct. 06472 

or Venmo@frank-mentone-1
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1717 Foxon Rd. (Rte 80) -
North Branford (in The Keybank Plaza)

203-488-6959

Hair Care
for Men & Women!

Hours of Operation
Tuesday 1-5 PM

Wednesday - Friday 9AM - 5PM
Saturday 9AM - 3PM

   

porto funeral home

234 Foxon Rd (RT. 80)
East Haven

467-3000
Off	ering	assistance	with	

PRE-planning	and	PRE-fi	nancing
Burials - Cremations

                        Directors:
         Clement L. DeLucia
       Albert M. DeLucia

EDITORIAL

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.    

MARK McELRATH
YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE 

PROFESSIONAL

c 860.951.4918
mmcelrath@williampitt.com

markmcelrath.williampitt.com

Guilford Brokerage 

Meet Your
 Merchants

The January 26th 
issue of the Totoket 
Times will be in stores 
only. Get out and meet 
some of your local mer-
chants or check out the 
full issue on line.

North Branford
Atwater Library,  
Patco Station, 

Town Hall, 
NB PO, 

NB Barbershop,
Hair Designs,

 We Fix It, 
Poppy’s Bakery,

Central Cafe & 
Taco Palace.

Northford
Recreation 

& Senior Center,
 Patco Station, 
Smith Library,

NB PO
Check out our 

website at
totokettimes.

com
for the 

\complete 
edition,

 archives of
 columnists, 

& our
 directory of
 advertisers.

Happy Valentine’s Day
Join your friends at a

 Valentine Porchetta Dinner.
Saturday, February 10, 2024 

St. Frances Cabrini Church Hall

Porchetta, Pasta, Vegetables, Salad, 
 Desserts & Coff ee or Tea.

Entertainment - Paula Pettinella
$20 for Members, $25 for Non-Members

For Tickets call Frank at 
203-410- 4254 or fmentonejr@comcast.net
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Letters to the editor...
This paper encourages all readers to voice their opinions and comments. 

The Totoket Times is not responsible for erroneous information  
or statements in letters to the editor.  Letters should be as brief as possible.

 All letters must be signed.  A telephone number should 
be included and no personal attacks.

This paper reserves the right to edit  all letters.
All letters should be addressed to :

The Editor
P.O. Box 313, Northford, CT 06472

This publication is published bi-weekly by
Doss Enterprises LLC

PO Box 313 Northford, CT. 06472
Tel; 203-410-4254   Fax 203-484-4729

email: totokettimes@comcast.net
PUBLISHER - FRANK  MENTONE JR.

founders - Bert Bunnell Jr. & Antthony Esposito Jr.
The publisher assumes no responsibility for typographical errors.  In the event 
of an error, the publisher will issue a credit adjustment on only the incorrect 

portion of the advertisement, as well as a retraction in the next issue.

I’ve got to tell you brother, I’m fed up. First, let’s start with this pandemic 
thing. Yes, I am petrified. If I get it I’m am at a very high risk for death and 
although I kid, I’m not ready yet. The media is running recklessly wild with 
this, creating a larger panic than mihht be necessarry.  Many avenues go out 
of their way to make this a political issue and quite frankly I’m sick of it.

Whatever happenned to responsible journalism? Being responsible doesn’t 
mean you only print the stuff that makes your point of view stronger. Once 
I realized I couldn’t be a professional athlete, I always wanted to  go into 
journalism. I proudly boast that I am in the first journalism graduating class 
at Southern Connecticut State College, before it ever became a university. 
But we were taught nothing but the truth. A news story is just what it says, 
“news”. 

The different slants are despicable. But even with all this varying news, 
don’t tell me this is a political hoax. More than half a million people have 
died. So respect me when I wear my mask and stay at least six feet away. 
And forgive me if I don’t respect you for making light of the issue. I’ve 
already lost two cousins to this killer and I don’t want to add to that number. 

