




8 Totoket Times June 19, 2026 COMMUNITY

Recycling News
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The event will be held at Public Works from 9am to noon. We will be 
collecting electronics such as TVs, computers, small appliances and 

almost anything that has a plug. We cannot accept smoke detectors, A/C’s 
or dehumidifiers. Our trash hauler will not take that TV you have on your 

lawn near the trash cans. 
We will also be taking mattresses (clean and dry), batteries, propane 

tanks in reusable condition and used oil for FREE.
==========

Hazwaste Central is open 
Safe & Free Disposal of Residential Household Hazardous Waste

They take household batteries.
The Regional Water Authorities’ HazWaste Central will be open on 
Saturdays starting on May 30th through mid-October. They are closed on 
the weekends of July 4th and Labor Day.
HazWaste Central helps area residents in member towns protect water 
quality by safely disposing of household wastes. Located at RWA at 90 
Sargent Drive in New Haven, HazWaste Central is open from 9 a.m. 
until noon on Saturdays only. Household hazardous waste comes from 
everyday products used in the home, garage, yard or garden. A visit to 
HazWaste Central is quick and easy. Participants never have to leave 
their cars, and the waste is off-loaded by professionals. Some of the 
household wastes that can be dropped off include aerosol cleaners and 
sprays, antifreeze, oil-based paint and pool chemicals.  We also list some 
of the accepted items on your blue trash information card.
Please visit https://www.rwater.com/about-us/in-the-community/
hazwaste-central for a complete list of what is accepted along with the 
online registration form. You can also call 203-401-2712 or email ask.
hazwaste@rwater.com.

==========
In Connecticut, recycling is state law!
This means that everyone must recycle.

That includes residents whether living in a single or multi-family 
building, every business including non-profits, and all public and private 

agencies and institutions, including all public and private schools and 
local and state government agencies.  It’s the Law!  Visit RecycleCT to 

learn about the benefits of recycling right.
Multi-Family and Condominium complexes are required to recover 

recyclables.  You, your landlord, or your condo management company/
association must separate recyclables from other solid waste and provide 

for recycling. 
Connecticut schools must recycle right along with other municipal 
agencies, residents and businesses. This act has been in effect since 

January 1, 1991. It is important not only that schools make certain that 
their program meets the requirements of the law, but that they do not 

send young people mixed messages by having them recycle one thing at 
home but not at school.

What must be recycled?   
�x�� Glass and Metal Food and Beverage Containers

�x�� Plastic Containers* - #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, #6, #7

o	 *No black plastic, nothing smaller than 2”

�x�� Waste Oil (crankcase oil from internal combustion engines)

�x�� Storage Batteries (from motor vehicles)

�x�� Scrap metal

�x�� Corrugated cardboard, boxboard, newspapers, magazines, office 
paper

�x�� Leaves (must be composted)

�x�� Grass Clippings (banned from disposal - should be left on the 
lawn or, if necessary, composted)

�x�� Ni-Cd Rechargeable Batteries (from consumer products)

The law requires your hauler to provide a warning notice to custom-
ers suspected of violating separation requirements and to not know-
ingly mix designated recyclables with trash.

https://portal.ct.gov/deep/reduce-reuse-recycle/reducereuserecycle-main-
page

For more information about recycling in North Branford you can check out 
North Branford’s Recycling Committee’s website: townofnorthbranfordct.
com/government/boards-commissions/hazardous-wasterecycling-commit-
tee.aspx or our Facebook page: North Branford CT Hazardous Waste & 
Recycling Committee

