www.totokettimes.com
For Our Town From Our Town

Volume 32 No 16 June 19, 2026

. PRST/STD
U.S. POSTAGE
OUOKC 1mes |-
Branford, CT 06405

Permit # 131
Car-Rt-Sort

Postal Customer

COMMON GROUN

Connecting Our Town

We are a growing group of local organizations and town residents with
diverse backgrounds, stories, and perspectives, where all are welcome to
participate fully.

We make it possible for the whole community to support each other,
work together to identify and address our common wants and needs, and
have a say in the way our town grows and develops.

We host community conversations, town-wide events, educational

sessions, and other opportunities for neighbors to gather toward these
goals.

NEXT WORRKSHOP

Guest Speaker: Rita Ney
Food Pantry of North Branford
& Community Stories of Affordability in Town

JUNE 23, 2026
6:00 PM - 800 PM

North Branford Police Station
Conference Room

Refreshments will be served

HAPPENNING
TODAY

Italian Charities of America is offering a free vir-
tual event, a presentation titled, “Forgotten Voices,
Shared Stories: Italian Americans Uprooted from
Coast to Coast.” The virtual presentation will take
place on Wednesday, June 17th from 7 PM - 8:30
PM EDT. The following is a description of the event
for its website.

During World War II, more than 600,000 Italian
immigrants living in the United States were labeled
“enemy aliens.” On both coasts, ordinary families—
fishermen, shopkeepers, mothers, and children—
found their loyalty questioned and their livelihoods
destroyed. In this dynamic presentation, authors
Lindsay Marie Morris and Maria (Mia) Millefoglie
weave together two rarely told stories: the forced
evacuation of Italian Americans from Pittsburg,
California, and the restrictions and losses endured
by fishing families in Gloucester, Massachusetts.
Drawing from archival photographs, oral histories,
and personal storytelling, they reveal how wartime
fear reshaped Italian American communities across
the country, erasing cultural identities, straining fam-
ily bonds, and silencing memories for generations.

Audiences will discover: The coast-to-coast impact
of wartime “enemy alien” policies; The internment
and surveillance of Italian Americans alongside
Japanese and German neighbors; How family-run
industries were devastated; How fishing licenses
were revoked, vessels were requisitioned, and com-
munities faced dangers of German U-boats in U.S.
waters; Stories of resilience, adaptation, and pride
that continue to shape Italian American identity
today.

Together, Morris and Millefoglie honor these
forgotten histories and invite reflection on what it
means to belong—then and now. Lindsay Marie
Morris is a novelist and journalist inspired by her
Sicilian-American roots, her debut novel, The Last
Letter from Sicily (Storm Publishing, January 2025),
traces a World War Il-era story of love, resilience,
and family secrets that spans continents and genera-
tions. Her second novel, Beneath the Sicilian Stars
(Storm Publishing, July 2025), returns to this piv-
otal moment in history, following a family divided
between California and Sicily whose lives are for-
ever changed by the war, forcing them to confront
questions of loyalty, belonging, and sacrifice. Maria
(Mia) Millefoglie is a writer and researcher whose
work explores immigration, identity, and the untold
histories of New England’s fishing communities.
Her forthcoming book, Daughters of Stone and Tide:
Loss and Resilience in a Fisherman’s Family (Uni-
versity of Massachusetts Press, Fall 2026), traces
the emotional legacy of family, abandonment, and
belonging across generations.

Take advantage of this opportunity and register
for the event at this link.

REPRITNED WITH PERMISSION FROM THE

ITALIAN AMERICAN DEFENSE LEAGUE NEWS-
LETTER
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Totoket Historical Society
Quarry Tour — June 24

S

The Totoket Historical Society will host a bus tour of the Tilcon Quarry in North Branford ha i r e Si n S
on Wednesday, June 24 at 6:00 PM. Stone from this quarry has played a vital role in building g
infrastructure throughout Connecticut. This 90-minute guided tour includes the opportunity to o
ask questions and, weather permitting, walk the quarry floor. Halr C are

Cost: $30 per person.

Recommended for ages 10 and up. fO]‘ Men & W()men!

Reservations required (confirmed upon receipt of payment) [ »

Mail checks (payable to Totoket Historical Society, Inc.) to: 909 Foxon Road, North Bran- l b
ford, CT 06471. ATTN: TILCON. Please include a phone number. ! "

Arrival: North Branford Town Hall by 5:30 PM

Boarding: 5:45 PM (prompt departure)

For information and reservations: Lynn: 203-214-9172 or Jessica: 203-895-6655

Proceeds support the preservation of historic buildings maintained by the Totoket Historical
Society.

Hours of Operation
Tuesday 1-5 PM

L B | Wednesday - Friday 9AM - 5PM
Saturday 9AM - 3PM

1717 Foxon Rd. (Rte 80) -
North Branford (in The Keybank Plaza)

3 203-488-6959
YOUR LOCAL REAL I t S
ESTATE EXPERT
_:%— MARC GUERTIN
sumrmer ATTORNEY AT LAW
Built on Good Advice.
ot WILLS & TRUSTS
A lot of life's best ime. |&Raemae
lessons started at 9 (@) MARC@ATTORNCYMARC.COM
home. Let A) all (¥) 222 RIMMON ROAD - NORTH HAVEN, CT 06473
Happy Father's Day! relax Sit & Stay
Dog Grooming, LLC
Call or text Kim Dawson a nd
$5.00 Off -
for your next move. . $45. Service
KIM DAWSON el’lJOy One per Family
203.481.4605 o )
Kim@CoastalCTHomes.com t‘h lS 1387 Middletown Ave. .4
Real Broker CT, LLE FE_. dl Northford, Ct 06472
ol ncstise hMiliary Phone: 203-484-PAWS - (203-484-7207

PORTO great
FUNERAIL HOME weathe]/'

Seare of the Arc Drencisory
Emphasizing Cosnyetics im a
Therapoutic Enviremment -

Don’t wait any longer.
Call for an appointment today
Let us show you what our all female

state-of-the-art cosmetic dentistry
can do for youw.
- Whitening - Smile Design
- Painless Gentle Dentistry
Come see us at our new location!
185 Maple Ave., North Haven, CT

Varsha Salani, D.M.D., LLC
203) 234-1901

234 Foxon Road (RT. 20) | East Hawven

203-467-3000

=PorTo

PLmeaL iFeLy

i info@portofuneralhomes. net
O wwnw portofuneralhomes. net

Qffering assiatance Wwith
Fro-Flannireg = Pra-Finencing « Burials s Crganat | omn

IMirectores: Clement L, DweLaicia | Allern 2. Dwelaadia

SERVING NEW HAVEN COUNTY SINCE 12931

Vincent J. Mase, Sr. . c
GPM ATTORNEY AT LAW To Advertise on this page
H {:}M E SE RVI C E 5 p The Law Office of 999 Foxon Road Call Frank at
OUALITY - HONMESTY - INTEGRITY Vincent J. Mase Sr. LLC Unit 10 203_410_42543
Eesipextial BEvoneLiNG ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR North Branford, Ct . . .
KrreHens - Barsnooms - Winpews - Doons AT LAW Tel: 203-484-4403 or visit the website at

Fax 20.3-484-4404 )
FMAIL: totokettime.com

IAEY LS s
1‘-_" 1) —|.- I U0 I Mase_attorney@sbcglobal.net

WA mhomesemy e com
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State Representative Vincent Candelora
Be Wary About What the Governor Is Suddenly Selling

Recently, Gov. Lamont held a news
conference to announce a series of pro-
posals he said will reduce utility bills. It
came roughly a week after he unleashed
tough comments about utility company
executives and their compensation. I have
to imagine a lot of Connecticut residents
frustrated by their electric bills were yell-
ing, “Hey, Gov, where have you been?”

at the nightly news.