As we continue with the disservices the media is presenting, they should 
be responsible and go easy on the fuel to the fire they add in covering black 
lives matter. I was brought up in a predominantly black neighborhood with 
a sparse sprinkle of Italians. My parents taught me that all lives matter. My 
grand parents suffered when they cam e to the United States. A fisherman 
and a abutchte my two grandfathers weeee laborers who sufferred dis-
crimination. Their lives were tough because of that. My life was not tough 
because of that. I remain a person who tries to meantain my heritage and 
my history, but theybsuffered not me.

That’s why it this racist stuff is making me sick to my stomach. We’re 
erasing history to fix a problem we are having today and that does, not 
fix the problem. Pls.ying the “ black National anthem” (whatever the hell 
that is) bore a football game is satisfying all the wrong people. We are the 
United States of America. We have one anthem for everyone. Tearing down 
or taking down statues who represent men who were morally wrong does 
not erase what they did. Let’s get better at history and teach why they did 
it and why it was wrong and why they didn’t know it was wrong.

Finally I always thought aubnt Jeremiah was tremendous. Never looked 
at her products as a racist thing but as a quality thing.

 
 
Sent from my iPad 

Expires 2-29-24

EDITORIAL

State Representative Vincent Candelora Let’s Be “Frank”
EDITORIAL

LET’S BE “FRANK”
In late December, Governor Lamont cemented 

the fact that there’s a clear disconnect between his 
opinion about the proposed ban on the sale of gas-
powered vehicles and how residents feel about the 
idea of state government forcing them into electric 
cars. 

Speaking before a packed house of business lead-
ers from our state’s Middlesex region, the governor 
made jokes related to the cost of electric vehicles 

and “range anxiety”—the latter a colloquial reference to concerns about how many 
miles a fully charged vehicle can travel. His comedic dalliance, which included 
a promise for more mental health funding to help Republicans overcome range 
anxiety, was understandably panned in the news media.

Considering his myopic view on the subject—all but ignoring concerns about 
grid capacity and electric generation—it’s no wonder the Governor has failed, so 
far, to get his California-modeled electric vehicle mandate through the legislature. 
He isn’t giving up, though, and the new legislative session, which begins Feb. 7, 
could feature discussion on the topic initiated by legislators who believe in the ban. 

If a recent poll on the issue is any indication, stiff constituent headwinds await. A 
survey of 500 likely voters, conducted by an automotive industry trade association, 
showed that 59 percent opposed a ban. And 63 percent of the unaffiliated voters felt 
the same. That sentiment played out across the societal spectrum in every corner of 
the state. Opposition is as strong in Fairfield County communities as it is in urban 
centers and east-of-the-river municipalities. View the poll at repcandelora.com

Talk about the survey here in Connecticut comes as news nationwide points to 
increasing skepticism about any state’s ability to meet aggressive zero emissions 
mandates, a cause championed by the Biden administration. Consumer confidence, 
driven by concerns such as vehicle price and widespread availability of charging 
stations, is low. Consequently, there’s a glut of electric vehicles on dealer lots, 
and manufacturers are rethinking some investments resulting from their headlong 
dive into the market. 

Back here, in the Land of Steady Habits, a solution to perhaps the biggest bar-
rier—the ability to supply power to meet the needs of an electric vehicle mandate—
feels as elusive as ever. Compounding the problem, state utility regulators are in 
open conflict with electric companies who will be expected to perform upgrades 
to their infrastructure to accomplish that goal. It’s a quandary for the Governor 
and the dwindling number of legislative Democrats who openly support the ban. 
They want the companies—and their ratepayers—to invest in upgrades but at the 
same time are crimping utilities’ attempts to generate revenue they say they need 
to maintain current services effectively. 

Residents’ sentiment about challenges such as these were finally acknowledged 
by the legislature’s Democrat majority leadership back in November, when it was 
announced they would pull back the proposed ban with the goal of retooling and 
recharging the push at an undetermined time. My hunch is that this legislative ses-
sion will feature a symbolic push to appease special interest groups who support 
the ban, with a full-powered policy campaign to follow next year—after Election 
Day. After all, promoting and voting for a deeply unpopular proposal such as this 
carries electoral implications. 