SCHOOL

Local Eagle Scout Project 
Seeks Community Support

 Guilford native Austin LaFata is working toward earning the prestigious rank 
of Eagle Scout this summer by leading a community improvement project at the 
North Guilford Firehouse. His vision is to create a welcoming picnic area over-
looking the lake, providing a safe and inviting outdoor gathering space for local 
families and organizations. The completed project will directly benefit Austin’s 
Scout Troop, other local Scout packs, and Guilford’s LEGO League by giving 
children and community groups a dedicated place to meet, gather, and participate in 
activities. To help make the project a reality, Austin is currently seeking volunteers 
and donations to offset the cost of picnic tables, construction materials, and other 
project expenses. Community members can support the effort by volunteering at 
upcoming fundraising events or by participating in the construction day itself. A 
successful car wash fundraiser was recently held at Palumbo’s on June 14, and 
another is scheduled for Sunday, July 26, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., again at 
Palumbo’s. The Eagle Scout project build day is planned for Saturday, August 22, 
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. As part of its ongoing Community Outreach Initia-
tive, A&D Equipment, Guilford’s woman owned small business specializing in 
excavator attachments, is proud to support Austin’s project. Members of the A&D 
Equipment team will volunteer their time and talents during the construction phase, 
reinforcing the company’s commitment to investing in local youth and strengthen-
ing the community. Any funds remaining after the completion of the project will 
be donated to support future Troop 472 Eagle Scout projects, helping other Scouts 
achieve their goals and continue serving the community. Community support is 
essential to the success of this project, and volunteers of all skill levels are wel-
come. Those interested in helping with the upcoming car wash fundraiser or the 
Eagle Scout build day can sign up here: Austin’s Eagle Scout Project: https://bit.
ly/3OYY8dt Every donation, volunteer hour, and act of support will help create a 
lasting community space that will be enjoyed for years to come.

Team Purple wins Park Rec 
U-9 Flag Football

Coached by the North Banford Little League and North Branford Youth 
Basketball presidents, these young men recently won the U-9 Flag Foot-
ball championship.
Submitted by Mike DeMatteo,
 Member of the Parks & Recreation Committee



Branford Bible Chapel. 212 Branford Rd., corner of Twin Lakes Rd. 203-488-3586. Sunday 
morning : 10:00 - 10:30 Worship & Lord’s Supper, 10:30 11:00 Announcements and Music Minity, 
11:00 -11:45 Ministering of God’s Word & Sunday School. . Nursery provided. Vacation Bible 
School, missions & outreach programs. www.branfordbiblechapel.org

CHURCH  DIRECTORY

Zion Episcopal Church, 326 Notch Hill Road, North Branford. While we are in 
transition, we continue to hold services of Morning Prayer following Rite 2 in the Book 
of Common Prayer, and do have services of Holy Eucharist when we are fortunate to 
get a supply priest. At this time, we have a single service at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday morn-
ing. Refreshments and fellowship to follow service in the parish hall. Please visit our 
Facebook page or our website zionepiscopalchurch.org. Zion is an open and affirming 
congregation for those seeking a safe place to worship and grow in Christ. 203-488-7395

Northford Community Church. Church is located on Old Post Rd. (Corner of Rte 
17 and Rte 22), PO Box 191 Northford. Phone (203)-484-0795, Fax (203)-484-9916. 
Email: northfordcc@gmail.com. Office Hours: Tuesday 9am-1pm; Other days by ap-
pointment. John Vigneri, Pastor. Catherine Klouda, worship leader. Worship service 
10am. Join us for coffee hour following worship. Holy Communion on the first Sunday 
of each month. Like us on Facebook. Our website is www.northfordcommunity.church.

The North Branford Congregational Church, NACCC, 1680 Foxon Road, North 
Branford CT.  Join us for meaningful worship and Bible based teaching every Sunday 
at 10 am. Sunday School for children during service.  Communion on the first Sunday 
of the month.   We offer Bible study, choir, lunch bunch, 2nd Sunday brunch, charity 
work, book club, praise team, men’s fellowship and more.  To contact our church: 
Office hours are Wednesday to Friday from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Phone: 203.488.8456, 
email: nobdcong@sbcglobal.net, website: www.northbranfordcongregational. org  Come 
grow in faith with us!