After all, his comments arrived wrapped in a curious start-of-summer
re-election slogan for someone who has been at the helm for eight years:
“We’re just getting started.”

So why is the Governor, who has been notoriously detached from the
electric bill crisis throughout his tenure, suddenly interested in the topic?
Simple. He’s facing an August primary challenge from Hamden State Rep.
Josh Elliot, a dyed-in-the-wool progressive whose far-left positions haven’t
exactly been the Governor’s cup of tea since he took office in 2019. But
the Democrat party has moved firmly left, and the Governor, who is seek-
ing a third four-year term, is suddenly catering to that crowd to avoid the
embarrassment of a close result in August.

Look closely at his proposals and you’ll find the same far-left fingerprints.
Take his pitch to hand subpoena power to the Office of Consumer Counsel
(OCC). The Public Utilities Regulatory Authority (PURA) and the Attorney
General already have that power. Duplicating it creates more bureaucracy,
guarantees more animosity between the state and utility companies, and
will almost certainly trigger more legal action. Here’s the kicker: ratepay-
ers help cover the OCC'’s costs, so beefing up that office means you pay
more for the privilege.

Then there’s his vow to penalize utilities that don’t deploy new tech-
nology, like smart meters, to help customers control costs. Sounds great,
until you learn smart meters carry a price tag of roughly $900 million, a
cost that will ultimately land on ratepayers. That’s a reality the Governor
failed to mention.

Meanwhile, just this session, Democrats passed yet another bill heaping
subsidies into solar programming, a move that will once again keep your
bills high. The Governor ignored calls to veto it, right before launching
his new campaign messaging push.

And let’s not forget his biggest claim to fame on energy in Connecticut:
promoting his former PURA chair, Marissa Gillett, who a Superior Court
judge eventually found conducted business in an unsavory manner, includ-
ing deleting records.

That’s the record. Voters should be wary of every Lamont campaign
proposal between now and the August primary. His far-left challenger is
pushing him into making promises that history shows the Governor doesn’t
believe in, and energy is a prime example. He has done next to nothing on
this topic since he was elected, and now we’re supposed to buy tough talk
steeped in far-left ideology?

Even the Governor seems to sense the problem. He eventually acknowl-
edged that maybe, just maybe, his “just getting started” slogan needed
some work. After eight years in office, that might be the most believable
thing he’ll say all summer.

Rep. Vincent Candelora -House Republican Leader
86th Assembly District, North Branford, Durham, East Haven,
Guilford
4 This publication is published bi-weekly by )
Doss Enterprises LL.C
PO Box 313 Northford, CT. 06472
Tel; 203-410-4254
email: totokettimes(@comcast.net
PUBLISHER - FRANK MENTONE JR.
founders - Bert Bunnell Jr. & Antthony Esposito Jr.

The publisher assumes no responsibility for typographical errors. In the event
of an error, the publisher will issue a credit adjustment on only the incorrect

\_ portion of the advertisement, as well as a retraction in the next issue. )

Let’s Be “Frank”

Hi brother, Sorry this letter isn’t directed to you as usual. I wanted to give
the readers a bit about our dad as [ remember him on Father’s Day,

My dad was born in 1914. He was the son of two Italian immigrants, Costa-
bile Mentone and Maria Gambardella Mentone. He and his twin sister were
the second youngest of 12 children. When he was four, he lost his sister to
the pandemic of 1918

He was born on Water Street in the Wooster Square neighborhood, something
that always made him proud. His mom died when he was twenty seven years
old and his dad joined her five years later, when he was thirty two. At that
time, he was still living in a four-story building in the house where he was born.
His sisters took over the household chores, and the single brothers all worked
and brought home their income for the sisters to pay the bills and delve out
whatever (they decided) the boys needed for themselves.

My dad was pulled out of school in the fourth grade. He was diagnosed as
being mentally challenged. In the more educated society of today, he would’ve
simply been diagnosed with dyslexia. He taught himself to read and write. He
was driving a bread truck, delivering at the age of twelve and by then he had
already started on a 3 to 4 pack a day smoking habit. At sixteen years of age,
he also started to work at Winchester Repeating Arms in New Haven.

It was at Winchester’s when at the age of thirty, a young lady ten years his
junior saw him across the room and without speaking to him went home to
tell her mother that she had seen a man with sparkling hazel eyes who would
be her husband. One year later, they married, moved next door to his lifelong
home and started a family.

The apartment was a cold water flat. To take a bath my mother would heat
a pan of water on the stove, put it in the sink, mix it with some cold water and
that would be warm enough for us to wash with soap and the other side of the
sink was used to rinse

My father was a very hard worker, working 10 to 12 hours in a factory. He
didn’t believe that the wife should be working so my mom stayed home took
care of the children, the housework and the cooking and my father worked
many hours to pay the bills on very small salary.

I later found that we were in the poverty level and could’ve collected aid
from the state and the city, My father would not hear of it. He was too proud.
He never owned his own home. But he insisted that his three children went to
Catholic School from first grade through high school. He wanted his kids to
have the education he never had.

My dad was a very simple man. He unconditionally loved my mother and his
family. He made us go see his brothers and sisters on all holidays because we
needed to show them respect. Even after they had passed, he would drag us to
the cemetery to pray for them. A tradition I still uphold to this day.

He was ashamed of his poor dental situation and his lack of education but
some of his mala props were for the ages. He had a language of his own and
as [ got older, I was able to figure out what he was saying before anyone else.

He once told me his brother Hop was trying to get rid of cat tracks. When
I asked him where they were, he promptly replied “In his eyes you dummy™.

When he brought my sister to get her car checked he told me she needed
circumcisers. With no clue as to what he was talking about I made him explain
what he meant. “When the car hits a bump, it bounces all over the place” he
pointed out. I quickly realized he meant shock absorbers.

Rarely traveling outside of the New Haven area, my aunt and uncle took
him and my mom to Canada. When they took his breakfast order, they asked
him how he wanted his eggs and he ordered them, “well done”. Later, on that
same night when he was on the porch relaxing, he called my mother over and
explained to her, “look at that moon. It looks just like the one we have at home.

Finally, when my mother made one of her frequent trips to the hospital, my
father was registering for her. When asked what her religion was, he proudly
proclaimed, “Italian”.

When asked why she was being brought in, he gave the doctor’s diagnosis
and said, “She has a cute vagina”. I wasted no time explaining that she had
acute angina.

I took him home with me because he didn’t like being alone. We stopped at
his place to grab some clothes, and he told me to make sure [ got two pants(s).
“It’s pants”, I corrected him. “No, it’s not, I want two pairs”.

My father had his own language, but when it came to being a man of character
and a man who took care of his family, he was a Rhodes Scholar.

4 Letters to the editor... )

This paper encourages all readers to voice their opinions and comments.
The Totoket Times is not responsible for erroneous information

or sta ments in letters to the editor. Letters should be as brief as possible.
: Allletters must be signed. A telephone number should
be included and no personal attacks.

This paper reserves the right to edit all letters.
All letters should be addressed to :

The Editor

P.O. Box 313, Northford, CT 06472

J
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Was my great-grandfather a villain or hero for
leaving his children behind in the USA and
returning to Italy? My quest to find the truth!
By Mark Hehl

Between 1880 and 1924, over four million Italians immigrated to the
United States, primarily from Southern Italy, driven by poverty, political
instability, the search for economic opportunity and false promises. One
estimate is that 35% did not stay in the USA and returned to Italy within a
few years. One immigrant from the Sicilian town of Santa Margherita di
Belice (AG) was my great-grandfather, Giuseppe Tardi, who returned to
Italy out of desperation and heartbreak.