According to the aforementioned poll, more than half of voters surveyed said 
they would be less likely to vote for an elected official who supports a ban. Fifty-
six percent of non-partisan voters indicated they are less like to vote for an elected 
official who supports the proposal. 

For the those who currently control the levers of our state government, that could 
be the issue that matters most. 
Rep. Vincent Candelora 
House Republican Leader 
86th District 
North Branford, Durham, East Haven, Guilford

Well brother, as I write this letter it’s hard to believe that the old man 
has been gone thirty three years. Doing the math, I have been without him 
almost as much as I had been with him.

Growing up a “white boy” in a predominantly black neighborhood, once 
school was out I created a lot of heroes. There was John  Havlicek (Boston 
Celtics), Roy White (New York Yankees), Fran Tarkenton (New York Gi-
ants), Chuck Connors (the Rifleman) and a host of others.

I never threw pops into that mix. Actually, I always felt a little embarrassed 
by him. With a mouthful of rotted teeth (he was traumatized as a boy by  a 
dentist), his fourth grade education, a cigarette always dangling out of his 
mouth and the fact that he wasn’t as young as most of my friends parents, 
he was often mistaken for my grandfather.

Yet, the man always worked more than forty hours a week in a lousy fac-
tory job which was partially to blame for his lung cancer. He never missed 
one of my little league games and he drove the entire team to every one of 
my grade school basketball games. With a limited income, he always put 
food on the table and there were always Christmas presents under the tree. 
Through my dating years he gave me the best piece of advice I ever received. 
When I started dating SueAnn he took me aside(something he never did) 
and in his own way he informed me “make sure you don’t screw this up”. 
I didn’t and I thank him every day for that pearl of wisdom.

When I was in the eight grade he went into a coma and it was touch and 
go for a week or so. As I was contemplating not taking the entrance exam 
to Notre Dame, it was time for another gem from the old man. Knowing 
that money would be tight, I told him I would go to Lee High School (three 
houses away from us). I thought it would take some of the pressure off the 
family. This time he was more stern. Laying in a hospital bed with wires 
all over him, in a semi state of consciousness  he simply looked up and said 
“You are going to ND, we’ll make it work”. With your help, his return to 
work and all my different part time jobs, we made it work.

As I reached my teens and realized what it took for him to do what he 
did with all his restrictions and health issues, I began to find the respect I 
should have given him all along. Right or wrong, he always had my back. 
He always stood up for me even getting into major arguments with officials 
at some of my sporting events.

The happiest I ever saw him was when your first born son Mark came 
into the world. He was so happy to be a grandfather. He was so proud when 
my son was born and we gave him pops name, Frank III.

I began to realize that with him, it was all about family and seeing his kids 
do better than he did. He had a strong family bond with his eight siblings 
and because he was  the youngest, we went to see them often. He never 
owned his own home but all his kids went to Catholic grammar schools 
and high schools and every one of us went to college. Unfortunately, you 
didn’t graduate as you had to quit school to help pay the bills when he got 
sick. He was proud of you for your family dedication and proud of me and 
Mary for being the first Mentone’s in our generation to graduate college. 
The house was not that important to him.

I can’t pin point a date but I began to try to emulate him with his work 
ethic and family values. He set his eyes on the prize (our success) and never 
wavered. I realized I did not need all those false heroes. I had a real life 
hero. He didn’t shoot the bad guys, or make jump shots, throw a football 
or hit home runs.  He simply was the best man he could be and that made 
all the difference.