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, the White Church on the Hill in the Heart of 
Northford, has been an integral part of Northford since 1763! Worship services are 
held Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Refreshments and fellowship always follow. Please join 
us - we’d love to get to know you! All are always welcome!! The church is also open to 
all in the community for individual prayer, Tuesdays from noon to 2 p.m. St. Andrew’s 
supports many community programs, and contributes regularly to the North Branford 
Scholarship Program; North Branford Social Services (NBSS) Thanksgiving Basket 
Share and Christmas gift and food basket share programs; NBSS Back-To-School 
Backpacks; clothing donations (donation shed located at the back of the church park-
ing lot); and more. A number of fundraising events are held throughout the year to 
help us help our neighbors, such as an Annual Rhubarb Fest, summertime Ice Cream 
Socials, and the annual Harvest Supper. Please join us for the events, and help us help 
our neighbors! Additionally, the church’s Parish Hall is available for rent for birthday 
parties, showers, receptions, etc. The Rev. Bryan Spinks is St. Andrew’s priest; Nan 
Monde is Sr. Warden. For more information please contact Nan at 203-710-7005

9Totoket Times June 19, 2026

The newly formed St. Pier Giorgio Frassati Parish officially brings together the 
parish communities of St. Ambrose, North Branford and St. Elizabeth of the Trinity, 
North Haven into one united Catholic community.  Rooted in the spirit and example 
of St. Pier Giorgio Frassati, the parish begins this new chapter of faith, service and 
community. Parish leaders say the merger is an opportunity to strengthen ministries, 
foster deeper connections among parishioners and continue the mission of the Church 
with renewed energy and hope. The parish now includes the worship locations of St. 
Augustine Church, 30 Caputo Rd, North Branford; St. Monica Church, 1321 Middle-
town Ave. , Northford; St. Barnabas, 44 Washington Ave. North Haven and St. Therese 
Church, 555 Middletown Ave., North Haven. 

All are warmly invited to join us for Mass and becoming part of our growing par-
ish family. Weekend and daily Masses are offered throughout our parish community, 
providing many opportunities for worship, prayer, fellowship and service. Whether you 
are a long-time parishioner, returning to the Church or searching for a parish home, 
we welcome you to pray with us and experience the joy of our Catholic community!

MASS TIMES, SATURDAY VIGIL MASS , 4 PM St. Barnabas, 4:30 PM St. Au-
gustine

SUNDAY MASS, 8 AM  St. Barnabas | 9 AM St. Monica,10 AM St. Therese | 11 AM 
St. Augustine.  DAILY MASS Monday-Thursday 8 AM St. Barnabas

Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat. 9 AM St. Augustine
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: A half hour before all morning daily Masses
& Sat. Vigil, during Monday & Wednesday Adoration5-6 PM Mon. St. Augustine | 

5-6 PM Wed. St. Barnabas.
Please reach out to the parish office with any questions 203-484-0403 or 203-239-5378

CHURCH

DEATH NOTICE
Joseph Edward Dodson, born May 24, 

1986, at Yale New Haven Hospital, passed away 
after a sudden illness at his home in the Czech 
Republic just shy of his 40th birthday. An avid 
reader with a curiosity about the world, Joe will 
be remembered for his quiet intellect, service to 
others, and devotion to a small circle of family 
and friends.

Joe grew up in Northford and graduated from 
North Branford High School in 2004. He later 
attended the University of New Haven, where 
he helped co-found a biking club while earning 

his Bachelor of Science degree in national security studies. He would eventually go on to 
pursue a Master’s degree in geopolitics from Charles University.

Sergeant Dodson proudly served six years in the United States Army 1st Infantry Divi-
sion as an intelligence analyst, including wartime deployments in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
where he became a team leader and earned the Army Good Conduct Medal. This led him 
to a career in artificial intelligence analysis for tech startups. Building off his childhood 
passion for LEGO blocks and model rockets, his work focused on data modeling using 
earth observation imagery. He spent the final years of his life in Prague, a city he first 
visited during his military service and quickly grew to love. 

‘Uncle Joe’ is survived by his nephews Thomas and Christopher Dodson, his brother 
Michael Dodson, and sister-in-law Phanavan, all of Plainville; his loving parents, Paul and 
Karen Dodson of Conway, South Carolina; his brother, Patrick Dodson of Albany, New 
York; and his uncle, Phillip Dodson of Cos Cob. In lieu of sending flowers, his family 
requests that you phone a loved one.