While growing up in Brooklyn, NY I often heard my mother telling me
the story about my great-grandfather returning to Sicily after my great-
grandmother died and leaving my grandmother in an orphanage. Subse-
quently, he had a second family in Sicily. She offered no further details
and, regrettably, I did not ask for clarification. He was considered a villain
by my family in the USA for his actions.

This story stuck with me over the years and after raising three children I
began to wonder about this family story. Being a parent, I could not accept
that my great-grandfather was a selfish villain for abandoning his children
and just did not care about them. There had to be more to his story and
motivation. I was determined to find out his true motivation. Dr. Gaetano
Cipolla sums up what family means to Southern Italians in this quote from
his book, What Makes a Sicilian? Legas, 1996:

“The family occupies the most prominent place in the lives of Sicilians.
The family is the single most important institution around which revolve the
social behaviors of Sicilians. It'’s a symbol of the unity of the Sicilian people
as a nation, and it is a means of defense against outsiders. For Sicilians
one could really say the family is all..............""

I have spent much time working in various countries in east Asia and have
experienced cultures where it is common for parents to leave their children
behind and work in a foreign land so that they could provide for them bet-
ter. In China, many factory workers living in Hong Kong would depart for
mainland China on Monday morning and return home on the following
Saturday evening, only to spend Sundays with their family. Some other
Chinese relocated their families to places like Canada and only visited them
two times a year. Poor Chinese factory workers leave their families in their
rural villages to work in coastal factories and assembly plants, only to return
during the lunar new year. Due to the economic situation in The Philippines,
it is common for Filipinos to travel overseas to work, while leaving their
children with relatives. This way the children would have enough to eat,
decent clothes to wear and an education. They would only see their children
once a year, usually Christmas time. Many Latin Americans come to the
USA to work and send money home so that their children would be taken
care of. If they entered the USA illegally, they would not be able to return
easily or not at all. Some Cubans sent their children alone to the USA during
operation Pedro (Peter) Pan (1960 -1962) after Fidel Castro took power,
only to be reunited with them many years later. I believe that sacrificing
for one’s children is the duty of all parents and maybe this motivated my
great-grandfather, Giuseppe Tardi.

I visited my ancestral village in Sicily for the first time in 2006 and by
chance, met my cousin Peppino. He is the grandson of Giuseppe Tardi, he is
of my mother’s generation, but younger than me. It was then that I decided
to explore this situation a bit more. My goal was to unlock the underlying
motivation for Giuseppe’s actions while in America.

Upon my return home, I decided to conduct more research, document
my findings, and publish it in a book which took twelve years to complete.
Then the real work began, performing mostly primary and some secondary
research. I searched for existing relatives that were of my mother’s genera-
tion and interviewed them, spent countless hours online searching ancestral
records and made a trip to the archives in New York City and Ellis Island.
To get a real understanding of the Italian immigrant experience I read every
book that I could acquire on the subject. These books covered this immi-
grant experience from the decision to emigrate to the hard life in the new
world. In 2017, I made a research trip to Sicily, with my wife, to interview
Giuseppe’s descendants there and research town records.

All this was to answer the question: Was my great-grandfather, Giuseppe
Tardi a villain or a hero for returning to Sicily while leaving all but one of
his children behind in America. Was he thinking about himself or the bet-
ter future of the children? Did he sacrifice his needs for them and future

generations, including me?

I obtained vital information from interviewing my great half-aunt (my
grandmother’s half-sister) Laura Tardi in Sicily. She traced her father’s
ordeal in detail to get the documentation in Italy to emigrate with his wife
and six children to the USA. He even needed to bribe an official to secure
the authorization. I was provided with details of the journey to the port in
Naples and the horrific voyage, braving disease and death, in steerage class
across the Atlantic to New York. She detailed the processing at Ellis Island.
Zia Laura described the abuse and derogatory insults he endured at work,
digging trenches for the New York City Subway system.

This interview gave me the details of my great grandmother’s death
(Laura LaMarca) in Brooklyn, resulting from her ninth pregnancy and
subsequent miscarriage. Zia Laura described her father’s desperation, de-
spair, and depression, as he then had nine children and no one to care for
them. After agony and sleepless nights, he decided to leave all his children
behind, except for the youngest baby, in America and return to Sicily. He
married again and needed to bury a second wife when she died in a horse
cart mishap. His third marriage in Sicily yielded six more children. He sired
sixteen children over a forty-year period with his last child born when he
was seventy years old.

Due to this personal quest and journey, I was able to write and publish
my great-grandather’s story and my quest to uncover the truth in the book:
An Immigrant’s Dilemma, Legas, 2019 and possibly answer the question:
was Giuseppe Tardi a villain or hero for his actions? The book explains
in detail my quest and my great grandfather’s agony with leaving Sicily,
terrible life in America, losing his first wife, the decision to return home
while leaving his children behind, the rejection of his children, and his final
life back in Sicily.

Mark Hehl is an Italian American engineer, consultant, and public
speaker. He is the author of the books: An Immigrant’s Dilemma, Amusing
Confessions of an International Consultant and Ameri-Sicula: Sicilian
Culture in America. Mark has conducted educational programs for vari-
ous Italian American Organizations such as: Italian Charities of America,
Experience Sicily, Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America (OSDIA),
and The Italian Heritage Festival. He has been a guest on various Italian
American radio shows (The Sicilian Corner, Italian American Life, and
Sabato Italiano) and has had articles and interviews published in Sicilia
Parra, Italian American (Sons and Daughters of Italy Magazine), Fra

Noi, and I’ldea Magazine.

Mark is the 2025 recipient of the Italian American Ambassador Award
from Italian Charities of America.

He is the son of a Sicilian mother and spent his early years around his
Sicilian relatives.

Additional information is available at: www.markhehl.com
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Saturday, July 25, 2026

Proudly present

MISGIVINGS

A “Divine” comedy of belly laughs, blessings, blarney and bingo

Join Father Patrick Aloysius Misgivings for
this divine presentation of stories and one
liners about growing up Catholic. From
miracles and marriage counseling to bazaars
and birth control, nothing escapes the good
father’s razor sharp Irish wit. This hilarious
interactive comedy includes a collection, a
raffle and even an actual Bingo game.

Location
North Haven Congregational Church
28 Church St. North Haven CT

DOORS OPEN: 5:30PM

; . DINNER: 6:00PM
Don't miss SHOWTIME: 7:00PM

this delightfully $15

entertaining
and uplifting
one man show!

Join the group and dinner is on us!

To reserve tickets contact
Frank 203-410-4254

or fmentonejr@comcast.net

MEMBERSHIP DINNER
Enjoy pasta, meatballs, salad & dessert for only $15.00 per person.

BECOME A MEMBER & YOUR DINNER IS FREFE.
IFYOU’REALREADYAMEMBERAND YOU SIGN UPANEW MEMBER,
YOUR DINNER IS FREE AS WELL.

ENJOY THE DINNER. ENJOY THE SHOW AND MAKE NEW FRIENDS.
FOR TICKETS CALL FRANK AT 203-410-4254.
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NORTH BRANFORD SCHOLARSHIPASSOCIATION AWARDS $25,450

On May 27" 2026 Senior Awards Night was held at the North Branford

We would like to thank the North Branford community for its continuing

Auditorium. We are happy to report to you that the North Branford Schol-  support which has once again enabled this association to recognize the achieve-
arship Association gave out 69 awards totaling $25,450 to 69 graduating ments of our young people and encourage them toward a promising future.
seniors. We are also including the EJ Boughton Scholarship Awards who shared the

WE ARE ALSO HAPPY TO REPORT THAT WE NOW HAVE GIVEN  night with us.