Give him a kiss for me and I’ll see you soon.
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Tues, 8:30 - 5:00 Wed 8:30 - 5:00
Thur 8:30 - 5:00 Fri, 8:30 - 5:00

Saturday 8:30 - 2:00
- WALK - INS ONLY -

HAIR CUTS

MEN $14.00

SENIORS &

KIDS UNDER 10

$12.00

Turning Resolutions Into Lasting Solutions
The promise of new beginnings is upon us once 

again. All around the world the new year symbol-
izes a fresh start coupled with a sense of hope. 
We resolve with enthusiasm to make positive 
changes and do things differently. Yet, here we 
are, just weeks into the New Year and statistically 
speaking more than 80% of all well intentioned 
resolutions have been tossed aside and are well 
on the way to being forgotten. Hopefully you are 
the exception to the rule but if not, don’t be dis-

couraged. The allure of the “New Year mindset” often dissipates not due 
to lack of enthusiasm, but because of vague, unrealistic resolutions. We 
seemingly expect a magic wand to pass over years of habits giving them 
a makeover with nothing more than will power required on our part. And, 
we often treat the span of time between Thanksgiving and New Year’s 
Eve as a free-for-all with the justification that it will all change abruptly 
on a given date. At the stroke of midnight, things will begin to get better. 
But before long, reality sets in—commitments wane, enthusiasm falters, 
and resolutions slip through the cracks. It’s a curious phenomenon that 
repeats itself time and time again.

 If that’s the situation you find yourself in, it’s time to ask—why is 
that? What happened to that “Fresh Start’’ excitement you were fired up 
about just weeks ago when you made those January 1st promises? The 
answer is quite simple. The stumbling block is rooted in the nature of our 
aspirations. Whether it’s a desire for better health, financial rejuvenation, 
organizational mastery, or any other lofty objective, they often suffer from 
a common pitfall in that they are too general. We expect too much from 
ourselves and often end up with the perception that we have failed. Not 
true. The intention to be “healthier” or to “revamp finances” represents 
broad strokes lacking the precision required to execute tangible change. 
Without the framework necessary to guide our actions and steer us toward 
success, success is hindered.

To simplify further, all we are really looking to do is break an old habit or 
create a new one. Just for a moment, think about the things you routinely 
(automatically) do every day. Good or bad, realize it or not, those are 
your habits. You likely came up with quite a few, from pouring that first 
cup of morning coffee, to brushing your teeth before bed and everything 
in between. According to an article in Psychology Today, we wouldn’t 
have so many habits if it were so hard to create them. It doesn’t have to 
be hard, yet somehow we make it so.

The magic key to realizing our resolutions lies in redefining them. We 
can take those vague ambitions, and transform them into clear, achievable 
goals! Rather than stating a desire to “be healthier,” specify the steps you 
will take to make that happen. Don’t toss your resolution aside, just give it 
a makeover! Let’s use the classic example of improved health and break it 
down into bite sized pieces. How will you achieve your health goal? What 
specific actions will you take? Will it be through regular exercise, dietary 
changes, better sleep habits, or a combination of these factors? Would 
it help to have an accountability partner? Mapping out actionable steps 
and setting measurable targets, transforms the resolution into a concrete 
plan. Creating change and clearing a path towards renewed goals is an 
exciting and very real possibility! 

It’s essential to recognize that change doesn’t happen overnight. It’s a 
gradual process requiring patience, perseverance, and resilience. Ask 
yourself, do you want instant results or lasting results? (If there were such 
a thing as instant, lasting results, I imagine we would all want that! Sadly, 
it doesn’t exist for most objectives.) Be kind to yourself and celebrate 
each small success while remembering setbacks serve as learning op-
portunities and are part of the journey. By transforming these aspirations 
into achievable goals with clear action plans, we empower ourselves to 
make genuine, lasting changes throughout the year, not just in the initial 
flurry of January.

So as the New Year rolls out its vast array of possibilities, practice 
gratitude for the bright spots of the previous year and clear the way for 
creating a plan of simple achievable, intentional, steps that will add up 
over time. And if you don’t know where to start, start with your health.

Plan to give your resolution a makeover? I’d love to hear about it! Have 
Questions or need suggestions? Reach out at joann@wellnessfusion.net. 
Remember this monthly article is here for you, For the Health of it.