CHURCH

Saint Anthony Church Still Growing
After more than 120 years, Saint Anthony’s Church in New Haven  con-

tiunes to grow. The Church, part of the Blessed Michael McGivney Parish  
recently hosted a seven day celebration of their patron Saint Anthony. 

The week started with a manicotti dinner with close to 200 people. On 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday there was a Triduum  of Prayer with the 
service being performed by Father Joseph O’Neill. 

On Friday, June 12 Saint Anthony’s hosted an indoor festival with music 
food and of course they’re famous fried dough  pizza and peaches and wine. 
There was an added treat as one of the young paprishioners  got together 
with his grand mother and made a big pot of doughballs.

The week came to an end on Sunday, June 14 with a Mass celebrated byn 
Father Vin Curan with a procession around the Chirch property with the 
statue of Saint Anthony. 

One of the parishioners proudly stated “It was a beautiful week that re-
minded us of the old days at Saint Anthony’s Church and I am so happy 
that we continue to grow and  we look to the future.”

Saint Anthony’s now has a 8 o’clock Sunday Mass (followed by coffee 
and) in English, and a 1:00 Mass in Spanish.

SAINT ANTHONY OF PADUA

Saint Anthony of Padua was 
born on August 15, 1195 on the 
Feast of Our Lady’s Assumption. 
His father Martin De Boullion 
was the governor of Lisbon 
Portugal. His mother Theresa, 
was descended from the Kings 
of Austria.

 Anthony was not afraid of 
temptation and it was said that 
he made the sign of the cross to 
overcome the devil. 

Anthony became a Franciscan in order to preach to the Muslims. Anthony was called 
“The Miracle Worker”. It was sad that he healed a severed limb and even brought a 
child back to life. 

On June 13, 1235. he became very ill and asked to be taken back to Padua. Anthony 
died on the way and it is buried in the Cathedral of Padua. 

Saint Anthony of Padua is cal Italian Charities of America is offering a free virtual 
event, a presentation titled, “Forgotten Voices, Shared Stories: Italian Americans 
Uprooted from Coast to Coast.”  The virtual presentation will take place on 
Wednesday, June 17th from 7 PM - 8:30 PM EDT.  The following is a description of the 
event for its website. 

 

During World War II, more than 600,000 Italian immigrants living in the United 
States were labeled “enemy aliens.” On both coasts, ordinary families—fishermen, 
shopkeepers, mothers, and children—found their loyalty questioned and their 
livelihoods destroyed.  In this dynamic presentation, authors Lindsay Marie Morris 
and Maria (Mia) Millefoglie weave together two rarely told stories: the forced 
evacuation of Italian Americans from Pittsburg, California, and the restrictions 
and losses endured by fishing families in Gloucester, Massachusetts. Drawing from 
archival photographs, oral histories, and personal storytelling, they reveal how 
wartime fear reshaped Italian American communities across the country, erasing 
cultural identities, straining family bonds, and silencing memories for generations. 
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NORTH BRANFORD 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES EVENTS

Edward Smith Library Closed Temporarily
NORTHFORD: The Smith Library, 3 Old Post Road, remains closed so a 
new HVAC system can be installed. We hope to reopen in August. Please 
return any books to Atwater Library, 1720 Foxon Road, North Branford, 
or any Connecticut library. All programs are being held at Atwater. 
Please visit northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020 for 
registration or more information.

Quilters Club
NORTH BRANFORD: Those who enjoy quilting are invited to meet at 
Atwater Library from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday, June 19 and 26 (and every 
Friday). Newcomers welcome; bring your own materials. To register, go 
to northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020.

Pop-In Storytime with Teachers
NORTH BRANFORD: Join us from 10:30 to 11 a.m. on Friday, June 
19, at Atwater for an all-ages storytime with a surprise guest teacher 
from Jerome Harrison School or Totoket Valley Elementary School. No 
registration required. 