OUT OVER $1,259,350 TO 3,800 STUDENTS OVER THE PAST 63
YEARS.

Aiken Bree Williams Rd NBHS

Baxter Caleb Jerz Ln NBHS

Beecher Zachary Joe Stone Way Quinnipiac
Berardesca Ashley Coach Dr Gateway
Bliven Alyssa Lanes Pond Rd Quinnipiac
Bliven Gary Lanes Pond Rd Quinnipiac
Brittell Avery Nida Dr Endicott
Brockett Jack Augur Rd NBHS
Brustman Leah Alteri Rd NBHS

Budd Michael Lake Rd Quinnipiac
Budeit Aijalyn Mansfield Dr Acad Di Capelli
Carbone Santino Valley Rd NBHS
Carusone Justin Joe Stone Way SCSU
Cenotti-Green Jasmine Foxon Rd Gateway
Ciampi  Luca Old Post Rd Long Island
Cochran Lillian Idylwood Dr Holy Cross
Cioffi-Smith Chase Country Rd SCSU NBHSNB
Colon Atum Hickory Ln Stevenss

Colon Sitareh Hickory Ln Eckerd
Connelly Tyler Birchwood Dr NBHS

Crane Abigail White Hollow Rd Oberlin
DePino  Payton White Hollow Rd Sacred Heart
Esposito  Alexa Woodvale Dr NBHS

Falcigno Nico Salem St NBHSNB
Ferraro  Gregory Forest RD Temple

Foley Caden Dinwoodie Dr Quinnipiac
Gage Sebastian  Mansfield Dr NBHSNBIS
Gonzalez Christian  Harrison Rd UCONN
Habiniak Christian  Judith Ct Norwich U
Haeckel Jason Countryside Cir NBHSNB
Hefferman Tyler Sea Hill Rd Mass Pharmacy
Iamunno Benicio Rose La Rhode Island
Ianniello Gianna Westwind Dr NBHS

Intravia Luca Harrison Rd NBHS
Kilstrom Liam White Hollow Rd Gateway
Klouman Matthew  Branford Rd Chareston
Lacroix Cameron Loraine Ct Roger Williams
Leonard Gwen Mountain View Dr New Haven

Leone Gavin
Longo Brandon
Ludington Sofia
Marino  Alyssa
Morehead Logan

Nastri Jamie

Doral Farm Rd
Foxon Rd
Norwill Dr
Tommy’s Path

Youngs Apple Orchard

Oxbow Ln

Keene State
New Haven
Quinnipiac
Mass Pharmacy
Middlesex
UCONN

Alan Davis Memorial
Albert & Suzanne Teixeira Memorial
NBHSDan & Carrie Doody Memorial * Don
NBHSNB Youth Basketball
NBHSJerome Harrison PTO
NBHSNBSA *Don
NBHST Jerry Juliano Memorial
Jim Augur Memorial
Virginia & William Lovelace Memorial
NBHSNB Fire Co #1 Ralph Byorick Memorial
NBHSKelly Tinker-Newbury Memorial
Theresa Sansevero Jensen Memorial
NBHS/Joe Stone Memorial
NBHS/Dan Purcell Memorial
NBHS/John Calimita Memorial
Linda Humphrey’s Excellence In Music
Knights Of Columbus
NBHS/Brian Lindsay Memorial
NBHS/Joan Jaurnig Memorial
Ralph F & Anne / Solimini Memorial
NBHS/Kevin Currie Memorial
NBHS/Northford/NB Women’s Club
Jeff Kraft Memorial
Knights Of Columbus
NBHS NB Youth Lacrosse
NBHSCountry Paint & Hardware
Pto
NBHS/Louis & Angelina Nunzianto Memorial
Notre Dame /Roy & Joanne Wentworth Memorial
Rotary Club
NBHSJohn & Kathleen Harrison Mem/Pharma
NBHSCt Sportsplex
Northford Fire Co #2
Larry Farrell Memorial
NBHSNB Class Of 1970
NBHS/Jose Manuel Calvo Memorial
NBHS /Tom Tracy Memorial
NBHS/Arthur F & Astrid Hansen Wolfe Mem
NBHS/Tilcon Jerry Wall Memorial
NBHSFrank & Eleanor Doody Memorial
NBHS/Carmelo Arena Memorial
NBHS/Petroskey Family Award
NBHS/John Griffin Memorial
NBHS/Judy Bannon Award

YT Y
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Navarrete Cassidy Village St Hartford NBHSMarion Bradley Memorial
O’Brien  Charles Glenwood Rd Saint Joseph NBHSKYyle Carpenter Memorial
O’Rourke Ashlyn Carlen Dr New Hampshire NBHS NB Class Of 1975
Papa Samantha Summit Dr Gateway NBHSDorothy Selander Memorial
Pienkosz Olivia Brook Ln NBHS Nicole Ferrucci Memorial
Piercey Christopher = Basswood Dr Johnson & Whales NBHSLeonard Rogers Memorial
Poston Jacob Middletown Ave New Haven NBHS NB Rotary Club
Preiss Emma Doral Farms Rd UCONN NBHSFrank & Brenda Karsmarski Award
Raymond Caleb Jackson Ln UMASS NBHSRobert Traub Memorial
Ryszczyk Ava Capuyo Rd NBHS2025 Project Graduation
Sarenas Benjamin Acorn Ln NBHS Phil Dahlmeyer Memorial
Sargent  Brock Holley Mar Hill American International Clintonville Rd NBHS 2025 Project Graduation
SavoMyrissa Skylark Dr SCSU NBHS Joanne Castlevetro Memorial
SigelAnthony Countryside Cir UNC Wilmington NBHSNB Touchdown Club
Sorrell Sophia Cedar Ln Wheaton NBHSTom Tracy Memorial
Sudusky Kyle Clintonville Rd NBHS Johnnie & Thelma Mouning Memorial
Tang Meghan Gail Ct NBHS Ralph F & Anne C Solimini Memorial
Torres Sury Valley Rd Hartford NBHS Van Wilgen’s Garden Center
Traill Gavin Alling Court West NBHSNB Federation Of Teachers
Urbina Mateo Bittersweet Dr Quinipiac NBHSHidden Kitchen/ Melillo’s Garden Center
Valente  Jonna Meadowlark Ln NBHS Carol Sue Lupoli Papa Memorial
Venturini Leo Jay Pl SCSU NBHS Robert Ward Memorial
Vitarisi  Lauren Skylark Dr NBHS Maureen & John Bozzuto Memorial
Warren  Isabella Dayton Hill Rd NBHS Yolanda & Edwin Ahlberg Memorial
Westefeld John Sea Hill Rd UCONN NBHSNB Dental
EJ Boughton Awards
Crisio James NBHS
Martone Nico NBHS

THEY MAKE US PROUD

North anf ord ng h School Class Of 1976 Robert Mullins was named to the Dean’s List at Assumption Uni-
50th Year Reunion Information versity in Worcester, MA