JoAnn Begley is a Certified Nutrition Coach and Holistic Wellness 
Practitioner who has served the community for more than 24 years.
Through both work and personal experience, she understands how 
difficult it is to take the first step towards self care, and how essential 
it is to do so. She and her husband Jerry live in North Branford and 
have two children.

For the Health of It.......
EDITORIAL

 North Branford Fire Department 

2023 Statistics
North Branford Fire Department continues to provide the highest 

quality of emergency and non-emergency life safety services to the citizens 
and visitors in our community. Through the department’s commitment to 
continuous improvement, staff development and implementing new and 
innovative programs to create greater economic efficiencies and improve 
emergency service effectiveness to North Branford residents.  In compliance 
with National Fire Protection Standards (NFPA) 1720, Standards for the 
Organization and Deployment of Fire Suppression Operations, Emergency 
Medical Operations and Special Operations to the Public by Volunteer Fire 
Departments, the North Branford Fire Department exceeds the national 
consensus standard, on scene within 8 minutes after dispatch. 

During	2023	North	Branford	fire	department	personnel	
answered 2081 calls for service.

  
  Types of Calls:
  Fire    35
  Emergency Medical  1603
  Motor Vehicle Accidents 99
  Hazardous Conditions  37
  Public Service /Good Intent 187
  False Alarms   120

As a cooperative and collaborative partner with our contiguous jurisdic-
tions, North Branford Fire Department provided and or received mutual 
aid for 45 Fire/EMS incidents during the year, including the towns of East 
Haven, Branford, Guilford, North Haven, Durham, Wallingford, Madison 
and the City of New Haven. 
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The North Branford Board of Education and Jerome Harrison Elementary 
will be presenting a virtual informational session introducing the North 
Branford Public Schools Preschool Program and the Family Resource Center 
Preschool for the school year 2024-2025.

In an eff ort to off er fl exibility with challenging schedules and maximize 
attendance, this informational session will be off ered via Google Meet*. 
The session will be hosted by Beth Parker, Principal, Jerome Harrison El-
ementary School, Sara Alberti, Director of Special Services and Ann-Marie 
McCarthy, Supervisor of the Family Resource Center. 

The program will be held on Thursday, January 18th at 6:00 p.m.
If you are interested in participating, please email Lisa Biestek at lbi-

estek@northbranfordschools.org to register and receive the Google meet 
link. 

The online preschool application will be made available to all in attendance 
at the close of the session and then will be made available to the public on 
Friday, January 19th, on the North Branford Board of Education Preschool 
webpage.  Note that you must be a resident of North Branford/Northford 
to be eligible.  

For  more  informat ion about  the  program and to  access 
the application, after publication, visit: http://bit.ly/jhs-preschool 
(All Smart Start requirements and restrictions as noted on the website 
apply. Applicants must be a resident of North Branford/Northford.)
*Google Meet is a free digital video conferencing platform.

North Branford PublicSchools
Preschool Application Period to Open

NBHS Teacher Selected as Auschwitz Legacy Fellows
NBHS Press Release: NBHS English teacher Jill Feltus has been selected 

as one of the Auschwitz Legacy Fellows for the state of Connecticut.  The 
Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial Foundation and the Holocaust Education 
Resource and Outreach Center are coordinating the Auschwitz Legacy 
Fellowship Program and notifi ed Mrs. Feltus most recently regarding her 
application for this fellowship program.  The application process was very 
competitive and involved many applicants across the entire state.    

Throughout the school year, Mrs. Feltus will be preparing for this impor-
tant professional development opportunity by participating in virtual meet-
ings and workshops during the evening hours.  A trip to Poland will take 
place during the summer of 2024 as a part of the experience and professional 
development.   During the onset of the 2024-25 school year,  Mrs. Feltus 
will be collaborating with colleagues in order to share additional insights 
regarding this professional development opportunity and her experiences 
when visiting Poland.  Submitted by NBHS Principal Todd Stoeffl  er

T-Birds - Champions in Youth Football
The CTYFL (Connecticut Youth Football League) championship games 

were held at East Hartford High School on December 2, 2023. 
The North Branford Thunderbirds A Team  (above photo)beat the Vernon 

Vipers 20-14 to win the CTYFL championship.
The North Branford Thunderbirds B Team (photo below) beat the South 

Windsor Panthers 20-7 to win the CTYFL championship and completed an 
undefeated season going 11-0. Congratulations to the players and coaches 
for an amazing year of football! 