“American Heroines” with Patty Carver
NORTH BRANFORD: This one-woman musical brings to life four 
important women of American history. Patty Carver, Playwright in 
Residence for Connecticut Children’s Theatre, will perform from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Saturday, June 20, at Atwater. Carver’s musical presents the 
lives of Catherine Coffin; Mother Jones; Molly Pitcher; and Prudence 
Crandall. To register, go to northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 
203-315-6020.

Pop-In Storytime with Teachers
NORTH BRANFORD: Join us from 4 to 4:30 p.m. on Monday, June 
22, at Atwater for an all-ages storytime with a surprise guest teacher 
from Jerome Harrison School or Totoket Valley Elementary School. No 
registration required. 

Tots and Tunes
NORTH BRANFORD: Young children ages 18 months and up and their 
siblings can enjoy 30 minutes of songs, stories and movement at Atwater 
from 10:30 to 11 a.m. Tuesday, June 23 and 30. Parent or guardian must 
attend. Registration not required.
 
Colonial Escape Room
NORTH BRANFORD: Oh no! You’ve accidentally traveled back in time 
to colonial America. The only way to return to the present is to solve a 
series of puzzles about the 13 colonies. On Tuesday, June 23, at Atwater, 
we’ll have 5 sessions of 45 minutes, each for 5 participants: Session 
1, 1:30 to 2:15 p.m.; Session 2, 2:30 to 3:15; Session 3, 3:30 to 4:15; 
Session 4, 4:30 to 5:15; and Session 5, 5:30 to 6:15. Groups will learn 
about the economic, political, and religious motivations for settlement as 
well as the regional differences among the colonies. Recommended for 
ages 8 and up. Participants need to be able to read and write. Registration 
required; go to northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020.

Unearth a Story
NORTH BRANFORD: What if you found a fossil on a hike? What 
if it came to life? Write your own story as we examine a variety of 
real fossils and learn about Connecticut’s state fossil and dinosaur on 
Wednesday, June 24, from 10:30-11:30 a.m. at Atwater. Make a Dinosaur 
Track Book to take with you and inspire some adventures of your own. 
Recommended for grades PreK-5. Presented by CT DEEP and Dinosaur 
State Park. Registration required; go to northbranford.librarycalendar.
com or call 203-315-6020.
Needle Arts
NORTH BRANFORD: Those who like to knit, crochet, embroider, quilt, 
etc. are invited to Atwater, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
June 24 and July 1 (and every Wednesday). For more information, go to 
northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020.
Monday Night Mah-Jongg
NORTH BRANFORD: Those interested in playing Mah-Jongg are 

invited to Atwater from 6 to 8 p.m., Monday, June 29. Participants 
should bring their Mah Jongg sets. To register, go to northbranford.
librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020.
Wildlife Conservation in America with Connecticut’s Beardsley Zoo
NORTH BRANFORD: Learn how human activity has affected the lives 
of many animal species native to America. From 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
on Thursday, June 25, at Atwater, we’ll meet some animals that have 
come back from the brink of extinction. For kids entering 1st-6th grade. 
Registration required; go to northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 
203-315-6020.

Colonial Kids
NORTH BRANFORD: Join us from 4 to 5:15 p.m. on Thursday, June 
25, at Atwater to explore the daily life of children in colonial Connecticut 
through reproduction objects and hands-on activities. Compare present-
day lives to those of colonial children while learning about work and 
play. Make a “hornbook,” examine clothing, try out daily chores, and 
play with reproduction colonial-era toys.  Recommended ages 5 and up. 
Registration required; go to northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 
203-315-6020.

Black History in Connecticut
NORTH BRANFORD: From 6 to 7 p.m. on Thursday, June 25, at 
Atwater, the Connecticut Museum of Culture & History will show items 
representing the Black experience in Connecticut. Among others, learn 
about Harlem Renaissance writer Ann Petry, who preserved artifacts 
from the black community of Saybrook; and examine daguerreotypes 
by Augustus Washington, who abandoned a successful Hartford 
photography business to build a new nation in Africa. Registration 
required; go to northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020.