August 14,15,16, 2026 Events Friday August 14,2026 - Join us at Doody’s Makenna Stone, & Peyton Moriarty, completed their Capstone
from 6:00pm to closing. You can purchase your own drinks and food. Satur-  research at Worcester Polytech Institutw in MA
day August 15, 2026. We will gather together in one area at the Rosabianca Faith Sanborn was named to the Dean’s List at the University of
Vineyard located directly across from the Millpond at 1536 Middletown Av-  Brdgeport
enue at 2pm for those interested . Saturday August 15, 202. Evening reception Katelyn Bailey was named to the Dean’s List at Western New England
will be held at the Millpond Gatherings. We have reserved the Forge room  University in Springfield, MA
which has limited seating from 5:00pm to 9:00pm.Tickets for this event will Maxwell Siegman was named to the Dean’s List at Champlain Col-
be $75.00 per person and will include a light buffet. There will be a cash bar.  lege in Burlington, VT
Payments details to follow. Tickets are limited due to the size of the hall we Benjamin Stegina was named to the Dean’s List at Springfield Col-
have. Sunday August 16, 2026. lege in Springfield, MA

Saying good byes! Meet up at the Northford Park at 1829 Middletown Te’a Nicole Ferrucci & Carolyn Heffernan were named to the
Avenue 10am-1pm. We President’s List at the Universitr of Rhode Island.
have reserved the Pavil- Lauren Ackerman, Alec Johnson, Ezra Nierenberg and Dhruvi

RD LA ) _ ) :
NORT _B Rgﬁgh’@}r@p lion, so it’s rain or shine. Patel were named to the Dean’s List at the University of Hartford.
G ] ' 2o
] ) D ] 'ﬂl _,-.'- i &

%ﬂ Please checkout our Face-
@ g L\

s )
book page-hitps:/www.  f NORTH BRANFORD PUBLIC SCHOOL

_ i facebook.com/groups/
y @ = S ranford.H.S.ClassOf76 or
< email: bobswick@snet.

. " N " '—' net for further information

. = HAIR CUTS

Confidential records of former students who
received Special Education services from North
Branford Public Schools, who have a birth date
between January 1, 1998 and December 31, 1998

N $16.00 . . .
o] EE\IISRS & will , have their confidential records destroyed on
4 B KIDS UNDER 10 August 15th, 2026.
i ) $14.00 Former students who wish to pick up these records

4

may contact the Special Services Office at 203-484-
1230, to make arrangements, before August 1st,
2026. Destruciton of these records is permitted in
acordance with Section 7-109, of the Connecticut
\General Statutes

“Tues, 8:30 - 5:00 Wed 8:30 - 5:00
Thur 8:30 - 5:00 Fri, 8:30 - 5:00
Saturday 8:30 - 2:00

- WALK - INS ONLY - ('

OWNER- ROBERT VIGLIONE
1179 FOXON RD, NORTH BRANFORD | (203) 484-6789

J
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Team Purple wins Park Rec
U-9 Flag Football

Coached by the North Banford Little League and North Branford Youth
Basketball presidents, these young men recently won the U-9 Flag Foot-
ball championship.

Submitted by Mike DeMatteo,
Member of the Parks & Recreation Committee

Local Eagle Scout Project
Seeks Community Support

Guilford native Austin LaFata is working toward earning the prestigious rank
of Eagle Scout this summer by leading a community improvement project at the
North Guilford Firehouse. His vision is to create a welcoming picnic area over-
looking the lake, providing a safe and inviting outdoor gathering space for local
families and organizations. The completed project will directly benefit Austin’s
Scout Troop, other local Scout packs, and Guilford’s LEGO League by giving
children and community groups a dedicated place to meet, gather, and participate in
activities. To help make the project a reality, Austin is currently seeking volunteers
and donations to offset the cost of picnic tables, construction materials, and other
project expenses. Community members can support the effort by volunteering at
upcoming fundraising events or by participating in the construction day itself. A
successful car wash fundraiser was recently held at Palumbo’s on June 14, and
another is scheduled for Sunday, July 26, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., again at
Palumbo’s. The Eagle Scout project build day is planned for Saturday, August 22,
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. As part of its ongoing Community Outreach Initia-
tive, A&D Equipment, Guilford’s woman owned small business specializing in
excavator attachments, is proud to support Austin’s project. Members of the A&D
Equipment team will volunteer their time and talents during the construction phase,
reinforcing the company’s commitment to investing in local youth and strengthen-
ing the community. Any funds remaining after the completion of the project will
be donated to support future Troop 472 Eagle Scout projects, helping other Scouts
achieve their goals and continue serving the community. Community support is
essential to the success of this project, and volunteers of all skill levels are wel-
come. Those interested in helping with the upcoming car wash fundraiser or the
Eagle Scout build day can sign up here: Austin’s Eagle Scout Project: https://bit.
ly/30YY8dt Every donation, volunteer hour, and act of support will help create a
lasting community space that will be enjoyed for years to come.

A sponsorship provides:
& Visibility to more than 25,000 festival attendees

“* Advertising reaching more than 45,000+
“# Digital Promotion in local publications

(203) 484-6017
potatofest@northbranfordct.gov

Recycling News

The Next Electronics Drop Off will be on July 11®.

The event will be held at Public Works from 9am to noon. We will be
collecting electronics such as TVs, computers, small appliances and
almost anything that has a plug. We cannot accept smoke detectors, A/C’s
or dehumidifiers. Our trash hauler will not take that TV you have on your
lawn near the trash cans.

We will also be taking mattresses (clean and dry), batteries, propane
tanks in reusable condition and used oil for FREE.

Hazwaste Central is open

Safe & Free Disposal of Residential Household Hazardous Waste
They take household batteries.

The Regional Water Authorities’ HazWaste Central will be open on
Saturdays starting on May 30™ through mid-October. They are closed on
the weekends of July 4™ and Labor Day.

HazWaste Central helps area residents in member towns protect water
quality by safely disposing of household wastes. Located at RWA at 90
Sargent Drive in New Haven, HazWaste Central is open from 9 a.m.
until noon on Saturdays only. Household hazardous waste comes from
everyday products used in the home, garage, yard or garden. A visit to
HazWaste Central is quick and easy. Participants never have to leave
their cars, and the waste is off-loaded by professionals. Some of the
household wastes that can be dropped off include aerosol cleaners and
sprays, antifreeze, oil-based paint and pool chemicals. We also list some
of the accepted items on your blue trash information card.

Please visit https://www.rwater.com/about-us/in-the-community/
hazwaste-central for a complete list of what is accepted along with the
online registration form. You can also call 203-401-2712 or email ask.
hazwaste@rwater.com.

In Connecticut, recycling is state law!
This means that everyone must recycle.

That includes residents whether living in a single or multi-family
building, every business including non-profits, and all public and private
agencies and institutions, including all public and private schools and
local and state government agencies. It’s the Law! Visit RecycleCT to
learn about the benefits of recycling right.

Multi-Family and Condominium complexes are required to recover
recyclables. You, your landlord, or your condo management company/
association must separate recyclables from other solid waste and provide
for recycling.

Connecticut schools must recycle right along with other municipal
agencies, residents and businesses. This act has been in effect since
January 1, 1991. It is important not only that schools make certain that
their program meets the requirements of the law, but that they do not
send young people mixed messages by having them recycle one thing at
home but not at school.