North Branford A
Coaches: George Cottiero, Alec Cottiero, Anthony Sigel, Austin Cahill, 

Vico Minnocci, Mark Stephens and Jeff  Dow.
Players: Gianni Salvati, Matteo Anderson, Marco Landino, Mason DiSte-

fano, Cole Minnocci, Mason Pantano, Austin Cahill, Zoe DeSimone, Cypres 
Smith, Tyler Poston, Michael Muratti, William Criscuolo, James Kavanaugh, 
Anthony Nesto, Jason Tynes, Matthew Caff alette, Louis DeFelice, Anthony 
D’Amato, Jack Sigel, Anthony Siminausky, Gianni DiBenedetto, Dalton 
Brennan and Jade Smith.

North Branford B
Coaches: Sean Macauley, Sean Anderson, Dan Wells, Dan Schmidt, Ryan 

Brustman and Bob Silvestro.
Players: Gary Lucibella, Nico Anderson, Harlen Ozoria, Owen Brust-

man, Krista Rumley, Tanner Tracz, Jack Macauley, Caden Atwood, Gianni 
Petrarca-Pepe, Jared Gallagher, Paul Ludington, Benjamin Sorensen, Jer-
emiah Byrd, Nicholas Tripp, Rocco Anderson, Michael Pastet, Bennet Tracz, 
Parker Tracz, Santino Cerrone, Richard Haggerty, Joey Mansi, Mitchell 
Verzi, Gavin Fusco-Cuneo, Landon Williams, Gennaro DiLungo, Alexander 
Reding, Joseph Wells, Andrew Savo, Brian Tripp, Marco Cerrone, Jackson 
Azarigian, Jeremiah Taylor and Jason Mazzucco.Super Bowl Stuff ed Breads

The North Branford Education Foundation in conjunction with Venice 
Bakery will be holding a Super Bowl Stuff ed Breads Sale. Breads must be 
ordered by Monday February 5 and picked up on Friday 2-9,  in the Audi-
torium parking lot  at 3:30.If you can’t pick them up we can deliver them.

Send order and payment  to NBEF, PO Box 504, Northford, Ct. 06472
for more information call frank Mentone at 203-410-4254.

THEY MAKE US PROUD
Lia Prato was named to the Dean’s List at LeHigh University in 
Bethlehem, PA.
Virginia Stroscio and Kelly Kennedy were named to the Dean’s List at 
Southern New Hampshire University in Manchester, NH.
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beginning March 12, 

St. Ambrose Parish, 
North Branford

Call to register 203

““DDOO  II  HHAAVVEE  AA  PPUURRPPOOSSEE??””  

““IISS  TTHHEERREE  AA  GGOODD??””  

““WWHHOO  IISS  JJEESSUUSS  AANNDD  WWHHYY  
DDOOEESS  IITT  MMAATTTTEERR??””  ““WWHHAATT  IISS  TTHHEE  MMEEAANNIINNGG  OOFF  LLIIFFEE??””  

ST. AMBROSE PARISH INVITES YOU TO ALPHA! 
 Come for dinner, a short film, explore the Christian Faith, ask questions and  

share your thoughts in a comfortable, non-judgmental environment.   
Begins Wednesday Evenings, Jan 31. Contact 203-484-0403 ext 305 for more  

information or email cyndie.baker@nbcatholics.org 
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      CLASSIFIED AD RATES
Personal, For Sale, Help Wanted, Tag Sale, and all  non-business classified
 1 issue $9.00 2 issues $12.00 3 issues $15.00
 20 words or less, not including phone #. $.05 per word, per run,  

 after 20 words
Lost and Found ...................................   FREE
Business Classified Ads & Real Estate
3 issues $35.00, 6 issues $60.00,  12 issues $100.00  
$.10 per word, per run, after 20 words
Payment MUST accompany all ads.  The advertiser must notify this 

newspaper of any errors.  
Send ad along with your check to:
Totoket Times P.O. Box 313 Northford, CT 06472
For more information call 203-410-4254

John DiMaggio Plumbing - Residential/Commercial repairs/remodeling. 
Big or small. Water Heater Specials! Licensed & Insured. 
Call 203 - 627 - 6826. References available.