Tie Dye
NORTH BRANFORD: Join us from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., Monday, June 
29, on the lawn at Atwater to make some tie dye. Bring some white 
clothing from home and see what you can create. Registration required; 
visit northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020. NOTE: In 
the event of rain, this program will be canceled.

Benjamin Franklin’s Charged Up STEM Birthday Bash
NORTH BRANFORD: Celebrate America’s 250th birthday with a STEM 
lab visit to the world of Benjamin Franklin, from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, June 30, at Atwater. We’ll explore his musical invention, the 
glass armonica, and his experiments with electricity. Make your own 
kite inspired by Franklin’s famous design. Recommended for ages 6-12. 
Registration required; visit northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 
203-315-6020. Presented by Cool-ology.

Independence Day Stories and Craft
NORTH BRANFORD: Celebrate America’s 250th birthday with a 
special storytime and craft from 10:30 to 11 a.m. on Wednesday, July 1, 
at Atwater. We will read two stories and then create our own fireworks 
paintings. We’ll be painting - please dress appropriately. Recommended 
for ages 2-8. Registration required; visit northbranford.librarycalendar.
com or call 203-315-6020.

Bowties And Books
NORTH BRANFORD: Put on your most elegant bowties and fanciest 
tutus (or whatever you find comfortable), and join us on Thursday, July 
2, from 10:30 to 11 a.m., for songs, stories, and silliness at Atwater. 
Recommended for ages 6 months to 4 years with a parent or caregiver. 
Registration not required.

All-American Dessert Tween Cooking Class
NORTH BRANFORD: Come make an all-American dessert from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. on Thursday, July 2, at Atwater Library. We’ll be making apple 
crumbles with homemade whipped cream, with a sweet cooked apple 
filling and made-from-scratch crumble topping. For ages 10-14. Recipe 
is nut free but may contain dairy and gluten. Registration required. 
Presented by Food Explorers (https://food-explorers.com/).

Holiday Closing
NORTH BRANFORD: Atwater Library will be closed Friday and 
Saturday, July 3 and 4, in observance of Independence Day. We will 
reopen at 10 a.m., Monday, July 6. 

LIBRARIES LIBRARIES
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      CLASSIFIED AD RATES
Personal, For Sale, Help Wanted, Tag Sale, and all  non-business classified
	 1 issue $9.00 2 issues $12.00 3 issues $15.00
	 20 words or less, not including phone #. $.05 per word, per run, 	

	 after 20 words
Lost and Found ...................................   FREE
Business Classified Ads & Real Estate
3 issues $35.00, 6 issues $60.00,  12 issues $100.00  
$.10 per word, per run, after 20 words
Payment MUST accompany all ads.  The advertiser must notify this 

newspaper of any errors.  
Send ad along with your check to:
Totoket Times P.O. Box 313 Northford, CT 06472
For more information call 203-410-4254

John DiMaggio Plumbing - Residential/Commercial repairs/remodeling. 
Big or small. Water Heater Specials! Licensed & Insured. 
Call 203 - 627 - 6826. References available.

PLUMBING

CLASSIFIED

ELECTRICIAN
TJC Electrical Services - No Job too small or big. Service upgrade & 
Generator Specials. Call Tom Cassella at 203-619-2823. Licensed & 
Insured.

CLASSIFIED

GENERAL   CONTRACTORS
 Home Improvements - Ceiling & wall repairs. Water damage repairs. 
Drywall - Doors - Trim - Windows - Winter Rates. Free Estimates. 
Insured. Call Bill at 203-901-2126.
Deck & Porch Work - Decks - Porches - Railings - Stairs - Columns 
- Concrete Piers - New or repairs. Wood or composite decking. Winter 
rates. Insured. Call Bill at 203-901-2126.. 

Avallone Heating & Cooling - Heating & air conditoning repair, 
maintenance or installation. Call 203-530-9329 

HEATING & COOLING
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