What must be recycled?
e Glass and Metal Food and Beverage Containers

e Plastic Containers™ - #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, #6, #7
o *No black plastic, nothing smaller than 2”
e Waste Oil (crankcase oil from internal combustion engines)
e Storage Batteries (from motor vehicles)
e Scrap metal

e Corrugated cardboard, boxboard, newspapers, magazines, office
paper

e [Leaves (must be composted)

e Grass Clippings (banned from disposal - should be left on the
lawn or, if necessary, composted)

e Ni-Cd Rechargeable Batteries (from consumer products)

The law requires your hauler to provide a warning notice to custom-
ers suspected of violating separation requirements and to not know-
ingly mix designated recyclables with trash.

https://portal.ct.gov/deep/reduce-reuse-recycle/reducereuserecycle-main-
page

For more information about recycling in North Branford you can check out
North Branford’s Recycling Committee’s website: townofnorthbranfordct.
com/government/boards-commissions/hazardous-wasterecycling-commit-
tee.aspx or our Facebook page: North Branford CT Hazardous Waste &
Recycling Committee
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

Branford Bible Chapel. 212 Branford Rd., corner of Twin Lakes Rd. 203-488-3586. Sunday
morning : 10:00- 10:30 Worship & Lord’s Supper, 10:30 11:00 Announcements and Music Minity,
11:00 -11:45 Ministering of God’s Word & Sunday School. . Nursery provided. Vacation Bible
School, missions & outreach programs. www.branfordbiblechapel.org

The newly formed St. Pier Giorgio Frassati Parish officially brings together the
parish communities of St. Ambrose, North Branford and St. Elizabeth of the Trinity,
North Haven into one united Catholic community. Rooted in the spirit and example
of St. Pier Giorgio Frassati, the parish begins this new chapter of faith, service and
community. Parish leaders say the merger is an opportunity to strengthen ministries,
foster deeper connections among parishioners and continue the mission of the Church
with renewed energy and hope. The parish now includes the worship locations of St.
Augustine Church, 30 Caputo Rd, North Branford; St. Monica Church, 1321 Middle-
town Ave. , Northford; St. Barnabas, 44 Washington Ave. North Haven and St. Therese
Church, 555 Middletown Ave., North Haven.

All are warmly invited to join us for Mass and becoming part of our growing par-
ish family. Weekend and daily Masses are offered throughout our parish community,
providing many opportunities for worship, prayer, fellowship and service. Whether you
are a long-time parishioner, returning to the Church or searching for a parish home,
we welcome you to pray with us and experience the joy of our Catholic community!

MASS TIMES, SATURDAY VIGIL MASS . 4 PM St. Barnabas, 4:30 PM St. Au-
gustine

SUNDAY MASS. 8 AM St. Barnabas | 9 AM St. Monica,10 AM St. Therese | 11 AM
St. Augustine. DAILY MASS Monday-Thursday 8 AM St. Barnabas

Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat. 9 AM St. Augustine

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: A half hour before all morning daily Masses

& Sat. Vigil, during Monday & Wednesday Adoration5-6 PM Mon. St. Augustine |
5-6 PM Wed. St. Barnabas.

Please reach out to the parish office with any questions 203-484-0403 or 203-239-5378

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, the White Church on the Hill in the Heart of
Northford, has been an integral part of Northford since 1763! Worship services are
held Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Refreshments and fellowship always follow. Please join
us - we’d love to get to know you! All are always welcome!! The church is also open to
all in the community for individual prayer, Tuesdays from noon to 2 p.m. St. Andrew’s
supports many community programs, and contributes regularly to the North Branford
Scholarship Program; North Branford Social Services (NBSS) Thanksgiving Basket
Share and Christmas gift and food basket share programs; NBSS Back-To-School
Backpacks; clothing donations (donation shed located at the back of the church park-

ing lot); and more. A number of fundraising events are held throughout the year to S a l'n t A n t h on y C h Uurc h Sti l l Gr OWin g

help us help our neighbors, such as an Annual Rhubarb Fest, summertime Ice Cream ) y
Socials, and the annual Harvest Supper. Please join us for the events, and help us help After more than 120 years, Saint Anthony’s Church in New Haven con-

our neighbors! Additionally, the church’s Parish Hall is available for rent for birthday tiunes to grow. The Church, part of the Blessed Michael McGivney Parish
parties, showers, receptions, etc. The Rev. Bryan Spinks is St. Andrew’s priest; Nan recently hosted a seven day celebration of their patron Saint Anthony.
Monde is Sr. Warden. For more information please contact Nan at 203-710-7005 . . : 1 .

The week started with a manicotti dinner with close to 200 people. On

The North Branford Congregational Church, NACCC, 1680 Foxon Road, North . .
Branford CT. Join us for meaningful worship and Bible based teaching every Sunday Moqday, TueSday and Wednesday there was a TI‘.lduum of Prayer with the
at 10 am. Sunday School for children during service. Communion on the first Sunday ~ service being performed by Father Joseph O’Neill.

of the month. We offer Bible study, choir, lunch bunch, 2** Sunday brunch, charity On Friday, June 12 Saint Anthony’s hosted an indoor festival with music
work, book club, praise team, men’s fellowship and more. To contact our church: >

Office hours are Wednesday to Friday from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Phone: 203.488.8456, food and of course they’re famous fried dough pizza and peaches and wine.
email: nobdcong@sbcglobal.net, website: www.northbranfordcongregational. org Come  There was an added treat as one of the young paprishioners got together

grow in faith with us! . . .
Northford Community Church. Church is located on Old Post Rd. (Corner of Rte with his grand mother and made a big pot of doughballs.

17 and Rte 22), PO Box 191 Northford. Phone (203)-484-0795, Fax (203)-484-9916. 1 he week came to an end on Sunday, June 14 with a Mass celebrated byn

Email: northfordec@gmail.com. Office Hours: Tuesday 9am-1pm; Other days by ap-  Father Vin Curan with a procession around the Chirch property with the
pointment. John Vigneri, Pastor. Catherine Klouda, worship leader. Worship service  statue of Saint Anthony.

10am. Join us for coffee hour following worship. Holy Communion on the first Sunday One of the parishioners proudly stated “It was a beautiful week that re-
of each month. Like us on Facebook. Our website is www.northfordcommunity.church. . . ,

_ : : minded us of the old days at Saint Anthony’s Church and I am so happy

Zion Episcopal Church, 326 Notch Hill Road, North Branford. While we are in . ’

transition, we continue to hold services of Morning Prayer following Rite 2 in the Book that we continue to grow and we look to the future.
of Comm?n PltayerAang_dO_ have SeleriCGS of Hloly Eu_0hafi59t ‘I’VShen we arse fczirtunate to Saint Anthony’s now has a 8 o’clock Sunday Mass (followed by coffee
get a supply priest. At this time, we have a single service at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday morn- . . . . .
ing. Refreshments and fellowship to follow service in the parish hall. Please visit our and) in English, and a 1:00 Mass in Spanish.
Facebook page or our website zionepiscopalchurch.org. Zion is an open and affirming
congregation for those seeking a safe place to worship and grow in Christ. 203-488-7395

SAINT ANTHONY OF PADUA

DEATH NOTICE

Joseph Edward Dodson, born May 24,
1986, at Yale New Haven Hospital, passed away
after a sudden illness at his home in the Czech
Republic just shy of his 40th birthday. An avid
reader with a curiosity about the world, Joe will
be remembered for his quiet intellect, service to
others, and devotion to a small circle of family
and friends.

Joe grew up in Northford and graduated from
North Branford High School in 2004. He later
attended the University of New Haven, where
he helped co-found a biking club while earning
his Bachelor of Science degree in national security studies. He would eventually go on to
pursue a Master’s degree in geopolitics from Charles University.

Sergeant Dodson proudly served six years in the United States Army 1st Infantry Divi-
sion as an intelligence analyst, including wartime deployments in Afghanistan and Iraq,
where he became a team leader and earned the Army Good Conduct Medal. This led him
to a career in artificial intelligence analysis for tech startups. Building off his childhood overcome the devil.
passion for LEGO blocks and model rockets, his work focused on data modeling using
earth observation imagery' He Spent the final years of his life in Prague’ a City he first Anthony became a Franciscan in order to preach to the Muslims. Anthony was called
visited during his military service and quickly grew to love. “The Miracle Worker”. It was sad that he healed a severed limb and even brought a

‘Uncle Joe’ is survived by his nephews Thomas and Christopher Dodson, his brother child back to life.