Southern CT Restoration. Insurance restoration and general contracting 
services. New construction, remodeling, kitchens, baths, roofing, siding, 
windows, doors, decks and painting. Call  203-239-9600.

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

PLUMBING

CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED

“Security Systems are best when installed 
by  a professional not the internet”

ELECTRICIAN
TJC Electrical Services. No job too big or too small. Service upgrades 
and generator specials. Call Tom Cassella  at 203-619-2823. Licensed and 
insured.

EARTHART STONEWORKS LLC.     Specializing in stonewall 
restoration.  Offering hardscape design, custom and made to order    
stone creations, benches, water features, patios, mailbox posts and more.  
Licensed and     insured. 203 868-9958.  www.earthartstoneworks.com

STONEWORKS

The	filling	in	Kit	Kats	is	made	from
 damaged Kit Kats.

Recycling News
Christmas Tree Pickup ends this week.

Sometimes they run a little late. If you think you have been missed, 
John’s number is on the Recycling Card inserted into this Totoket Times.

=============
There should be a Neon Orange 2024 Recycling/Trash 
Card in this issue of your Totoket Times. Please keep 
this card handy all year. It has important dates and 

information that you will need concerning your trash 
pickups and what can be recycled.

 If the card is missing or you misplace yours, there will be copies at both 
libraries, public works and Town Hall. You can also download a copy 

from the town website.
=============

Did you know that there is a 10-cent deposit on:
All glass, metal and plastic drink containers that contain 150ml to 3 liters of a 

carbonated beverage and 150ml to 2.5 liters of a non-carbonated beverage.
Malt-based hard seltzers were added to the list of covered beverage containers 

in 2023. The law excludes other spirit or wine-based beverages that are not 
malt-based.

===========
Reduce – Reuse - Recycle

For the New Year it is a good time to re-evaluate your waste footprint. 
Donating = Reuse

For items that still have some life in them, consider posting them on the 
Facebook page:    North Branford & Northford Free Items.

Help someone else out, unclutter your house and help the environment at the 
same time.

For a larger audience check out Freecycle.org in East Haven or New Haven. 
You can also look up your item in the New Haven Downsizing Donation Guide. 
It lists multiple organizations that want your stuff! Just search for ‘New Haven 

Downsizing Donation Guide”.
Try the One-A-Day Declutter Method. Every day, commit to purge ONE item 

from you home. Try to donate your items so someone else can use them.
Are you interested in getting involved on a town committee?

 Does it upset you when you see littering?
Do you wonder where the trash goes and how recycling works?

The Solid/Hazardous Waste and Recycling Committee is looking for new 
members. The new year is full of possibilities and we could use some fresh 

ideas.Please call the Town Manager if you are interested. 
For more information about recycling in North Branford you can check out 

North Branford’s Recycling Committee’s website: townofnorthbranfordct.com/
government/boards-commissions/hazardous-wasterecycling-committee.aspx

or our Facebook page: North Branford CT Hazardous Waste & Recycling 
Committee

HELP WANTED
Secretary 2 - 12 Month Position - North Branford Public Schools 
Minimum 3-5 years experience in an office environment, including pub-

lic contact. Experience with word processing, spreadsheets and database 
software. Previous school district experience preferred. 

Salary - as specified in Bargaining Unit Contract.  Please apply through 
our website www.northbranfordschools.org and click on the Employment 
Tab.  A comprehensive skills test will be administered to qualified applicants. 


