Well brother, two more weeks have passed. With the return of the wife and the completion of the high school baseball season, it’s that time of year again when I have free time to think. In that free time, I am always amazed at how people who are much smarter than me can be so stupid.
With the terrible heat, there have been more than several instances of people leaving children in the car as they run their errands. A few of these even led to the death of a child. How stupid can you be? One person indicated they were in a hurry and forgot the baby was in the car. A suggested solution to that problem was to take the shoe off your non-driving foot and put it in the back seat of the car. When you get out of you car you will realize you have no shoe and you will go to the back seat to get it and see the baby. If you need to do this to remember there is a kid in your back seat, you have some big problems.
With the summer picnic season upon us, there have been many warnings about leaving salads with mayonnaise, as well as chicken or meat out in the heat for extended periods of time. Again, if you need to be warned about this, maybe you should not be throwing a picnic.
I went to see The Fiddle on the Roof  at the Goodspeed Opera House. If he were a rich man he’d “build a big tall house with rooms by the dozen”. I couldn’t help but think what the heck would I want rooms by the dozen for. I can barely get through the rooms I have now.
I’m still not sold on the purpose of fireworks every year. I get the celebration aspect but each town spends tens of thousands of dollars for the arsenal, as well as overtime for police, fire and city employees to be on hand for crowd control. Why not do what they do with the Columbus Day parade? Have a large display in a different town each year and invite other towns to participate. Problem solved. Five towns, one shared expense and  instead of burning that money up in the sky, the money saved can be used to improve the towns.
On the newspaper front, it gets more and more difficult. More than 40 years in the business and a Journalism Marketing degree, and most people still know much more than me. Only when their strategy doesn’t work, do they get me involved and that’s only to blame me for their failures.
In the same sense, I can never understand how because my service doesn’t actually put something in your hand, people think it is cost free. They run up a bill and then neglect to pay it because “things are tough”. I have never had a problem with helping someone out for a few months but when they don’t pay at all, that is just not right. Putting my time aside do they think the paper gets printed and mailed for nothing.
I had to get a part time security guard job to make ends meet. I sit behind a big book so people can sign in before entering. Last week a lady walked right by me like I was a four hundred pound invisible man. When I called her back she said she didn’t see me and didn’t know she had to sign. I explained that I wasn’t just there for my looks and she frantically responded with “Oh, I didn’t think that”. 
That’s all for now. I’ll see you soon.