Michael Dodson, and sister-in-law Phanavan, all of Plainville; his loving parents, Paul and

Karen Dodson of Conway, South Carolina; his brother, Patrick Dodson of Albany, New 5 jn6 13 1235. he became very ill and asked to be taken back to Padua. Anthony
York; and his uncle, Phillip Dodson of Cos Cob. In lieu of sending flowers, his family
requests that you phone a loved one.

Saint Anthony of Padua was
born on August 15, 1195 on the
Feast of Our Lady’s Assumption.
His father Martin De Boullion
was the governor of Lisbon
Portugal. His mother Theresa,
was descended from the Kings

L

of Austria.

Anthony was not afraid of
temptation and it was said that
he made the sign of the cross to

died on the way and it is buried in the Cathedral of Padua.

Saint Anthony of Padua is cal Italian Charities of America is offering a free virtual
event, a presentation titled, “Forgotten Voices, Shared Stories: Italian Americans
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LIBRARIES

NORTH BRANFORD
PUBLIC LIBRARIES EVENTS

Edward Smith Library Closed Temporarily

NORTHFORD: The Smith Library, 3 Old Post Road, remains closed so a
new HVAC system can be installed. We hope to reopen in August. Please
return any books to Atwater Library, 1720 Foxon Road, North Branford,
or any Connecticut library. All programs are being held at Atwater.
Please visit northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020 for
registration or more information.

Quilters Club

NORTH BRANFORD: Those who enjoy quilting are invited to meet at
Atwater Library from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday, June 19 and 26 (and every
Friday). Newcomers welcome; bring your own materials. To register, go
to northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020.

Pop-In Storytime with Teachers

NORTH BRANFORD: Join us from 10:30 to 11 a.m. on Friday, June
19, at Atwater for an all-ages storytime with a surprise guest teacher
from Jerome Harrison School or Totoket Valley Elementary School. No
registration required.

“American Heroines” with Patty Carver

NORTH BRANFORD: This one-woman musical brings to life four
important women of American history. Patty Carver, Playwright in
Residence for Connecticut Children’s Theatre, will perform from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. on Saturday, June 20, at Atwater. Carver’s musical presents the
lives of Catherine Coffin; Mother Jones; Molly Pitcher; and Prudence
Crandall. To register, go to northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call
203-315-6020.

Pop-In Storytime with Teachers

NORTH BRANFORD: Join us from 4 to 4:30 p.m. on Monday, June
22, at Atwater for an all-ages storytime with a surprise guest teacher
from Jerome Harrison School or Totoket Valley Elementary School. No
registration required.

Tots and Tunes

NORTH BRANFORD: Young children ages 18 months and up and their
siblings can enjoy 30 minutes of songs, stories and movement at Atwater
from 10:30 to 11 a.m. Tuesday, June 23 and 30. Parent or guardian must

attend. Registration not required.

Colonial Escape Room

NORTH BRANFORD: Oh no! You’ve accidentally traveled back in time
to colonial America. The only way to return to the present is to solve a
series of puzzles about the 13 colonies. On Tuesday, June 23, at Atwater,
we’ll have 5 sessions of 45 minutes, each for 5 participants: Session

1, 1:30 to 2:15 p.m.; Session 2, 2:30 to 3:15; Session 3, 3:30 to 4:15;
Session 4, 4:30 to 5:15; and Session 5, 5:30 to 6:15. Groups will learn
about the economic, political, and religious motivations for settlement as
well as the regional differences among the colonies. Recommended for
ages 8 and up. Participants need to be able to read and write. Registration
required; go to northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020.

Unearth a Story

NORTH BRANFORD: What if you found a fossil on a hike? What

if it came to life? Write your own story as we examine a variety of

real fossils and learn about Connecticut’s state fossil and dinosaur on
Wednesday, June 24, from 10:30-11:30 a.m. at Atwater. Make a Dinosaur
Track Book to take with you and inspire some adventures of your own.
Recommended for grades PreK-5. Presented by CT DEEP and Dinosaur
State Park. Registration required; go to northbranford.librarycalendar.
com or call 203-315-6020.

Needle Arts

NORTH BRANFORD: Those who like to knit, crochet, embroider, quilt,
etc. are invited to Atwater, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Wednesday,
June 24 and July 1 (and every Wednesday). For more information, go to
northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020.

Monday Night Mah-Jongg

NORTH BRANFORD: Those interested in playing Mah-Jongg are

invited to Atwater from 6 to 8 p.m., Monday, June 29. Participants
should bring their Mah Jongg sets. To register, go to northbranford.
librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020.

Wildlife Conservation in America with Connecticut’s Beardsley Zoo
NORTH BRANFORD: Learn how human activity has affected the lives
of many animal species native to America. From 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

on Thursday, June 25, at Atwater, we’ll meet some animals that have
come back from the brink of extinction. For kids entering 1st-6th grade.
Registration required; go to northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call
203-315-6020.

Colonial Kids

NORTH BRANFORD: Join us from 4 to 5:15 p.m. on Thursday, June
25, at Atwater to explore the daily life of children in colonial Connecticut
through reproduction objects and hands-on activities. Compare present-
day lives to those of colonial children while learning about work and
play. Make a “hornbook,” examine clothing, try out daily chores, and
play with reproduction colonial-era toys. Recommended ages 5 and up.
Registration required; go to northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call
203-315-6020.

Black History in Connecticut

NORTH BRANFORD: From 6 to 7 p.m. on Thursday, June 25, at
Atwater, the Connecticut Museum of Culture & History will show items
representing the Black experience in Connecticut. Among others, learn
about Harlem Renaissance writer Ann Petry, who preserved artifacts
from the black community of Saybrook; and examine daguerreotypes
by Augustus Washington, who abandoned a successful Hartford
photography business to build a new nation in Africa. Registration
required; go to northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020.

Tie Dye

NORTH BRANFORD: Join us from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., Monday, June
29, on the lawn at Atwater to make some tie dye. Bring some white
clothing from home and see what you can create. Registration required;
visit northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call 203-315-6020. NOTE: In
the event of rain, this program will be canceled.

Benjamin Franklin’s Charged Up STEM Birthday Bash

NORTH BRANFORD: Celebrate America’s 250th birthday with a STEM
lab visit to the world of Benjamin Franklin, from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.,
Tuesday, June 30, at Atwater. We’ll explore his musical invention, the
glass armonica, and his experiments with electricity. Make your own

kite inspired by Franklin’s famous design. Recommended for ages 6-12.

Registration required; visit northbranford.librarycalendar.com or call
203-315-6020. Presented by Cool-ology.

Independence Day Stories and Craft

NORTH BRANFORD: Celebrate America’s 250th birthday with a
special storytime and craft from 10:30 to 11 a.m. on Wednesday, July 1,
at Atwater. We will read two stories and then create our own fireworks
paintings. We’ll be painting - please dress appropriately. Recommended
for ages 2-8. Registration required; visit northbranford.librarycalendar.
com or call 203-315-6020.

Bowties And Books

NORTH BRANFORD: Put on your most elegant bowties and fanciest
tutus (or whatever you find comfortable), and join us on Thursday, July
2, from 10:30 to 11 a.m., for songs, stories, and silliness at Atwater.
Recommended for ages 6 months to 4 years with a parent or caregiver.
Registration not required.

All-American Dessert Tween Cooking Class

NORTH BRANFORD: Come make an all-American dessert from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. on Thursday, July 2, at Atwater Library. We’ll be making apple
crumbles with homemade whipped cream, with a sweet cooked apple
filling and made-from-scratch crumble topping. For ages 10-14. Recipe
is nut free but may contain dairy and gluten. Registration required.
Presented by Food Explorers (https://food-explorers.com/).

Holiday Closing

NORTH BRANFORD: Atwater Library will be closed Friday and
Saturday, July 3 and 4, in observance of Independence Day. We will
reopen at 10 a.m., Monday, July 6.
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NORTH BRANFORD

PARKS, RECREATION, AND SENIOR CENTER
PARKS AND STW COMMUNITY CENTER « 1332 MIDDLETOWN AVE NORTHFORD

RECREATION WWW.NBRECREATION.COM * CALL (203) 484-6017
& SENIOR CENTER roLLow us oN FACEBOOK! @NBPARKSANDRECREATION AND INSTAGRAM! @NBPARK.REC.SENIOR

L — SENIOR CENTER —
BRE

alking for Wellness!
o co A
‘ Jun 26
;k ‘ 10:00 Opm
Walk this way to better health!

RECREATION

BRA
'\\\ ”/’

Q 7
Q%/_<_\4’¢

e e e . Join us for a nice walk or sit under the pavilion and play
el = cards or watch the world go by! Bring yourself a little

4 »

G%Iei‘:rf?zgzie%}} dfzoifz'iej“olﬁ Pyt lunch and we will stop at Durham Dari Serve! Register
by 9am by 6/19
16007 PEACE LOVE ACCESSIBILITY

June 25, 2026

CQ& 1:00pm - 2:00pm
%. Peace Love ACCESSibility (PLA), a
% new Connecticut-based grassroots
i nonprofit organization dedicated
to creating more accessible and
inclusive communities. Let's
welcome this local nonprofit as
they share the importance of access for all!

" SAFE BOATI]

Personal Watercraft Class

Al b ESSEX LUNCHTRAIN A
4:00pm=8:00pm
ND RIVERBOAT
June 26, 2026
A complete, basic, safe boating certification course taught in two evening S90res / $95 nr

classes. With successful completion of this basic safe boating class students Departs STW at 10:00am
will be able to obtain a Connecticut Certificate of Personal Watercraft Operation, . L

enabling them to operate recreational vessels up to 65 feet in length, including ~ Beturns 4:00pm Register by June 5th

Jet Skis. This class can be taken by anyone 12 years or older, | Departing STW at 10:00 am, we will have lunch on the

All students must bring their Conservation Identification number to the class. | Steam Train on our way to board the Riverboat, which
Connecticut Conservation ID Number-A Connecticut Conservation ID Number is a ff Will take us out on the Connecticut River. Your meal, train

gnique and Lpermanentsnumbe;thablil?ﬁssigneéj to yoquy the Conneigticut Online w and steamboat ride are included. Adult beverages may be
portsmen Licensing System. You provide your Conservation Id to register

for this class. You cannot take the exam, purchase your certificate or re-print your purchased on your own,

certificate without it. Please see our website for more details.

* %k Kk Kk k Kk k Kk

AMERICA

Xk ZEQH) Kk

PICNIC AT
THE PAVILION

JULY 2. 2026
S:00 - 7:30pn
STH PAVE_ION

MIDDLETOMUWN SYMPHONIC BAND

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE AMNERICA'S 250TH
BIRTHDAY UWITH AN ALL AMNERICAN PICNIC! BRING
YOUR CHAIRS. BLANKETS. SNACKS AND SIDES.
HOT DOGS ON THE GRILL. FOR FREE. PROVIDED
BY PARKS AND REC. WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

RIS REGISTER BY 6/29

o

PARKS AND i
RECREATION ) STW Community Center )
& SENIOR CENTER 1332 Middletown Ave. Northford | (203) 484-6017 | nbrecreation.com

MAGIC WINGS & YANKEE CANDLE

A July 15, 2026

o B
Mg’@;@, $5res / $7 nr

. Departs 9:00am
7 Returns Approx: 4:00pm

Experience the magical butterflies at
Magic Wings, enjoy lunch on your own,
and some shopping at Yankee Candle.
Magic Wings fee for Seniors is $15 and
9k lunch is on your own. Register by: 6/30

GOODSPEED OPERA HOUSE

The Snow Goose

October 8, 2026

Departs 11:00am Approx. Return 5:00pm
~ Enjoy lunch at the Gelston House and a
& oty show at the Goodspeed Opera House!

| (7005€,0n the windswept coast of England an unlikely bond
== forms between Philip, a reclusive artist shunned by
s society, and Frith, a resilient young woman, when
: they rescue a wounded snow goose.

Please register by 9/11




12 CLASSIFIED

Totoket Times June 19, 2026

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD RATES

Personal, For Sale, Help Wanted, Tag Sale, and all non-business classified
1 issue $9.00 2 issues $12.00 3 issues $15.00
20 words or less, not including phone #. $.05 per word, per run,
after 20 words

Lost and Found ..........ccccoevvvevevernnnee. FREE

Business Classified Ads & Real Estate

3 issues $35.00, 6 issues $60.00, 12 issues $100.00

$.10 per word, per run, after 20 words

Payment MUST accompany all ads. The advertiser must notify this

newspaper of any errors.

Send ad along with your check to:

Totoket Times P.O. Box 313 Northford, CT 06472

For more information call 203-410-4254

ELECTRICIAN

TJC Electrical Services - No Job too small or big. Service upgrade &
Generator Specials. Call Tom Cassella at 203-619-2823. Licensed &
Insured.

PLUMBING

John DiMaggio Plumbing - Residential/Commercial repairs/remodeling.
Big or small. Water Heater Specials! Licensed & Insured.
Call 203 - 627 - 6826. References available.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Home Improvements - Ceiling & wall repairs. Water damage repairs.
Drywall - Doors - Trim - Windows - Winter Rates. Free Estimates.
Insured. Call Bill at 203-901-2126.

Deck & Porch Work - Decks - Porches - Railings - Stairs - Columns
- Concrete Piers - New or repairs. Wood or composite decking. Winter
rates. Insured. Call Bill at 203-901-2126..

HEATING & COOLING

Avallone Heating & Cooling - Heating & air conditoning repair,
maintenance or installation. Call 203-530-9329

Connecticut Sportsplex-
NOW HIRING

Must be 16 years-old (18 years or older preferred)
Must be able to work weekends

Some weeknights available

Please call 203-484-4383
or

stop by and fill owt an application

Call 4844585 or vislt www.ctsportsplex.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION

. oY

West Haven, CT Oa316

330 Motch Hill Rd
rMorth Branford, ©F o471

Fvery life is unique.
Fvery goodbye, special.

PREPLAN AND SAVE!! ¥

e T

"Keenan Funeral Home was truly amoazing and very
attentive to all of our needs. Thaonk youn Keenon, for
being there in our most painful time.”

ﬂu TELOTILE 111 LU T ]
- finoncial
5, onr lin imd everything

was said outright,”
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"Reantiful ond peaeeful spocee, seafT mos very kind oo

sympithetic... Their kindness will not be forgotten,”

BECOME A

VOLUNTEER
TODAY!

g!] CALL NOW: (202

: WeC

Scan below to visit
our website!!

nbpocofestival.com/volunteers
We invite you to volunteer at the 24th Narth

Branford Potato and Corn Festiv
will receive a Festival t-shirt anc
for a free potato & corn meal!




